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SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM. 

I WAS well oppug^ acquainted with the 
general character of mankind, and in 
particular with that of my own country^ 
men, to exped to be as much out of the 
minds of the tories during my exile^ as if we 
had never lived and afted together. I de-- 
pended on being forgot by them ^ and was 
far from imagining it poflible that I (hould 
be remembered^ only to be condemned 
loudly by one half of them, and to be tacitly 
cenfured by the greateft part of the other 
half. As foon as I was feparated from the 
pretender and his intereft, I declared myfelf 
to be foi and I gave dirciSionsf for writing 
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2 A LETTER TO 

irtto England what I judged fofiidewt to put 
my friends on their guard againft any fur- 
prife concerning an event, which it was their 
intereft, as well as mine, that they (hould be 
very rightly informed about* 

As foon as the Pfetisnder's adherents be- 
gan to clamor againft me in this country, and 
to difperfe their fcandal by clrcdlar letters 
every where elfe, I gave diredrions for writ- 
ing into England again. Their groundleft 
articles of accufation w«rc refuted, and, 
enough was faid t6 give my friends^ a gene-* 
fal idea of what had liappened to me, and 
at leaff to m^ke them fufpend the fixing any 
' opinion till fuch time as.Ifliould be able to 
write more fully and plainly to thetri myfelf. 
To condemn no perfon unheard is a rule of 
natural equity, which we fee rarely violated 
in Turky, or in the country where I am 
writing : that it would not be fo with mt in 
Great Britain, I confefs that I fl^rerfed tay- 
fclf. I dwelt fecurely in this confidence, and 
gave very little attention to arty of thofe fcur- 

rilous 
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SIR wintiAw WIJ9 bja AM, 3^ 
i^dils me^odf^ w^kch werf taken abpot this 
tmic to blaii fiiy reputation. The event of 
things has $ie\prijr^ that I trufted too much to 
ix)^t)Wn iniioceacei and to Uie juiik^e ,«^ mf 
oldfricQ<&i 

. It .^atcA*r0»8^that^e Chfevatjer atd/tfac 
Earl of Mar ho^ed to load me with die im-» 
putation <rf treachery^ iqcapacky^ or negfaiac 
it was indifiercftt to ihwft of which, h ihtf 
coirid tfcfibe to on? of thofc tbrir iK)t bebj 
ftip^orted from France^ they imagined thu 
^df ihould juftify their precipitate fligl^ 
from'8cojtland, wbich mafiyof their faftcft 
ffiends exdaimed again(]b 1 and that^ €h6y 
fiiould varnife over that original capital 
faul^ Ac drawing the Hi^land^ers together 
in anns at the tia^» and in the manner in 
iiifbkh it was done. 

T4e Scotch, who fell at once froth all 

the fangiiine expectations with which thiey 

had been footfaed» afld who froodtbtoi- 

felves reduced to defpair, were eafy to be 

B z incenfcd : 
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4- A LETTER TO 

incenfed : they had received no foppert 
whatever ; and it was natural for them ra- 
ther to believe that they failed of this fup- 
port by my fault, than to imagine their Gc* 
neral had prevailed on them to rife in the 
very point of time when it was impoffible 
that they (liould be fupportcd from France, 
or from any other part o( the world. The 
Duke of Ormond, who had been the bub- 
ble of his own popularity, wts enough out of 
humor with the general turn of affairs to be 
eaGly fet againtl suvf particular man. The 
cmifTafies of this court, whofe commiffion 
was to amufe, had impofed upon him all 
along; and there were othw bufy people 
who thought to find their account in having 
him to themfelves. • I had never been in bis 
fecret whilft we were in England together : 
and from his firfi: coming into France he 
was either prevailed upon by others, or 
which I rather believe, he cohciirred with 
others to keep mc out of it* The pcrfcd: 
indifference I fliewcd whether I was in iroc 

no. 
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SIR WILLIAM. ^It^O HAM. J 

iwv raigbt cai;ry hjiin; frpm ading feparatdy, 
to a<3: againft me. 

Thb wbole trite of Irifli and other Pa- 
pifts wire j-eady^ta feiz&the firfl: opportunity 
of venting theic fpleen againft a man, wl^o 
had conftamly avoided dl intinniacy with 
them ; v^ho a&ed ia the fame caufe, but on 
a^ different i^rinciple, and who meant no one 
thing in the world lef^, than railing them to 
the advanjtages which they expeded. 

That thefc feyer^ p$rfons, for the rea- 
fons^ I have mentioned, (hould join in a cry 
againft me, is not very marvellous : the con- 
trary would be fo to a man who knows 
them as. well as Ida But that' the £ng* 
lijSi tories (boidd £:rve as echos to them, 
oay more, that my ,charadler ihould con^ 
tinue doubtful at b^ft amongft you, when 
thofe who firft propagated the ijiander are 
l)ecome afhanoedof railing without proofs 
and have droppe4 the clamor, this I owfi 
that I never cxpedled : and I may be al- 
B 3 lowed 
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6 A L E T t B It T p 

lowed to fay, that as it \b ^t^ -extttp» iov* 
prife^ To it {hall be a lefTon to mc. 

The whigs icppeacbed and attainted me. 
They went farther—^at leaft, in my way of 
thinkings that ftep was mure croel than all 
the others-^by a partial reprefentationi of 
fads, and pieces of U&Si pat together as h 
beft fuited their purpofcy and publiflied to 
ithe whole world, thpy did alt that in tjiefil 
lay to expoie me for a iool, and to brand me 
for a knaye. But then I had deferved this 
abundantly at their hand^, according ta\he 
notions pf pktty^jafiice. Tiie tpries hdve 
not indeed impeached nor attainted me $ 
but they have done, and are flfll doing fotne* 
thing very like ta thai which J tqok worfe 
of the whigs, than the impeachment and at* 
tainder : and this, after I hate &ewn an in* 
ytolabl? attachmem to the fervice, and bU 
moft an implicit obedience to the will of the 
party ; when I am a^ually an out^law, de« 
prived of my honors, ftripped pf my fortune, 

an4 
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SIR WII.LI.AM WINDHAM. 7- 

ap4 cjut off £ro«9 xwy toily axxdxiiy cot^try^ 



. : SoAOiE of ^the ) Parians who have feen me 
t^are, a^ wifh whom I have had the plea* 
fure|o<alk rPf y^u^t ?^^y> p^haps have told, 
you, that ^a|r from- beiiig oppreffed by that 
4or# j^f tf^isfoftfiiics ,m which I have beea 
tpfled of te^i i bear up jagainft it with firtto- 
oeis c^cjfi^j^ and evep with aJac^^ Ips 
^iic^Idaip^; but it is, true likcwife, that 
the UA biirA rof t^e cloud has ^ne near to 
pmwheU^ p?e.. ^r9m our eiiemies we cx- 
peiSt evil treatment pf every fort, we are pre- 
pzf^ ipT it, we ^re animated by it, and we 
i9meti.nies triumph in it ; but when ow 
feiends abandon usj when they wmind us, 
9pd when diey take, tado this» an occafioa 
where we ftatKl themoft in need of their 
fupppft, and have. the bcft title to it, tiae 
#rmeft mind finds it hard to refift, 

NoTHWQ kept, up my fpirits when I wa? 

'^ift it;ckKed to ^9^ef}^,|^^cumA«&€es I now 

B 4 jdefcribc. 
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8 A LETTER TO 

dtfcribe, fo mudi as the confideration of the 
delufions under which I knew that the to^ 
ries lay, and the hopes I entertained of be- 
ing able foon to open their eyes, and to juf- 
tify my conduft. I expected that friendOiip, 
or, if that principle failtd, curiofity at leaft, 
would move the party to fend over fome 
perfon, from whofe report they might have 
y^ both fides of the queftion laid before them^ 
^^ y ' '"^ Though this expedlation be founded in rea- 
^^ foD, and you want to be inforaied at lead as 
much as I do to be juflified, yet I have hi-- 
- t therto flattered myfelf with it in vain. To 
repair this misfortune, therefore, as far as lies 
in my power, I refoive to put into writing 
the fum of what I (hould have faid in that 
cafe. Thcfe papers (hall lie/by me till time 
and accidents produce fome occafion of com* 
municating them to you. The true oc- 
cafion of doing it, with advantage to the 
party, will probably be loft : but they will, 
remain a monument of my juftification to 
pofterity. At worft, if even this fails me, I 
am fure of one fatisfdi^ion in writing them ) 

til? 
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SiR WILI'IAAI WIN ©HAM. 9 

)hc fttiifaftion of unburdening my mind tp 
a friiendy and of dating before an equitable 
judg^ the account^ as I apprehend it to 
Aand, J bctwcea the * toric^ and myfelt 
f- Qipntqqii humano confilio cfficere potui, 
f' circtifnTpef^tis rebu;^ tnei& omnibus, rationi^ 

7 jl^l^ftH^. (*^*?^ft^^*> rfijRimanai feci cogita- 
. ♦^tipnjsm pearom omaipm, quam^ tibj, i| 
** potero, br^vitcr cxpopaip," 

It is neqcffary to my deiign thai I call to 
your mind the ftate of affairs in Britain, 
from the latter part of the year onejihouland 
|fevcn hundred and ten, to the beginning of - 
the year one thoufancj, feven hundred an4 
fifteen, about which time we parted, t go 
jio farther back, becaufc the part which I 
aAed before that time, in the firft effays I 
made in public affairs, was the part of a 
tory, and fp far of a piece with that which I 
^^ed aftef^v^rds* Befides, the things which 
preceded this fpace of time had no immedi- -^ 
jjtc influence on thofe which happened fincc 
th?t fip^i wher?as jhc ffrange events. 

which 
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which we have fccn fall out in tlie fcing^s 
reign, were owing itt a great nieafarp to 
what was done, or" ncglcdted tohc dorifc, in 
the laft four years of the queen's. Th^ tht^ 
mory of thcfe events being freib, I ^all 
dwell as little as poffiblc upon' tfittol ^ li 
will be fufficient that I make a rbughiftetcH 
of the face of the court, and of thet:6ndu<3: 
of the feveral parties, during that tiine. 
Your memory will foon furniih the colours 
which I fjiall omit to lay, And finiQi up the 
pidure. I 

From the time at which I left Britain I 
had not the advantage of ading under th6 
eyes of the party which I ferved, nor of be- 
ing able, from time to time, to appeal to their 
judgment. The grofs of what happened, 
Jias appeared; but the particular fteps, 
which led to thofe events, have been dthet 
concealed or mifreprefented : concealed from 
the nature of them, or mifreprefented by 
thofe with whom I never agreed perfedily, 
p^cept in thinHing, that they and | wire' ex- 

trenjely 
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SIR WILJ.I AM W^I N D H A M. 11 

tttmdtf uxtfit to contHvu^ embarked m ^ht 
fame tM^tom togtihef. It will, therefore, 
be ptopec to'defcort^i ^n4e^<hi6 bea<3, to * 
mor^ partfc»t#r wUtiQn*? • ^ 

In the fummer of the year one thoufand 
fevcn hiindred and tefi the queen was pre* 
vailed upon to change her parliartient and 
her miniftfy. The intrigue of the Earl of 
Oxford toight facilitate^ the tneans, the vio- 
lent pfofecutton of Sacheverel, and other 
unpopular meaforcs, might create the dcca- 
fion, and encourage her in the refolution : 
but the true original caufe \^as the perlbnai 
ai ufage which (he received in her private 
life, and in fomc trifling inftances of the 
cxercife of her power; for indulgence in 
which ihe would certainly have left the reins 
of government in thofe' hands, which had 
Jield'^hen^ ever fince her acceffion to the? 
thr6ne. 

I AM afraid that we came to court in the 
fi^nie difpoiitioiis as all parties have done ; ' 

that 
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that the principal fpring :of our adtioiis was 
to haye the government of th^ jftate in <Hir 
bands; that pur princjpal views were thd 
confervation of thi? power,, great employ* 
ments to ourfelves, and great opportunities of 
rewarding thofe who had helped to.raifelus, 
and of hurting thofe who flood in oppofitipn 
to us. Jt is however true, that with, thefe 
confiderations of private and party intereft 
there were others intermingled, which had 
, for their objed the public good of the im^ 
tion, at leaft what we took to be fu^rh^ . 

We looked on the political principleSi^ 
which had generally prevailed in our govern^- 
m^ent fro gi the r evolution in one thoufand r\x 
* hundred and eighty*eight, to be deftrudivc 
of our true intcrcft, to have mingled us too 
— piuch in the affairs of the continent, to tend 
to the impoverifhing our peoplp, and to. the 
loofening the bands of our conftitution in 
cjiurch and ftate. We fuppofed the tory 
party to be the bulk of the landed inter^ft, 
^nd to have po cpntrary influence Wended 

into 
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SIR WILLI AW: WIN0ltAM.; p^ 

into k*s compcJfitiQh, ' We fuppofed the 
whigs to be the remain^ of a party, formed 
againft the ill dcfigns of the court under 
King Charles the fecond, nurfed up into 
ftrength, and applied to contrary ufes by 
King Wjlliam the Third, and yet ftill for 
weak as to lean for fupport on the Prelbyie- 
rians and the other fciftaries, on the bank and 
the other corporations, dnuhe Dutch andr 
the other allies. From hence we judged it 
to follow, that they had been forced, and 
muft continue fo, to render the national in- 
tereft fuhfervient to thi: intereft of thofe who 
lentl^them* an additional ftrength, without 
which they could never be the prevalent 
party. The view,;, therefore, of thofe a- 
mongft us, who thought in this manner, 
was to improve the queen's favour to break 
the body of the whigs, to render their fup- 
ports ufelcfs to them, and to fill the employ- 
ments of the kingdom, down to the meancft, --- 
wfth tories. We imagined that fuch mea^ > 
furcs, joined to the advantages of our num- 
bers, and our property, would fecure us a- 

gainft 
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gain A all attempt^ during her t^gnj and 
tfuc we fhould icon become tdo cohfideraUtf 
itot to make our terms in all evemss whidt 
might happen afterwards i coHc^r^k^ 
which, to fpeak truly, I believe few ^.aoftd 
— ^ tts had any very fetdcd refoknion* 

In order to bring tbefe purpofes aboQt^ i 
verily think that the perfecudon of dkTeai* 
ters entered into no mail's head* By the 
^lls for preventing oqcafional ccmfqrmity 
and the gro wth of fgh ifm, it was hoped that 
r their fting would be taken away^. Thcfti 
.^ bills were thought ncceffary for our party m^. 
te^cAj and befides were deemed neither uh^* 
reafonable nor unjiift. The good of fociety 
may require, that no perfbn (hoiiid be de« 
pived of the protedlion of die government 
on account of his Opinions in religious mtN 
ters ; but it does not follow fboob hence, that 
men ought to be ti'uftcd in any deg^ee vrith 
the prefervation of the e(hbli(hmeht, wiio 
rouft, to be confiftent with their principles^ 
endeavour the fubveriion of what is eftabliifa^ 

cd^ 
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«d. An indulgence td cpnlfcicnces, which 
the ptt^dice of cdocatiort and long habits 
have fendercd fcrapuloas, niayhe agfeeable 
to the rules of good policy and of humanity: 
yet will it hardly fdllbw fiipm hence, thit a 
government is under any obllgatlotf to in- 
dulge a tendernefs of confcience to come j or 
to connive at the propagating of thefe preju- 
dices, and at the forming of thefe habits. 
The evil cffeA is without remedy, and may . 
therefoTft deferve indulgence j but the evil 
caufe is to be prevented, and can, therefore. 
Be entitled to none. Befides this, the bills 1 
im fpeaking of, rather than to enaft any 
thing new. Teemed only to dnforce the obler-^ 
vation 'of ancient laws j which had been 
judged ,'necfeflary for the lecurity of the 
church and ftate at a time, when the me- 
mory of the ruin of both, and of the hands 
by which that ruin had been wrought, was 
freflj in the minds of men. 

The Bank, the Eaft India Company, and^ 
in general the monicd intercft, had" cer-' 

tainly 
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tainly nothing to apprehend like wha$ they 
feared^ or affedied to fear from the tories, an 
entire fubverfion of their property. Multi^ 
tudcs of otfr own party would have been 
wounded by fuch a blow. The intention 
of thofe, who were th<e warmeft, feemed to 
me to go no farther than reftraining their in* 
duence on the legiflature, and on matters of 
ilate ; and finding at a proper feafon means 
to make them contribute to the fupport and 
eafe of a government, under which they en- 
joyed advantages fo much greater th^n the 
reft of their fellow fubjeds. The mifchic- 
vous confeqaence which had been forcfeen, 
and foretold too, at the eftablifliment of 
thofe corporations, appeared vifibly. The 
country gentlemen were vexed, put to great 
cxpenccs, and even baffled by them in their 
cleftions : and among the members of every 
parliament, numbers were immediately oc 
indiredly under their influence. The bank 
ha|k been extravagant enough to pull off the 
ma^ ; and, when the queen feemed to in- 
tend a change in her miniftry, they had de-r 

puted 
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puted fome of their members to reprcfent 
againd it. But that which touched fenfibly 
even thofe who were but little afFeded by 
other confiderations, was the prodigious ine- 
quality between the condition of the monied 
men and of the reft of the nation. The 
proprietor of the land, and the merchant 
who brought riches home by the returns of 
foreign trade, had during two wars bore the 
whole immenfe load of the national expen- 
ces 5 whilft the lender of money, who add- 
ed nothing to the common ftock, throve by 
the public calamity, and contributed not a 
mite to the public charge. 

As to the allies, I faw no difference of 
opinion among all thofe who came to the 
head of affairs at this time. Such of the 
tories as were in the fyftem abovementioned, 
fuch of them as deferted foon after from us, 
and fuch oTthe^whigs as had upon this occa-^ 
fion deferted to us, feemed equally convinced 
of the unreafonablenefs, and even of the im- 
poflibility, of continuing the war on the 
C fame 
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fame difproportionate fobt. Thelt untvfif fat 
ifenfe w^s, that we had taken, extd|)t tfae 
part of the States General, the whole bur- 
den of the war upon lis, and even a propor- 
tion of this J while the entire advantage wa^ 
to afccrue to others : that this had appeared 
very grofly in one tboufand feven hundred 
and nine, and one thoufand feven hundred 
and ten, when preliminaries were infifted 
ijpon, which contained all that the allies, 
giving thcgreatcft loofe to their vvifhes, 
eould defire, and little or nothing on the be-^ 
hailf of Great Brii&in : that the war, which 
had been begun for the fecurity of the aHies, 
was continued for their grandeur j that the 
ends propofed, when we engaged in it, might 
have been anfwered long before 5 and there- 
fore that the firft favourable occafion ought 
to b^ feized of making peace > Which we 
thought to be the intereft of our country, 
and which appeared to all mankind, as wqll 
as to us, to be that of our party* 

Thes* 
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- ^Hi^E wer^ in general ibe views of th^ 
tories : and for the part I a<fted id tbtf pf(h 
fecution of tbem^ as well as of all the mea- 
ikm acdBfibry to them, i tnhy appen) to 
jMtnkiodi Tot&ofe^ v^p had tbe^ppoiS 
Itonity €£ looking l^ehirid the curtaioi I naa^ 
iBketn^ire appeal for the difiiciikie^ wj)ic/b lay 
lu oajf wiy^^andfor th^ particuhr ^ifcoaragfr- 
SDcan wl»ch I niet with^ A pribdpal ioad 
.of parliftiDeotaiy iod foreigh ^dks in their 
tirdiiury cdatk lay upon m6 : the whdle ne- 
MtidticHi of the peace, and of the -trouble^ 
tbtM invidioBS fteps ptliminary to it, as far 
Sft jStktf could be tradfaded at home, , weiie 
tiiro<)if(fi apDn 6ie« I continued in the hoofe 
«f Cdmmoil« dutio^ that important fefBon 
sthidh preceded Ait peace i and which^ by 
the fpirtt {hewn jBhrough the whole touiie of 
k, and by the refolutions taken in it^ reo- 
rdered the coDclrifion of the treaties pra6&a-' 
bk. After tWi I was dragged into the 
lioufe of lordl in fbch a man(i«r^ as to 
ftitite my ^QnWtion a puniflwieht> net ft A- ' 
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ward ; and was there left to defend the. ttfea- 
ties almdft alone. * 

It would not have been hard to have 
forced the Earl of Oxford to ufe me bettcj. 
His good intentions began to .be very much' 
doubted of: the truth is,: no 'opinion of hk 
finfifitity had ever taken root in the party'; 
aind, which was worfe perhaps for a man in 
his flation, the opinion of bis ca^pty began 
to fall apace. He ivas fo hard . pu(hed ia 
the houie of lords in the beginning of oiw 
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, that be 
had been forced, in the middle of the fcflion, 
to perfuade the queen to make a promotion 
of twelve peers at once; which was, an un- 
precedented and invidious mcafufe, to be 
cxcufed by nothing but the neceffity, and 
hardly^by that. In the houfe of commons 
his credit was low, and my reputation 
. very high. You know; the nature of. that 
affembly : they grow, like houfids, fond of 
the mail who (hewa them game, and by 
. whde halloo they are u6d to be encouraged. 

The 
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The thread of the negotratloris, which could; 
not ftand flill a moment without going back,* 
was in my hands : and before another man 
could have made himfelf mafter of the bufi- 
nt(sy much time would have bech loft, and 
great inconveniences would have followed. 
Some, who oppofed the court fodn after, be- 
gan to waver then : and if I had not want- 
ed the inclination, I (hould have wanted no 
help to do mifchief I knew the way of 
quitting my employments and of retiring 
from court when the fervice of .my party re- 
quired it : but I could not bring myfelf up 
to that refolution^ when the confequence of 
k muft have been the breaking my party; 
and the diftrefs of the public affairs. I 
thought my miftrefs treated me ill : but the* 
fcnfe of that duty which I owed her came in 
9id of other confiderations, and prevailed 
over my rcfentment. Thefe fentimentS, in- 
deed, are fo much put of fafhion, that a man 
who avows them, is ip danger of paffing for 
a bubble in the world : yet they were, in the 
conjunfture I fpeak of, the true motives of 
.1 C 3 my 
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ihy conduQ.', and you favr qne go oa ^ 
<;hetrfully in the troublefomi? aind dangcroM 
work afligned me^ as if I had been wxkt 
the utmofl fattsfaSion. I began, indiod, 'm 
my hiCart, to renounce the fpiendflaip, wbichr 
tjU that ^ni9 I had pjref^rv^ inyioUb^e fflf 
Ojcpori). I wa$ not aware ^ aU his trfi«ii 
cbi9ry# Oi9r of the bafe aajd Ikik meant 
wfei^h hp:9q9plcg^?d then. »p4 ppmin«*d fft 
fBiploy afterwards, to rwin me in the Ppiftir 
eo q( tfie qiieen> *nd every where eKe, . } 
bsVf however > that he h«d no Jricndflbip for 
^nyho^y^ and thut with fefp«£^ to me, Int^ 
ft^^ of haying the ability to render fhaft 
nmit, wi^ich ) endeaypurj^ tp ac^ire, ah 
f dditiw of ftrenglh tQ hioofelf, it bccaihe thm 
olpj^^ of his jealoufy, and a rftaCbn for un-< 
4?r9»nimg fjie. In tfei? tamper of mifwi I 
weii« pOi tall the gfeat Work ^f the pe^^e 
W^s c^^wo^maied, and the treaty %ned n* 
Ulf^cfct; ^fiier which a netv^wdmoBe mt^^ 
IwoMy fceiK for the party* » wcjl as &Hr 
!»»,. pp«994iiftJf. 

■ ' ^* 
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I AM fw ftim thipkiBg the tfea!ie§, pr 
0ie ni8g0ti^tk>ns Yfkkh k4 t^ theip, exempt 
from fimks# M^^y ^er^ n^^cje no doubt in 
bothi ^y j^ho^ who were copcerned in 
thern ^ by myfclf in the fif ft place : and 
inapy were owipg purely to the opppfition 
tbey fntt with is eyery (iep of their progr efs* 
} neveir look b^ck pt^ this grieat event, pafled 
^ it ist withpfit a fitpret eo^otion of mipd t 
igfheo I compare the vaftnefa of the qnii^er^ 
taking and th^ in^portancp of it-s foccef?^ 
vlih th^ me^As epf)ploy(ed to bring it aboutv 
a^ ^ith tho<c Which were employed tb tra^ 
verfe it^ To «4jiift the pretchfions and to 
.ieitle tbe int&refts of fo many priikes and 
ili^es, a$ were cAgag^ed in the l^ie war, 
woaU appear, when confidered fimply and 
widiout any adveaiUious dif&eidty, a work 
bf prodigious extent. But this was not alK 
Bach of our allies thought himfelf entitled tb 
raifd hid demimds to the moft extravagant 
iieight. They had been encouraged to thi^ 
^firft, by the engagements which we had en* 
fercd into with feveral of them, with fome to 
C 4 draw 
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dra\y them into the war, with others to pre- 
vail on them to continue it ; and, fecondly, 
by the manner in which we had treated with 
France in fcventeen hundred nine and ten, 
Thofe who intended to tie the knot of the 
war as hard, and to render the coming at a 
peace as impradicable as they could, had 
found no method fo efl^<5tual as that of 
leaving every one at liberty to infift on all 
he could think of, and leaving themfelves at 
liberty, even if thefc conceffions (hould be 
made, to break the treaty by ulterior d©- 
mands. That this was' the fecret, I can 
make no doubt after the confeffion of one of 
the* plenipotentiaries who tranfadted thefc. 
matters, and who communicated to me and 
to two others of the queen's minifters an in-^ 
fiance of the duke of Marlborough's ma- 
nagement at a critical . moment, when the 
JFrench minifters at Gertrudenberg feemed 
inclinable to come into an expedient for exr 
plaining the thirty-feventb article of the pre- 
liminaries^ 

^ ♦ BuYi pcnfionary of Amftcrdam. 
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Kminaries, which could not have been re- 
fufed. Certain it is, that the King of 
France was at that time in earned to exe-- 
cute the article of Philip's abdication : and 
therefore the expedients fot adjufting what 
related to this article would eafily enough 
have been found, if on our part there bad 
been a real intention of concluding. But 
there was no (uch intention : and the plant 
of thofe who njeant to prolong the war was 
eftablidied among the allies, as the plan 
which ought to be followed whenever a 
peace came to be treated. The allies ima-* 
gined that they had a right to obtain at leaft 
every thing which had been demanded for 
them rcfpedively : and it was vifible that 
nothing lefs would content them. Thefe 
confiderations fet the vaftnefs of the under^ 
taking in a fufHcient light. 

The importance of fucceeding, in the 
work of the peace, was equally great to Eu- 
rope, to our country, to our party, to our per- 
fqns, to the prefcnt age, and to future genera* 

tion$« 
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toons. But I need not take pains to prove 
what no m^ will depy. The mitans em- 
j^ioyed to bring it about were in no degree 
proportbnabIe« A few nien^ fame of whom 
had never been concerned in bufine^ of thia 
kind before, and mod of whom put their 
hands for a lor)g time to it faintly and timor<» 
dufly, were the inftraments (rf it. The mi- 
i^iOer who was at their head, flawed htm*^ 
felf every day incapable of thai attention, that 
method, that coniprehenfion of dififercnt 
Aiatters, which the firft poll in fuch a go^ 
vernnient as ours requires in quiet times^ 
He was the fifft fpripg of all our motion by 
his credit with the queen, ahd his conpur-^ 
#en<ie was necefFary to every thing we did 
by his rank in the ftate: and yet this matt 
itemed to be fonaetimes afleep, and fome- 
times at play. He negleSed the thread of 
bufinefs \ which was carried on for this rea- 
fen with \tk dtfpatch and lefs advantage in 
th« proper channels : and he kept none iit 
his^ pwn hands* He negoti^ed, indeed, by 
fits an4 ftarts, by little tools^ %tA indire<f^ 
- ' ways: 
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w%Y^ i ^^ t^s Hi$ a($WUf beca«o as biirU 
ful as bis indolence } of wfcfich I cp^ld pre*-, 
jduce .fome remarkable inftances. No good 
fg|}d coi^tcl flow Iv'fun fiicb ft fiondud. |n 
^ wefd> wb^n ihk gr^flt df&«f w^ once aiv 
g^^, Um s$«al of p^rfifuUi: men in their fe# 
yeiail 'pfpvioce$ idf ove it forward, though thejr 
W«fe wt fcJM;^d by the concurreni force o€ 
^ #fQlA ^dminiftr^n, roht had the <»iDf 
i^qn Heips of advice tj}! it was loo late, till 
tbp yffy 9fld of the ne^iations; even n 
q»ftt$«fli f«§h w th«t fitf commefcie, vihick 
thif 9o»id not hf (»ppofkd itt underftand. 
Ti^l^t thi$ is » tf^ aci^oyot of the! means u&d 
t0 grriv^ .s»t the fxaos, and a true charadsr o£ 
th^l Adi9ii«idrAtiQn in gencrsU I heiieyeibei 
^p|$ ^^binet fOttniHtl of that time will bear 
QQ^ wUofls. Sure I am^ that moft of thdm- 
Hivs joined with mc in lamboting this fta(« 
of things yrhilft k fabiifted, and all thofe 
%rhQ i»er/s iemployed at cnmUlers In the fe.' 
*find ports of the irdity felt fo^i^ckntly tfecr 
(^i^adliifi vfakh thi$ draipga management 

elteffr 
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often reduced them to. I am confident they 
hare not forgot them, 

» If the means employed to bring the 
peace about were feeble, and in one refpedk 
contemptible, thofe employed to break the 
ucgotiaiion were ftrong and forrhi^able. 
As foon as the firft fu(picion of a treaty's bet- 
ing on foot crept abroad into the world, the 
whole alliance united with a powerful party 
in the nation to obftjrttd it. From that hour 
to the moment the congrefs of Utrecht 
finiflicd, no one meafure poffible to be taken 
was omitted to traverfe every advance that 
was made in. this work, to intimidate, to aU 
lure, to embarrafs every perfon concerned in 
it* This was done without any regard either 
tp decency or good policy : and from hence 
it fopn followed, that paflion and humor 
mingled themfelves on each fide. A great 
part of what we did for the peace, and of 
what others did againft it, can be accounted 
for on no other principle. The allies wf re 
broke among themfelves before they began 

to 
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to treat vfiih the common enemjri The 
matter did not mend in the courfe of th« 
treaty : and France and Spain^ but erpecially 
the former, profited of this difunion. 

Whoever makes the comparifon, which 
I have touched upon, will fee the true rea- 
fons which rendered the peace lefs anfwer^ 
able to the fuccefs of the war, than it might, 
and than it ought to have been. Judgment • 
has been pafTed in this cafe, as the different 
pafiions or interefls df men have infpired 
them. But the real caufe lay in the confti- 
tution of our miniilry, and much more in 
the obftinate oppofition which we met witH ^ 
from the whigs and from the allies. How-- * 
.ever, fare it is, that the defeds of the peace 
did.not occafion the defertions from the tory 
party which happened about this time, nor 
thofe diforders in the court which imme- 
diately followed. 

.Long before the purport of the treaties 
could be known, thofe whigs, who had fet 

out 
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out with tJs in fe\^tntterl htrhdrcd artd tefrii 
began to tddpfe' tddc to fheif [iatty. Thejr 
fcad anfldrrg (1$ A^rcd the barteft bf ^ fi«# 
miniftry, Jtftd Ifke fmidth^ perfen^tfeajr t^ 
meafures in time to have their (hare in that 
tof a tlew government. 

The; t^Wmficd 6t thfe Hiuot^et tdrter 
tdfltittifcd isealous in appearance with Us, tilt 
the peaci was figned. I faW no jpeopte fo 
eager for tht concfufibh of it. Some df 
Ihedi * were irl futfh hade, that th^ thought 
tatty peace preferable to the leaift delay, and 
omitted no inftances to quiekeb their fhttids 
Hvho were adlors m it* As foon as the treas- 
ties \^ere perfeded ittd laid hefwe the par- 
liament, the fchenie of fhefe gerttfemeci iw^ 
gan to difclpfe itfdf entirely. Thtk love df 
the peace, like other paffions, cooled by tth* 
joynient. They grew nice abdtit the con- 
ftrudion of the articles, cotrW come Up teiio 
diredt approbation, and, being let into the 
fecret of what v^ds Ad iiappen, vfOdWnbt 
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|weclade thcrtifclves ftom the glorious ad- 
Vantage of tifing on the ruins of their friends 
and of their party* ' 

The danger of the fiicceflion, and the 
badnefs of the peace, were the two prin- 
ciples on which we were attacked. On the 
firft, the Whimfical tories joined the whigs, 
and declared diredly againft their party. 
Although nothing is more certain than this 
truth, that there was at that time no formed 
defign in the party, whatever views fome par- 
ticular men might have, againft his majefty's 
acceflion to the throne* On the latter, and 
moft other pcMhts, diey afFcdled a moft glori- 
ous neutrality. 

Instead of gathering ftrength, either as 
a miniftry or as a party, we grew weaket 
every day. The peace had been judged 
with reafon to be the only folid foundation 
whereupon we could ered a tory fyftem: 
and yet when it was made, we found our^ 
felves at a full ftand. Nay the very work, 

which 
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which ought to have been the bafis of oaf 
ftrength, was in part ^emoliflied before our 
eyes, and we were ftoned with the ruins of 
it. Whilft this was doing, Oxford looked 
on, as if he had not been a party to all which 
had paffedi broke now and then a jeft, 
which favoured of the inns of court, and the 
bad company in which he had been bred : 
and'On thbfe occafions, where his ftation ob- 
liged him to fpeak of bufinefs, w^s abfolute-^ ' 
ly unintelligible. 

Whether this man ever had any dcter- 
- mined view befides that of raifing his family 
is, I believe, a problematical queftion in the 
world. My opinion is, that he never had 
any other. The condud of a minifter, who 
propofes to himfelf a great and noble objed:, 
and who purfues it fteadily, may feem for a 
while a riddle to the world j efpecially in a ; 
government like ours, where numbers of 
men, different in their charaders, and differ- • 
cnt in their interefts, are at all times to.be 
managed j where public affairs are expofed 

to 
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fo more accidents and greater hazards than 
iof other coontrfcs 5 and where, by confe- 
qufince, he who is 'at the head of bafihefs 
will fipd: himfclf ? often diftraftcd by mea-^ 
lores which haVe Aa relatbn to his purpoTe/ 
ind obliged to bend himfelf .to things Vhich 
9re in fome^degree c6ntraryttoiii& itiain ^- 
fign,^ The* ocean which. environs lis is an 
emblem of out government: aod the pilot 
and the niiniftir'are in fimilar circumftances.- 
It'feldom happens that either of them can 
llder a diredcbuffeV and they both arrive at ^ 
thtir portiby means'which frequently feem 
to carry them from it. But as the work ad- 
vances,* the cond\ift of him who leads it on 
with real abilities clears up, the appearing 
inconfiftencies are reconciled, and when it is 
once confummatcd, the whole ihews itfclf fo 
lAiiform, fo plaini and fo natural, that every 
dabler in politics will be apt to thrnk he 
cbuld have done tlie fame. Ji^ut on the 
other hand, a man who propofes no fuch 
dbjetft, who fubftitutes artifice in the place X)f 
ability, who, inftead of leading parties, and 

P governing 
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governing accidentSi is ttctaaSi^ ag^atedl 

backwards ajai forwards ,hf both, who beM> 

^ns every day fonuthli^ ne«^f asd .eat!^«c 

^ nodiing* oa to perfe^oo,. DMy impoft- « 

I ^l^bile on ll)e world: bvt » Ktlle fesoet or » 

little later the myfiecy wttii be xciisdcdv and 

aotfaiog will be found to be coedicd ondor 

it bttf ai theead c^ pitilaleipedi$iit8y.the. nf^. 

tifnate end of which never e«iQnd<idi ^dtfift 

llban living frpm day to d^iy* Which- ^ 

' tbefe pidur«s,refeaaMe$ 0:^iroBri>,inofl; yo«( 

will deteroune. lamforryto b^oMjgjC^-IOl 

name I^ fo often > butbow is itipofiible: tfh 

do otherwife whU&I acft (peakipg pf timett 

wherein the wbple tura of ai^s. depended. 

OP his motions, and chara^er? 

I H Av« h^ard, and I believe truly, that* 
when he returned to Wip^for ia the aotwim 
of fevcnleen hi<ndred and th^irtceo, after, thct. 
xntrriagp ofbis (on, be,pre0ed extreniely ta 
have him created.Dukc of Newcaftle or Earl. 
of Clare : and the queen, prcifiwiing to he* 
ikatc on fo extraordinary a, propofal, he rp^. 

fented 
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fthie^ this h^kiotv in a jn&miit Avfaich 
Mtt hkciott & miii who had been- fo lately 
MM ^ (hi ^^dfuf^ df her favocifg Upoti 
Hiift/. '€<:tta{ii-iti^, that he be^a<i then to 
iSleW a ^n greater remiiShefs 'm aHpitts o& 
&i^ijihli%,' aA^ to afFe<^ to hf, that frottf 
ilKlh a tittfe, the ^y titm I am fpeaking oQ 
hiB <obk no ffiare in the dtre£tbn of alFai^, or 
wcNTc^ <o thaf e^3. 

• Ife prtttfhdifcd to bavedifcovered irttrigaes 
t^ieh were fef oii tebfragaihft him, and par- 
tteiiktiy he cothpffAftiid of (he advantage 
lytdih* was taketi o^ hBs abfence, during the 
joattay he itwdfc at'his foh's rharriage, to un- 
derniine hiiii with this queen, tie is na'^cr- 
turaHy inclined' to beiiftve the woril j which 
I tikt to be a certain liiark of a mean fpirifc 
anda Wkfi^d fdlil: at leaft I^m fore that 
lli<f contrary ^ality, Wheii it is ntit due to 
w^iafene© of anderftanding, fs the fruit of a 
geiWio«» tJennpcr, and an horieft heart. 
Pf&nt to judge ill of all mankind, he will 
barely be fcdueed" by his credulity j but I 
D 2 never 
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never knew a man fo captWrc of |>eing the 
bubble of bis diftruft and jealoufy. / He waf 
fo in this cafe, although the queen, iyho 
could not be ignorant of the truth/ .iait}; 
enough to undeceive hinei. But to berfiode^^i 
ceived, and to own himfelf fo^; ww flOt^hi?* 
play. He hoped by cu0iu»g.tp v^niQ) over 
his want of faith and of ability. JHcy^r^g 
defirous to make the wprid impute the ex^ 
traordinary part, or, to fpeak more properly, 
U* ' ) —^he no pan, vvhich he afl;ed'vvjth tbeftdf of 
{rqafurer i« his hand, to the queen's with- 
drawing her favour from him, »id ' to bis 
friends abandoning him: pretences, utterly, 
groundlefs when he firft made thfem, and 
which he brought to be real at laft. Even 
the winter befori, the queen*is .death, , v?ben 
his credit began to waip apace, he najight 
have regained it; he might have reconciled 
himfelf -perfeftly with, all his ancient friends, 
and have acquired the confidence ,of the 
whole party. I fay, he might, have done all 
this ; bccaufe I am perfuaded that none of 
thofe 1 have. named were fo convinced of his 
i perfidy. 
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jlerfidy, fb jaded Fwiih his yoke, or, fo much 
piqued perfonally againft him, ae I was : and 
yet if he would Have exerted himfelf iq con- 
€ert with us, to improve the few advantages 
which were left us, and to ward off the vifi- 
ble danger which threatened our perfons and 
our party, I vrauld have ftiflcd my private 
animoiity, and would have a(^ed under him 
with as much zeal as ever, ^ut he was 
micapable of takihg fuch a turn. The fum 
of all his policy had been to amufe the 
whigs, the tories, and the Jacobites, as long 
as be could, and to keep his power as long 
9s he amufed them. When it became im- 
poflible to amufe man|cind any longer^ he 
appeared plainly at the end of his line. 

By a fecret cqrrefpondence with the late 
Earlbf JIalifax, and by the intrigues of 
his brother, and other fanatical relations^ he 
had endeavoured to keep fome hold on the 
vWgs. 

P 3 Th5 
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Th£ tories were attstcbftd to bim at firft 
by the heat of a revolution irt. the ipbiftry, 
hy their hatred of the people who wjere dis- 
carded, and by the fond hopes which it i^ 
cafy to give at the fetting out of a new ad^ 
ininiftration. Afterwards he held out the 
peace in profped to therp, and to the jacor 
bites feparately, as an event which muft \m 
brought about before he could effeduallji 
ferve either. You cannot have forgot how 
jhings which we prefled were put off, upon 
every occafion, till the peace : the peace wa? 
to be the date of a new adminiAration, an4 
the period at which the millenary year of 
toryiftn (hould begin. Thus were the tories 
at that time amufed ; and f\ncc cny exilp I 
have had the opportunity of knowing cer- 
-tainly and cirpumftantially that the Jacobites 
were treated in the fame manner, and that 
the pretender was made, through the French 
tninifter, to expedl that meafures (hould be 
taken for his redoration, as fbon as the peace 
had rendered them practicable. He was to 

atteaipt 
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«tttimpt nibthin^t bis pbrtifAns wcce to lie 
1^, Oxf^RlD nackrtook for all. 

AiPtfiR iti«Ay dldtys^ fatal to the gcMril 
ibfereit of Europe^ thi$ peace was figned : 
ifkl the only cdn&ierable thing which he 
brduj^b about afterwards^ was the marriage 
I have oifotioned abo?e J and by it an ac- 
i^eifion of rkha snd bcmblnr to t famiiy^ 
whofe ^ate was very mean, and whoie 
illoftratiOB before this time I never met with 
any wber^, fa%rt in the irain difcourfes which 
he uied to hold t>v€t clar^. If he fcept his 
w<^rd with any of the parties abovemen- 
tioned^ it mxdk be fuppofed that he did ib 
with the whigs ; for as to us, we faw no- 
ising afbr (be peace but increar<$ of mordfi* 
catkxi and nearer approaches to rum. Not 
a ftitp was n^e towards coitipletidg the 
f<^tdement of Europe, which the treaties of 
ytrecht and Hadftat left iroperfeift j towards ' 
fortifying and eftablUhing the tory party ; 
tQwards fecuring tbofe, who had been the 
princip^ a^or^io this adminiftration, againft 

future 
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future events. We had proceeded in a C(Mi^ 
fidence that thefe things (hould immediately 
follow the conclufion of the peace : he had 
never, I dare (Wear, entertained a thought 
Concerning them. As foor^ as the laft hand" 
wis given to the fortune of his family, he 
abaqdoned his miilrefs, his friends, and bis 
pariy^ who had boi;^ him fo many years 6ti 
their flioulders : and I was prefent when this 
want of faith was reproached him. in the: 
plaineft and ftrongeft terms by one of the 
honefteft^ men in Britain, and hjcfore fome 
* of thet mod + confiderable tories. Even his 
impudence failed him on this occafion : he 
did not fo much as attempt an excufe. 

He could' not keep his word which he 
had given the- pretender and his adherents, 
becaufe he had formed no party to fupport 
him in fuch a defign. He was fure of hav- 

' ing 

* Lord Trevor. 

•\i Duke of Ormond, Lord Anglesey, Lord Har- 
couRT, and myfclf, in Oxford's lodgings in St.Jamcs*^ 
"boofe. . 
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log the wbtgs agsHoft him : if be made the 
atteippt, and he was notJiire of having th«; 
tories for bimt 

In this (late of confufion and diftrefs, to 
which he h^d reduced. himfelf and us^yoa 
remember the part he aded« He was the 
fpy.of the whigs, and voted with m in the 
morning againft;thofc very queftions which 
he had. penned the night before with Wal- 
POLE) ancj. others.— -He kept his poft oa 
terms which no m^an but he would have 
held it on, neither fubmitting to the queen, 
nor complying with his friends. He would 
not, or hexould not ad with us;^ and he re- 
folved that we ffaould not a£t without him» 
as long as he could hinder it* The queen's 
, heakh was very precarious, and a? her death 
he hoped by thcfe means to deliver us up, 
bound as'it were hand and foot, to our ad- 
yerfarics. On the foundation of this merk 
he flattered himfelf that he had gained ibme 
of the whigs, and foftened at leaft the reft of 
|he oarty to binan By his fecrct negotiations 
...'.' at ■ 
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at Hanover, he took it for granted, that ht 

was not only reconciled to that court, but 

that he (hould, under his pro£int majeAy'A 

reign, have as much credit as he had enjoyed 

under that (^ the queen, Hb was weak 

^ough to boaft of this, and to promtfe hM 

good offices voluntarily to feveral : ia no 

roan was woik enough to think theoi urortb 

tieing foticited. in a word, you muft have 

hfard that he anf\mr€d to Lord Dahiv 

I40UT9 and to Mr. BROMLBVy that oat 

0K>uld keep the privy ieal, arid the other the 

feals of fecretary $ and that Lord Cowfeii 

inakes no fcruple of lelling how he came td 

Gifier him the feals of chancellor^ Wbea 

the king arrived, he went to Greenwich 

with an aScif^atkm of pocoip and of bcnvfff 

Againfi his fufpicipus character, he was once 

in his life the bubble of his cneduHly ; and 

this dtlufion betrayed him into a pttmlh^ 

ineot, tpore fevere Ui my fenfe than aS^ wfaicH 

has happepcd toJmm fince, or than pttrptj|% 

tual exile ; he vi^s afiroirited \u the manner 

in which he was prcientod ta the Umg. 

The 
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Ti^ meanefii ibbged vt^tild have beeti rei- 
pdved wkh goodnpfs^ the mod obnoxiouf 
iwilii aa air of indifference j but he was r^«- 
p^ivodififith t&e tfioA diftiogui(hkig contcoipti/ 
T^s Ir^ttsaent he had in the face of the na» 
tion. 7he kiag began hi$ feign, in this iiw 
ftancii, with puni^hii^ the ingratitude, tho 
perfidy, the ipfokoce, which ha^ been fliewii 
to. bis predeceffiir. Qxford fled from court 
(covered wfth (hao^, ^ €klj^&, of the derU 
ibo of the whig^, and qf the indignatioa qf 
l^^tories* 

The qtie^sn nighty If (he had pleafcdt 
have feved herfelf from all thofe mortificf^ 
tiofis (he met with during the H& tnootha of 
)itfr ceign, and her fervants and tl^ torj 
Mrty kom thofe iniaibrtunes which they ca- 
dured dnring the fame timei perhaps fronv 
thofo which they haye fallen into fince hc« 
death. When {he fouod that the peace> 
from the conclufioq of which flie expected 
pafe and quiet, brought ftill greater troubfe 
ppon herj when ^e few the weafcntfs o# 

her 
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her government, and the coofoiion of lier 
a^airs increafe everyday ; when flw few her 
firft n^inifter bewildered and unable to extri<* 
cate hlmfelf or her ; in fine, when the neg- 
ligence of his public condud, and the fau« 
cinefs of his private behaviour had rendered 
him infupportable to her, and (he took the 
refolution of laying him afide, there was a 
fbength ilill remaining fufficient to have 
fupported her government, to have fulfilled 
in great part the expeditions of the tories, 
and to have conftituted both them and the 
minifters in fuch a fituation as would have 
left them little to apprehend. Sonv defigns 
were indeed on foot which might have pro^ 
duced very great diforders : Oxford's con- 
du£l had given much occafion to them, and 
with the terror of them, he endeavoured to 
intimidate the queen. But expedients were, 
not hard to be found, by which thcfe defigna 
ipight have been pipped in the bu^d, or elfc 
by which the perfons who promoted them 
might have been induced to lay them afide^ 
]g^t that f^tal jrrefolutiqn inherept to thq 

§t«w< 



Digitized 



by Google 



SIR WILLIAM W^NP HAM. ^1 

SCiiarC race hun^ upon- b^r. .She fekc too 
much inwacd refentmeBtto be able to xoar: 
ceal his di%face from him : yet after he had^ 
made this difcovery, (he cpntinued tp truft^ 
all her power in his hands. . ^^ 

4 

No pe(^k ever were in fuch a ccndUio^ 
as ours continued to be from the autumn o£ 
one thouiand feven hundred and thirte^; to 
the ifummer following. /The queen's he^t];i 
funk every day. The attack which (he hf4. 
io the 'winter at Windfor ferved as a vijarxi^/ 
ing both to thofc who'wjfli^d; and itQ .tbofo 
who^fegr^d-jher death, to expc6^ it, The 
party- which oppofed the court ha4 b^ca 
continually gaining (Irength by the weaknoift 
of our adminiftration^ and at this time thek 
numbers weie vaAly encreafed, and their 
fpirit . was railed by the' near profpe£k of the 
fucccflion taking place. We were not !at 
liberty to excft theftrength we haflfc. Wb 
iaw our danger, and many of us (am thp'tnic 
means of avoiding it : but whilfl: thc^im^gk 
wand was in the fame hands, this knowledge 

ferved 
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levied Qrilf to imeits diir im'tiS^^ ; in6i 

^Wk ttit eyes open to Wrffc oft te#dfiitf tKe" 
^eif^eew Every moment wi6 he^iinU Id^ 
able, if the queett fivedj t6 Bppbi^ hit 
government ; if (be died, to fecure ourfeltfe^; 
0i!fe Me Wfts uniteiT- M & <toftiti$t§fl ^\iWi 
ind a&6A u|x»i tni 6i»foi^ib plaii ii f^€^(ii 
liad feally hotn^ a alK W€ fthew i<N«t vtrtf 
#eif6but of fivaur-at 166= cdWt of ■flMribvitt'j 
ibM we W^re rejsir^efrititd tber<i :is jiidbbkes, 
and tkali tlSt elefboii, bis pret^f dfa^^^ hatf 
becin rbndet^d pobTidy k party t^fhik 6p^» 
fk>ftiont in fpighi< bf wbikh #e^ miat^'fbi? 
feace : an* yet- ^*« nrfiAer harf tiAfftnJlribi? 
tould tekt ih c^ir praMt dreumfti^i^ces^' a^ 
neafures tobe better or wbcfe there. Tbttd 
welangatthddtiH .the>twM^-fev«mb'«f Jalfi 
ooi< tbokifiuid leven.bdEidred' ^utd ^ourteeo^ 
iffaftft the queen/ difmiOiied the treafurer. Oii 
llie^ Friday following fiie fell imo^iiii^po^ 
ple<y, and* died on^ Sbfitlay the firft of 

Yoir 
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Vou dor me^ I cfate fey, the ^rfticc to bc^ 
Uev%th«twhilft tfaisftafeo^^^ laftedi 

^wr very well, bow Uftk mention hc^ts I 
might make of it at the time, that no maa ioi 
the niniAi^ oc in: the par^, wis fe iHisch 
expofed , as my fell. I could exped: im 
flatter from the whtgs,. fior (bad deferred 
noaeu There were perions amosgd theut 
foe whx>m I had gfeat eibsemr and friend*^ 
fhif s ]Kt neither with thefe, aef with in^ 
others^ *had I preietved a ^«re(c cibrre^iir^ 
deiKe, which might he of ufe (e me in tft^ 
day of diftrefs : and beiidesr the general cha^ 
rader of my party, 1 knew that particular 
prejudices were entertained againft me at 
Hanover. The whigs wanted, nott^og hut 
an opportunity of attaclung the peace,, ami it ' 
could hardly be imagined that they would^ 
flop. there. In which caf(^, I hneW that they^ 
could have hold on no m^n To much as. 
myfelf : the inftrudions, the. orders,, the* me* 
morials had been drawn.by me, the corre^ 
Ipondcnce relating to it in J^rance, and. every 
where elfe, had been carried oji^ by me > in 

a word. 
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a word, my hand appeared to alittoflf evfery 
paper which had beitn writ in -the whole 
cooffe of the ncgotlatton. To all vthtfe<:6nJ 
fidefations^I added that of the weight 6f per-' 
fonfal refentmeot, which I had created agairiflr 
myfelf at home and abroad: in ^ part tina-* 
voidably by the thare I was obliged* to take 
in thefe affairs j and in part, if you \Vill,' 
unneceflarily by the warmth of toy temper, 
and by fome unguarded cxpreffibni, ^ for 
which I Have no exciife to make, buf that' 
which Tacitus makes for his father-in-' 
law, Julius; Agricola : " honeftius puta-' 
*5 1)am offcndere, quam odifle.*^ ' * " ' ^ 



Having this profped of being diftin- 
guifted from the reft of my party, in the'' 
common calamity, by feverer treatment, I 
might have juftified myfelf, by r^ afbn>nd by 
great authorities too, if I had niade early 
provifion, at leaft to be fafe, when I (hould 
be no longer ufefiil. How I could have fe- 
cured this point I <Jo not think fit to,<;xplain : 
but certain it is that I made no bnc iftep to- 
wards 
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wards it; I reiblved not to abandon my 
party by turnifig whig, or, which is worfc a 
great deal, whimfical ; nor to treat feparate*^ 
ly from it. I refolved to keep myfclf at 
liberty to afl: on a tory bottom. If the 
queen difgraced OxFORb and continued to 
live after wftrite, I knew we (hould have 
tiaie and rftfcans to provide for our future 
ftfety : if the queen died and left ^s in the 
fame unfortunate drcumftanc^s, I expected 
to fiHFer for and with the tories y and I wag 
prepared for it. 

Thr thunder had long grumbled in the 
air J and yet when the bolt feH, tiioft of our 
party appeared as much furpriftd as if they 
had had no reifon to expcdt it. There was 
a perfect calm and univerfal fubmiffipn 
through the whole kingdom. The cheva- 
lier indeed fet out as if his defign had Been 
to gain the coaft and to embark for Great 
Britain; and the court of France made a 
merit to themfelves of flopping him and 
obliging him to return. But this, to my 
E certain 
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certain knowledge, was A farce aCted by ccmi 
cert, to k^ep up an opinion of his cbara£ter» 
when all opinion of his caufe feemed to be at 
an etid. He owed this concert to me at Bar, 
on the Qccafion of my telling him that h9 
woutd have found no parry ready to receivie 
himt and that the enterprife would have 
been to the lad degree extravagant^ He 
was at this tidie far from having any en-p* v 
cooragement : no party, numerous enough 
to mak<e thq kaO: difturbance^ wa^ foraged in 
his favour. On the king's arrival the ftorm 
arofe« The menaces of the whigs, backed 
by fome very rafli ikclarations, by little cir- 
cun^ances pf hunK)r which frequently of* 
fend more than real injuries, and by the en* 
tire change of all the perfohs in employment 
blew up the coals. . 

At firft many of the tories had been 
made (o entertain foo^ faint hopes that they 
would be permitted to live in qoi^t. . I hj^ve 
been aiTu red that the king left Hanover in 
that rcfoJution. Happy had it been for him 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



ibdifof OS ifhe hafdf ci^minned in if ; if the 
ffloclerition of his temper hdd not been over- 
borwe by the violence of party, and his ahd 
Ac 'national intereft fecriftced to the paffions 
of 'a ffew. Others there were .arfiong' th6 
fbKfes who bid flattfercd thcmfclves with. 
fWttcfe greater erpt^tation^ than rhefe, and 
whi^* had depcrtded, not on fuch imaginary 
fevW'ftfld dangeKotwadvancemene as was of- 
fepetf^lhcm aftervirArds, but on real credit 
arid ftbfhntial power uhder the new go- 
vcmthcnt. Such ftnpreflioiis on the minds 
of nienhad rehdef-ed'ihe two ttoafes of par- 
liament, whfcli were then fitting, a? g'ood 
courtiers to king George, ,as ever they had 
been to qiieen Atjne. Btit all thefe hdpes 
being at once arid with violehee cxtinguiftied, 
defpair fuccceded in their room. ' ' 

' Our party began foon to aft like tiien 

deK\fercd over to their paffions, and unguidcd 

by any other principle j not like m^en fired 

by a juft refentment and a reafonable ambi- 

E 2 lioa 
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tton to a bold undertaking.. They treated 
the government like men who were refolved 
not to live under it: and yet they took no 
one meafure to fupport thetnfelves agaihfl: it. 
They exprefied, without referve or circum- 
fpedion, an eagetnefs to join in any attempt 
againfl: the eftablilhment which they had re-^ 
ceived and confirmed, and which many ol 
them had courted but a few weeks before : 
and yet in the midft of all this bravery, when 
the eledtion of the new parliament caqie on, 
fome of thefe very men a£ted with the copU 
nefs of thofe who are much better difpofed 
to compound than to take arms. 

^^E body of the tories being in this tem*^ 
per, it is not to be wondered at, if they > 
heated one another, and began apace tp, 
turn their eyes towards the pretender : and 
if thofe few, who had already engaged with 
him, applied themfelvcs to improve the con* 
juncture, and endeavoured to, lift a party for 
him* , 

I WENT, 
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I WENT, about a month after the queen's 
deaths «as ,foon as the feals were taken from 
me, into the country ; and wbilft I continued 
there, I felt the general difpofition to jaco* 
bitifm increafe daily among people of alt 
ranks; among feveral who had bttn con- 
ftantly diftinguifhed by^heir averdon to that 
caufe. But at my return to London in the 
month of February or March, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifteen, a few \^eeks be- 
fore 1 left England, I began for the firft 
time in my whole life to perceive thefe ge- 
neral difpofition^ ripen into refolutions, and 
to obferve fomc regular workings among 
many of our principal friends, which de- 
noted a fcheme pf this kind. Thefe work- 
ings, indeed, wefe very faint i for the per- 
fons concerned in carrying them on did not 
think it fafe to fpeak too plainly to men, 
who were, in truth, ill difpofed to the go- 
vernment, becaufe they neither found their 
account^ at prefent under it, nor had been 
managed with art enough to leave them 
E 3 Iiopes 
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hopes of finding it hereafter ; but who at Ihe 
fame time had not the leaft afFe^ioa fpr the 
pretender's perfon, nor any principle £avoar* " 
able to his intcreft* . ' 

This was the Rate. of things wh^n the 
new parliacnenr, which hi% majefty had 
' called, aflemblcd. A great awjority of the 
clcdions had gone in ftivor of the whigs ; to 
which the want of concert among the toriea 
had contributed as much, as the vigot of that 
party, and the inflaence of the new govern- 
xiient. The whigs citne to the dpcning of 
this parliament full of as much violence as 
covdd poflefs men who expeded.to make 
their court, to confirm themfelve? in powtr, 
and to gratify their refentmerus by the fenkc. 
meafores. I have heard that it was a dif- 
. pute among the minifters, how f^r this fpirit 
fliould be indulged ;^and that the kirtg wae 
determined, or confirmed in a determination, 
to confent to the profeciitions, and to give 
the reins to the party, by the reprefentations' 

that 
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that were made to bion, that great difficai- 
ties would arife in the cond^<S of the f^fHon 
if the court (hould appear inclined to checik 
this fpirrt, and by Mr. W — ^*s undertaWng 
to carry all the bufincfs fucccsfully through 
the boufe of commons if they were at liber- " 
ty. Sui^ has often been the unhappy fate 
of our princes : a real neceffity fometimes, 
and fomctimcs a feeming one, has forcjed 
them to compound with a part of the na- 
tion at the expence of the whole j and the 
fuccefs of their bufinefs for one year^ has been 
purchafed at the price of public diforder for ^ 
many. 

The conjundure I am fpeaking of af- 
fords a memorable inftance of this truth. If 
milder meafurcs had been purfucd, certain it 
is, that the torics had never univerfally em-^ 
braced jacobitifm. The violence of the 
whigs forced them into the arms of the pre- 
tender. The court and the party feemcd to 
vie with one another which (hould go the 
E 4. greateft 
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grcateft lengths in fcverity : and the mini- 
(lers, whofe true interefl it mud at all ticoes 
be to calm the minds of men, and wbp 
ought never to fet the examples of extraordi- 
nary inquiries or extraordinary accufations, 
were upon this cccafion the tribunes of the 
people. 

The council of regency, which began to 
fit as foon as the queen died, adted like a 
copncil of the holy office. Whoever looked 
on the face of the nation faw every thing 
quiet J not ope of thofe fymptoms appearing 
which muft have fhcwn themfelves more or 
lefs at that moment, if, in reality, there had 
been any meafures taken during the former 
reign to defeat the proteftant fpcceffion. His 
majefty afcended the throne with as little 
contradidion and as little trouble, as ever a 
fon fucceeded a father in the poflcffion of a 
private patrimony. But he, who had the 
opportunity, which I had till my difpiiflion, 
of feeing a great part of what pa0ed ir^ that 

council. 
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couocili would have thought that there had 
been an oppc^tion ad:ua1)y formed, that the 
hew eftablKhment was attacked openly froai 
without, and betrayed frooi within. 

The fame difpofition continued after the 
king's arrival. This political inquifition 
went on with all the eagernefs imaginable 
in feifing of papers, in ranfacking the queen's 
clofet, and examining even her private let- 
ters. The whigs had clamored loudly, and 
affirmed in the face of the world, that the 
nation had beeen fold to France, to Spain, to 
the pretender : and whilft t|hcy endeavoured 
in vain, by very Angular methods, to find 
fome colour to juftify what they had ad- 
vanced without proof, they put thcmfelves 
under an abfolute neceflity of grounding the 
mod folemn profecution on things, whereof 
they nf)ight indeed have proof, but which 
would never pafs for crimes before any 
judges, but fuch as were parties at the fame 
time. 

In 
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Iif the king's firft fpcech from the throne, 
all the inflaoimg hiot} were .giveo^ fcmd att * 
the methods of violence were cbalke4 oat H> 
the two houfes. The firft fteps in both, were 
perfcdiy anfwerable ;^ and, to the (hame of 
the peerage be it fpoken, I faw at that time 
fevcral lords concur to condemn, in one ge- 
neral vote, all that they had approved of in a 
former parliament by many particular relb- 
kitioDS. Among feveral bloody refolutions 
propofed and agitated at this time, the refo* 
lution of impeaching me of high treafbn was 
taken : and I took that of leaving England, 
not in a panic terror improved by the artifi- 
rces of the duke of Marlborough, whom 
1 kww even at that time too well to a£t by 
,his advice or information in any cafe, but on 
focb grounds as the proceedings which foon ' 
followed fufficiently juftified, and' as 1 have . 
never repented building upon, Thofe who 
blamed it in the firft heat were ibon after 
obliged to change their language : for what 
other refolution could I take ? The method 

of 
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of proR^oti^ defigned ftgainft ihc wouM 
haVc (tot me immediatdy out of conditiqn ti) 
aft for ixiyfclf, or t6 fcrve thofe who wef€ 
kfs .expofi^ than me^ but who werc^ bow«- 
' ever^ io dar^tr* . On the other band), how 
few wcF^ there on wbofe affiftance I could 
depend, or to whom I would, even if^ thpfe 
drcumftances, be obliged ? The ferment in 
the nation was wrought up to a confiderable 
height; bat there was at that tim^ no rea«> 
ion to expetfl that it Could influence the pro- 
ceedings in parliament in favor of thofe who 
Should be accufed. Left to it*s own moye*- 
ment, it was much more proper to quickea 
than flacken the profecutions : and who was 
there to guide it's motions ? The tories who 
had been true to one another to the laft were 
an handful, and no great vigor could be ex* 
pe<3ed from them. The whimficals, di&p-* 
pointed of the figure wiiich thejr hoped to 
make, began indeed to join their old friends. 
One ^ of the principal anoongft them was fo 

very 

• Earl of Anglesey, I told the fad to the blfcop of 
RocHfiSTBR that night or the next day. 
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very good ^ to confefs to mc, that if. the 
court had called the fervants of tl^e late 
4}acen to account, and had ftoppfed ihtfre, he 
muft have confiilered hiojfelf as a judge, 
and* have a6tcd accocdmg to his confciencc 
on what HiQuId have appeared to him : but 
thai war had been declared to the whole 
lory party, and that now the ftate of things 
was altered. This difcourfe needed no com- 
mentary, and proved to me, that I had never 
erred in the judgment I made of this ifct of 
men. Could I then refolve to be obliged 
to them, or to fufFer with Oxford ? As 
much as I (lilt, was baited by the difpotes 
in which I had beep all my life engaged 
againft the vyhigs; I would fooner havcchofe . 
X6 owe my fecurity to their indulgence, than 
to the affiftance of the whimficals : but I 
thought baniftimeht,. with all her train, 
of. evils, preferable vto either. 1 abhorred 
OXFORD to that degree, that I could not 
bear to be joined with him in any cafe. Nor 

thing 
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^iQg perhaps contributed^ (q much to deter- 
mine me as this Xentiment. A Tenfe of :ho» 
nor w6uld isot have permitted me to t^in* 
guifli betii^oen his cafe and mine o^n/: st^ 
it wa& w0r{e than death tajje under jthe ne-* 
ccffity pf making themj the fame^ and ^of 
takipg oieafures in conpcrt wi^h him» 4 /. 

I AM now^ cop)e.tt) jh^.,:time at which I 
left England, and have, fioitheid the iSr/l.j>art 
of that dedufliqn of fa<fts, ^t^ich I pfQppfed 
to jay hefoce you. ,1 am hppiefifl that yc^ 
will not think it altogether tedious or unee-* 
cefTary : for although very little of what I 
have/fidcan be^ new ta;you, yet this^fum- 
ma^-y^ account will cnaWq^ you with greater 
eafe to recal ^ your memory the paflages of 
thofe fpurjycars, wherewith all tfiat I am 
g^fig tf> relate to you, has aa iminedia^e ^nd 
neccifft^yjcpnneftiooi , 

In what has been fatd I am far from 
making my own panegyric.' I had not in 

^ th&fe 
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thefe days fo mtich merit as was afcribei to 
me-: nor iinco that ^ime have I hadfo Ihtle 
as the 4ame peli^s allowed me. I con^^ 
mined without dlfpvite many i^auHfr; attlas 
greater man than I can pretend to be^ con- 
ftttuted in the fame drcumftances, would not 
have %ept clear of aU : but with refpe^tto 
the tonics I committed none. I carried the 
point of party-honor to Ac height, arid JIacri- 
ficed every thin^ to my attachment to thtm 
during tfcis period of tttine. Let us now exa- 
mine whether I have done is^ during the 
reft. . - 

When 1 arrived in France, about the^nd 
of March one dioufand fevcn hundred and 
fifteen, the affairs of England were repre- 
fented to me in another light, than I had 
feen them in when I looked uporf Ihem 
with my own eyes very few weeks before. I 
found the perfons, who were detached ^ to 
fpcak with nw?, prepared to think that I came 
over to negotiate for the pretender : and 

when 
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wliien they perceived thtt I was tnore ignoN 
ranc than they imagined, I was: affiired bf 
tbem that there Wild be fuddenly aa uniw 
verfal ^iikg in England andScotlatid* The 
leaders were named to me, thar. engage^; 
meffts rpeci$ed> and ttiany genttemen, yoar-^ 
feif bcfibng othen^ werf^ reckoned tipoa £or 
particular fer^ces, though t was certaici 3rott 
had never been treated with* From whfencft 
I concluded, and the event has juftified nriy 
opinion, that thefe aiTuraoces hdid^oettgiTcn 
go the general irbaraftora of mw, byiubbtO^ 
eur frieBds as had en:A>^rked iocmt§' a<kI 
^nr farther than the i^ft^ : 

Tuis nwqagcment fbrjM-ifed joie ejtFCin?- 
ly; < In the anfwera I matde, 1 endeaV)Qured 
to ibtifae ifiHlake right; to Hiew that \h\p^. 
wcrriwr £rofnr the pc^pt of maturity ima- 
gittcd; that d>e Qhcvaliei- ^ad y-ct no^pvtjr 
for Itimi and that ngljiing could for Ai opq 
but the dttrcant violenoe which the whi^ 
^u^stenod to dxttxiSf. . Great en^avouc^ 
. were 
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vrere ufed to engage me in this aflfair, andto 
prevail on me lo aofwer the letter of invifei-^ 
^on feot me from Bar. I alledged, as it was 
true, that I had no commii^n from any 
perfon in England, and that the friends I 
left behind me were the only perfons who 
could determine me, if any could, to take 
iiich a ftep. As to the lad propofition, I 
abiolutely refufed it. 

In the uncertainty of what would happen, 
whe^r the prpfecations would be puttied, 
which was moft probable, in the manner in- 
tended againft me, and againft others, for all 
6i whom, except the Earl of Oxford, I had 
as much concern as for myfclf ; or whether 
the whigs would relent, drop fome, and 
foften the fate of others 5 I refolvcd to;con- 
dua myfelf fo, as to create no appearance 
whidi might be ftrained into a pretence for 
hard ufage, and which might be retorted on 
my friehds when they debated for me, or 
when they defended thcmfelves. I faw the 

Earl 
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Btfl itf Staih^J promifed him tthat I would 
Mber toto no jacxibitc-jejigageineiMi jind h 
kept^iny j^xrord wiik.bixi9» I mit ^ letter to» 
Mh jkewtzryStAHuofMf whicb m%bt !|tk«, 
dffauiy imptllbation of jiegle(^ x)f the ^gofprn^ 
sntmt^ and I nstired^ipto Dauphbej^td ce*^* 
move the c^b^icwi ^of tx&donot ixtAt \im 
to^t of FrahcCi 



T*i8 r^tre^t h&tn Pm% was .cenfurod ill 
fingkindi aixi ftyled a deferticm C|^ my/rrnd$ 
«nd of tbtir cauTe : with what foundattan Jet 
«hy reaibnable man dctettniiiS* • Had I en** 
gaged with the pretender before the party 
adled for him, or required of me that I 
ihould do (o^ I b^d taken 4he x»r4>f being his 
man j whereas 1 looked oa myfcif ^ theirs t 
I had gone about to bring them ioto hiS' mea^ 
fur es J whereas 1 never iotcndcd^ even fince 
thattime^ to do any thing niore than to makp 
Viih as far as pofTibleaft comfpfmably to thw 
Views. 

F During 
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DoRiNG the Ihort time I continued on 
the banks of the Rhone, the profecutions 
were carried on at Wcftminfter with tl^e ut-. 
moft violence, and the ferment aqaong the 
people was rifen to fuch a degree, that it 
could end in^nothing better, it might ftavc 
endedinfomethingwiorfc,^thanitdid. The 
meafurcs which I obfcrved at Paris bad 
turned to no account j on the contrary, the 
Jetter which I writ to Mr. fecretary Stan- 
hope was quoted as abafe and fawning fob^ 
miffion ; and what I intended as a mark of 
rcfpea to the' government, and a fervice to 
my friends, was perverted to ruin me in the 
opinion of the latter. The a& of attainder, 
in coofequence of my impeachment, hid 
pafled againft me, for crimes of the blackeft 
dye : arid among other iodacemcnts to pafe 
it, my having been engaged in the preten- 
der's intereft was one. How well founded 
thi^ article was, has already appeared ♦. I waS 
jui as guilty of the reft. The correfpond- 
encc with me was, you know, neither fre- 
quent 
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qtieot nor fafe. I heard feldpm and darkly 
from you } and though I faw well enough 
which way the current ran, yet I was en- 
tirely ignorant of the meafures you took, and 
of the ufe you intended to make of me. I 
contented myfelf, therefore, with letting you 
ail know, that you had but to command me« 
t^d that I was ready tb venture in your fer« 
vice the little which remained, as frankly as 
I had cxpofed all which was gone. At 1 aft 
your commands came, ^nd i (hall fhew you 
in what manner I executed them. 

; The perfon who was fent to me arrived in 
the beginning of July, one thoufand fciveh 
hundred and fifteen, at the 0acc where I 
was. He fpoke in the name of all the 
friends wJipfe authority could influence me, 
and he brought the word that Scotland was 
not. only ready to take.arms^ but under fome 
fort of dtflatisfadion to be withheld from be«» 
ginning; that in England ihe people were 
exafporated againfl: the government to fuch 
JF z a de* 
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a degree, that, far from wanting to be ea^ 
couraged, they could nbt be reftraioed fttrni 
infuldng it on every occafion ; that the whofe 
tory pftrty was become avowedly Jacobite ; 
that many officers of the army^ and the ma^ 
jority of the foldiers were very well afiedised 
\o the caufe 3 that the city of Lopdon was 
ready to rife, and that the enterprifes iat. fciz^ 
ing of feveral places were ripe for executioh t 
in a word, that moft of the prbcipal toriea 
were in a concert with the Duke of ORMotrD, 
for I had prefied particularly to be informed^ 
whether his grace afted alone, or if not, who 
were has council ; and that the otheis. were 
fo difpofed, that there remained no doubt of 
their joining as foon as the fir(t blow ihould 
be {Iruck. He added, that my friends were 
a litrie furprifed to obferVe that I lay neuter 
in fucfa a conjun&ure. He reprefented fo 
•01c the danger I ^an of being prevented by 
people of all fides from having the merit <^ 
.engaging earljrtin this ei^terprife ; and how 
unaccountable it would be for a man im« 
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peached and attainted ofider the prefent go- 
vernipenrt, to take fto fti^e in 'bringing about 
t rcTolntion fo near at hand and h cbrtain. 
He efitreated that I would defer no longer to 
join the chevsdkr ; ^ to advife and affift \n 
carrying on his affairs, and to folicit and nc-« 
gotiate at the court of France, where my 
friends imagined than I (hould not fail to 
meet with a favorable reception, and from 
whence they made no doubt of receiving af-^ 
fiftance in a fituatioo of affairs fo critical, fo 
unexpected, and fo promifing. He con- 
cluded by giving me a letter from the pretcn.- 
6ct^ whom he had feqn in his way to me, in 
ivhicli I was preffcd to repair without lofs of 
time to Commercy : and this inftance was 
grounded on the mcffage, which the bearer 
of the letter had brought pie from my friends 
in England^ Since he was font to me, it 
jbad been more proper to have cpme diredly 
where I was : but he was in hafte to make 
his own court, and to deliver the afTurances 
which were entrufled tp him* ;P^cha|>s tpp 
F 3 ' he 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 ALElTTERTO 

be imagined that he (hould tie the knot 
fafter on , me by acquainting me, that my 
friends had adually engaged for themfelvet 
and me, than by barely telling me that they 
defired I would engage for myfelf and 
them. 

In the progrefs of the converfation he re- 
lated a multitude of fads, which fatisfied me 
as to the general difpofition of the people ; ^ 
but he gave me little fatisladion as to the 
meafures taken for improving this difpofition, 
for driving the bufinefs on with vigor if it 
tended to a revolution, or for fupporting it 
with advantage if it fpun into a war. When 
I queflioned him concerning feverat perfons 
whofe difinclination to the government ad- 
mitted of no doubt, and whole names, qua- 
lity, and experience were very eflential to the 
fuccefs of the undertaking, he owned to me, 
that they kept a great refcrve, and did at 
: mod but encourage others to ad, by general 
and dark expreffions. 
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I RECEIVED this account and this ium* 
mohs ill in my bed : yet important as the 
matter was, a few minutes ferved to deter-- 
mine me. The circumiUncks wanting to 
form a reafonable inducement to engage did 
not efcape me« But the fmartofabiil of 
attainder tingled in every vein : and I locked 
on my party to be under oppreffion, and to 
call for my afliftatice. Befides which I con- 
iidered firft that I fhould certainly be in- 
formedy when I conferred with the chevalier^ . 
of many particulars unknown to this gentle^ 
man ; for I did not imagine that yOu, could 
be fo near to take arms, as he reprefented you * 
to be, on no other foundation than that which 
he expofed : and fecondly, that I was obli* 
ged in honour to declare, without waiting for 
a more particular information of what might 
be expeded from England ; fioce my friends ' 
had taken their refolution to declare. Without 
any previous aflurance of what might be ex-.* 
peAed from' France. This fecond motive 
weighed extremiely with me at that time: 
F 4 there 
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there Is however more found than fenfe \t it, 
and it contains the x>rig'trial errtar to Which adl 
your fubfequcnt errors,! and ihe tbrcod of 
misfortunes ^ich followed,, are . ta be af^ 
cribed, 

Mr refolution thus taken^ I loft no tknc 
in repairing to Commercy. The very Aft 
converfatidns with the cbevilier anfwered io 
no degree my expetftations : and I affure 
you with great truth, that Ibcjg^n evea^ihen, 
if not to repent of my own raflmefsr yet to 
be fully . con Ytnced both of yours dnd mine* 

He talked to me like ti m&n who ex-» 

peded . every moment to ftt out for England 
or Scotland, bat who did not very well know 
for which; and when he entered into the 
particulars of his affairs, I found that con* 
cerning the former he had nothing more cir> 
cumftarttial n6r pofitive to go upon, than 
what^l had already heard* * The adVicc|i 
which W«fe fcnt froto thence centa'^ned fucb 

afiurances 
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tflbran^es of fuEccd&j-^ad it lias h^rd to think 
lh« hi609 ' vtha did not g^ upon the fureft 
grouuuki yrould p^efome ta ^ve. Bat then 
theic . affiir!ance$ wtfe goierial, and the ao«> 
thority. &)dotn fatisfadory« Thofe whkh 
taqtc from the bcft banda were verbal, ami 
often conveyed by tery doubtful mcflengerg^ 
oAdrs .came froin men whofe fortunes V7cre 
tt;^f|^ate as (heir ooubfels; and others 
attne floni performs whofe fituation in die 
World. gi\'e little. reafod to: attend to their 
jadgment in matters of this kind* 

The Duke of Olt.MoKi> had be<* for 
fome ttme^ I canndt fay how long, engaged 
with the chevalier.. He; bad taken. tbi dii- 
red:ton of this whole affair, as far as it related 
to England, upon himfdf, and had received 
a commiflion for this purpoife, which con« 
tained the mofl; ample powers that could be 
given. After thi^ one would be apt to ima- 
gine, that the principles on which tht prc^ 
tender ftoold proceed^. a;id:thQ tories enga^ 

in 
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in this fervice^ bad beeo laid down i that t 
regular and certain method of - correlpond*% 
ence bad been cftabliCbed ; that the nece£ary 
aififknces had been fpecified, and that po6- 
tive aiTuranccs had been given of them. No- 
thing lefs. In a matter as ferious as this, aU 
,was loofe and abandoned to the diipofition of 
fortune. The firft point had never beefl 
touched upon: by v^bat I have faid ahove 
you fee how little care was taken of the ie« 
c(Hid: and as to the third, the duke bad 
afked a fmall body of regular forces, a Turn 
of money, and a quantity of arms and am- 
;munition. He had been told in anfwer by 
the court of France, that he muft abfo* 
lutdy defpair of any number of troops what- 
ever; but he had been made in general 
to hope for fome money, fome arms, and 
fome ammunition : a litlc fum had, I think, 
been advanced to him. In a cafe fo plain as 
this, it is hard to conceive how any man 
could err. The afliftances demanded from 
France at this I'fme, and even greater than 

thcfe. 
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thtfe, will appear, in the fcquel of this rela^ 
tion, by the fenfe of the whole party to have 
been deemed efTentially neceflary to fuccefe. 
In fuch zn uncertainty therefore, wiiether 
even thefe could be obtained j or rather with 
fo much reafon to apprehend that they could 
not, it was evident that the tories ought to 
have lain flilL They might have helped the 
ferment againft the government, but £hould 
have avoided with the utmoft care the giving 
any alarmy or even fufpicion of their true 
defign^ and have refumed or notrefumedit 
us the chevalier was able or not able to pro* 
vide the troops, the arms, the money, &c# 
Inftead of which thofe who were at the head 
iof the undertaking, and therefore anfwerable 
for themeafiires which were purfued, fufFered 
the bufinefar to jog merrily on. They knew 
in general how little dependepce was to be 
placed on foreign fuccour, but a(£ted as if they 
had been fure of it : while the party were 
rendered fanguine by their paflions, and 
made no doubt of fubverting a government 

they 
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they were angty with, both one und the 
other made as much buftk, and gave as great 
alarm, as would have been imprudent even 
at the eve of a general infurredion. Thb 
appeared to me to be the ftate pf things with 
refpcft to England, when J arrived at Cdtx>« 
naercy. 

. The Scots^ had long prcffed the dhevalier 
to come amongft them, and had of late fent 
fre4uent meffages to quicken fai$ depsuture^ 
ibme of which were delivered in terms moch 
more zealous thstn refpe£tftil« The truth is, 
they feemcd in as much hade to begin, as if 
they had thought themfelves aUe to do the 
work alpne ; as if they had been appiehen^ 
£ve of no danger but that of (eeii^ it takeo 
out of their hands,, and of having the honor 
of it fliared by others. However, that which 
wias wanting on the part of England was not 
wanting in Scotland : the Scots talked aloud, 
but they were in a condition to fife. They , 
took little care to keep their JnteiUions fecret, 

hut 
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ifltto uiuitfdUtc . e;(eQitf iQn, and^hef«by:(Q 
render the &cKt no longer nepeiTary. Th^ 
kBbw upon whom to depend for every |)dEt 
of tbc woi^i and they bad concerted :wiihth« 
chevalier even to the place of his landing; 

^THBitB was need jof tvc^jgrt^ iagacUy to 
perceive how unequal fudi fiDuodatbns were 
to the weight of the building defigned to be 
fa^d oh them. The 8cdt& with all their 
seal and ^11 their valor could bring no revo^ 
krtief): «(hoot, unlefs in concurrence with the 
English : and among the latter nothing was 
ripe for Aich an undertaking but the Jtemper 
of the people, if that was fo. I thought 
therefore that the pretender's friends in«hc 
north (hbuld be kept from riling, till' thofc in 
the fouth had pot thcmfclves in a condition 
to aA; and that in the mean while the «&t 
moft endeavours ought to be ufed with thi 
king of France to efpoufe the caufcj^ and 

that 
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that a plan of the defign, with a more partf**' 
cuUr fpecification of the fticcours deiired, as 
tvell as of the time when, and the place to 
Vih'ich ibey (honld be conveyed, ought to be 
writ for : all which, I was told by the niar- 
ihal of Berwic, who had the principal di- 
re£tion at that timeof thefe affairs in France^ 
tndldare fay very truly, had been ofien 
afked but never fent« I looked 00 this en« 
terprife to be of the nature of thofe which 
can hardly be undertaken more than once i 
and I judged that the fuccefs of it would de- 
pend on timing, as near as poiliUe, toget|)er 
the infurredion in both parts of the illand, 
and the fuccours from hence« The preteo« 
der approved this opinion of mine. He in- 
ftruded 'me accordingly : and I lefr Lorain, 
after having accepted the feal&much agaihft 
my inclination. I made one condition with 
bim» It was this : that I ihould be at liberty 
to quit a ftation, which my humor and many 
other Gonfiderations made me think myfelf 

very 
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very unfit for, whenever tlic occafiod upon 
which I .engaged was over, one way m otha: : 
and I (!efire you to reoKiiiber that I did (9. . 



( , 



I ARRIVED at Paris, towards. the end fif 
July cmc thoufand fevcn hundred and fifteen* 
You will obferve that aU I ivaj& tharged witb^ 
and all hy confequence that: I; in^ aofweraUe 
fori was^ tp folicit this.coqrt^ and tb.difpofe 
them to grant us the Ibccours peceffjiry to 
make the attempt, as foon as we (hould 
know?; cwtairiy from Englfttt^ h yvhat it was 
defired tfia^ ihefe fuccow$.;Ajpuld cqnfift, 
and whither they (hould be fertt. , H^rel 
found a nroltitude of people at work, an4 
every pne doing what fcemed good jn. bjS 
owaeyes* tio fubordioation^ no order, no 
concm^! P^ffpns concerned in th? manag9- 
ment of tbefe affairs .upoD.&rp^eroccafioqs 
have affured m?, this, is alway^s.the cafe* It 
might be fo to fome degree j but I Relieve 
never fo much ^ now^ The Jacobites had 
wroogtit one another up jo look, on the fi^- 
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ce^ (^ the prefent ddigns as infallitde; 
Every meeuog-boufe which the popblace 
demoliflidd, iveryiittie drunken riot vthic^ 
happened, fcrved to confirm them in thefc 
finguineexpeiftafioilsi and there was haidly 
dtie amongil them who would iofe tfae/aif of 
contrihoting by bis imngues to dhe.Mftora^ 
lion, which, he took k fpr gnmt^i; Would 
tie brot^ht about, witbout hih^na a ^erj 
fcW'Wetks* •'* -- '- ■' :. ., , o) r;rr:; 

Care and bopg iat on^evfaiy 'faufy j^ifli 
^fece. Thofe ^vAh> could write aad' rdad had 
letters to fliew, and thofe who had not.ar- 
'rived to this pitch of erudition had rlhisir fd* 
cretS to whifper. No fcx was ickcloded/ficom 
this^ miniftry. Fann y Ogl« tqhorfc, ivtdiom 
^Ou mufl have ktn in Englaiid, kept ber 
corner in it, and OlJvb TRAN»r wis the 
great wheel of bur iinadiine. J : : ^ 

I IMAGINE that this p^i»^/4he lims ef 
47hich are not jn the leaft too ftrong, would 

fervc 
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fctve to reptefent what pafled oh your fide of 
the Water at the fame irWe* The letters 
which caitte itom thence feemed to me to 
contain ^dther fuch things as the writers 
^iflied tfiight be triie, th^ri fech as ;thcy 
knew to be fo { and the accounts which 
Were font Irom hence were oF the fame 
kind. The vanity 6f fome, and the credu* 
ttty of others fupported this ridiculous corre- 
ipondmoe; and I queftion not but very 
many perfons, fome fuch I have known^^did . 
the fame thing from a principle which they 
took to be a very wife one t they imagmed 
that they helped by thefe means to maintain 
and to increafc the fpirit erf the party in Eog** 
kind and France. The)^ a€ted like Thoas, 
that turbulent aetolian, who brought Anti* 
oCHUs into Greece : "qaibus mendaciis de 
« rege, multiplicando verbis copias ejus, 
«« erexerat multorum in Graecia animosi 
«« tifdem et regis* fpem inflabat; omaium votis 
«* eum arcefli/* Thus were numbers of 
pe6ple employed under a notion of advancing 

G the 
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tbt buiinefe, or from an affedlation of impor- 
tance, in aoiufing aod flattering one another, 
atid in founding the alarm ta the ears of an 
enemy, whom it was their intereft to furprife. 
The government of England was put on it'S' 
guard : and the neceflity of adting, or of lay^ 
ing afide with fome difadvantage all thoughts 
of ading for the prefent, was precipitated, 
before any meafures neceflary to enable 
you to ad had been prepared, ofs almofl: 
thought of. 

If his maj^y did not, till fome fliort time 
after this, declare tbt intended invafion to 
parliament, it was not for want of informa- 
tion. Before I came to Paris, what was do- 
ing had been difcovered. The little arma* 
mcnt made at the Havre, which furniflied 
^hc only means the chevalier then had for 
his tranfportation into Britain, which had 
cxhaufted^ the treafury of St. Germains, and 
which contained all the arms and ammuni- 
tion that could be depended upon for the 

whole 
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whole undertaking, though they were hardly 
fufficient to begin the work eveo ia\&cot«- 
land) wftd talked of publicly.^ A minifiicr 
lefs alert and lefs capable than the earl of 
Stair would eafily have been at the bot- 
toni of the fecrec, for fb it was called^ when 
the particulars of meflages received and fent^ 
the names of the perfons from whom they 
came, and by whom they were carried, ,werc 
whifpeted about at tea-tables and in cofTee^- 
houfes^ 

% Jn (hort s what by the indifcretion of 
people here, what by the rebound which 
came often back from London, what by the 
private interefts and ambitious vkyf$ of per* 
fons in the F^rench court, and what by other 
caufes unneceflary to be exatiiined now, the 
mod: private tranfadions came to light : and' 
they, who imagined that they trufted their 
heads to the keeping of one or two friends^ 
were in reality at the mercy of numbers. Io« 
lo fuch company was I fallen, for my fins ; 
G 2 and 
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mhdtt is upon the credit of fuch a rMot> mU 
iiiftrjr, that the tories have judged me capa- 
ble oJF betraying a truftj or incapal^te of di& 
i^airging it. 

i HAD made very little progrcfs in thft 
bufineft which brought me to Paris, when 
the pa|)cr fa long expctScd was fent, in pur- 
fuancc of former inftancei, from England; 
The unanimous fenfe of the priacipal per- 
fons engaged was contained in it. Tht 
whole had been dictated word for word to 
the gentleman, who brought it over, by tht 
carl of Mar, and it had been delivered to 
him by the duke of Ormond. I was driv- 
ing in the wide ocean without a compafs, 
when this dropped unexpcdedly into my 
hands, I received it joyfully, and I fleered 
my courfe exadly by it. Whether the pcr- 
fons from whom it came purfued the prin- 
ciples, and obferved the rules which they 
latd down as the meafures of their o«en con- 
duct 
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Qft)u;r^ti0.o« 

Tif J8 wf roori^l a%tfid, tba^ there wcfft 
np hfip^ of fucc^eding in, a prcfcnt wpder- 
t«kiflg>^^for iP5ti>y ircafijn^ ^fduccd in hv^yitb^ 
qai ar> itnq»e4Ut9 ^od univerfal riiing of t^^ 
pepp]^ in all parts qf England upon th^ 
cjieyalier's j^rlval | and that this infurrc^tkia 
was In np degree probable UDle(s he brought 
9 body of tegular troops alon^ with hm \ 
d)at, if this atteippt miCcarried;, his caufe an<| 
\us frifin^ the Englifh liberty and goyernr 
ment, would be utterly ruiflc^ \ but, if by 
CQOUQg without troops )^c cej(blved to u(qu^ 
f^o^ ^nd every thing elfe, he niuft fet out fo 
a9 not to arrive before the end of Sppternber| 
O. S, to juftify which opinion many argu^ 
ments were urged. In (his cafe twenty 
thoufand arois^ a trail? of arljillery^ fi^^,,^"- 
dred officers \yith their feryants,' apd a^cpn- 
fidcrable fum pf money were demanded: 
and ^s fooijL ^? they %ouid be informed that 
G 3' * ^^ tha 
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the chevalier was in condition to mzkt this 
provifion, it was faid that notice (hould be 
given him of the places to which he might 
fend, 'and of th6 pcrfons who were to be 
truftcd, I do not mcntiori fomp inconveni- 
ences which they touched tjpon arifing froui 
a delay; bccaufe their x)pinion was clearly 
for this delay, and becaufc that they could 
hot fuppofe that the fchevajier would afl:^ or 
that thofe 'about him would advife him to 
aft, contrary to the fenfe of all his friends in 
England. No time was loft in making the 
proper ufc of this paper. As much of it as 
was fit to be (hewn to this court was tran- 
flated into French, and laid before the king 
of France. | was now able to fpeak with 
greater aflurance, arid in fome fort to linder-f 
fake conditionally for the event oi things. 

The propofal of violating treaties, fo lately 
and fo folcmnly concluded, wa^ a very bold 
one to be made to people, whatever their in- 
clinations niight be, whom the war bad pt^ 
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duccd to the lowcft cbK of richcs^and power. 
They would not hear of a direft and' open 
engagement, fuch as the fending a body of 
troops would have been ; neither would they 
grant^hcj whole of what was afked in the 
fecond plan. But it was impoffible^for 
them, or any'one clfc, to forefec how fat 
thofe Oopps which they were willing to iu^c^ 
weH improved; might have encouraged or 
fbrceil them to go» They granted us fame 
ibccouf^ and the very (hip in which the prei> 
tejider was td tranfport himfeif was fit^ted out 
by D£PIN£ d'Anicant at the king of 
France'^ expence. They would have 
concealed thefe appearances as much as they 
could ^ but the heat of the whigs und the 
refentment of the court of England might 
have draven them in. We ftiould have been 
glad indiredly to concur in fixing thefe things 
upon them : and, in a word, if the late kiog 
had lived fix months longer, I verily believe 
there had been war again between England 
G 4 and 
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and France. This was the only pokw of 
timei when tbefe affairs bad, to my apprehem 
£on, the leafl reafonfible appearance even of 
pofnbility: all that preceded was wild and 
uncertain : all that followed was mad and 
defperate. But this fnvora&le afpe6t had an 
extreme (hort duratiori* Twd events feoo 
happened, ode. of which caft 4d«appon all 
we were doing, ?amd the other refKlered vaii> 
and fruitleik all wt bad done. The Jirft wnl 
the arrival of the f duke of OjiAfON0 kSt 
France, the otbetf wais thedeath of t^ l^ogi 

We had foundod the dvke*^ naflae high* 
His rtpntation and the opinjbn of, his power 
^erc^ great. The Frweh be^ap tq believe 
that he was able to form and tp head s^ 
party ; that the troops would join, him ; that! 
the nation would follow the figrtai whenever 
be drew bis fword: and the voiee of the 
people, the ecl^Q of which wm continually in 
tbei^ Wrs, con^ci)^ tbrm \n this belief, 

3ut 
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^twi)«^ kbth« miMktS all: th^fe brigltt 
Measy ilM^ftw! hJm «^itfe> ahnsft fiteeally 
alOB^ ^cH» t(^ «Kictti*f bis c^niag, I was 
«t%;d t9.|^.tfeefxi» thae he eouM aot flayj 
^leyfookat ofice firopa their hopes: and 
that wbidi geoerally haj^ns haj^aed ia 
this' cafe;; becaufe they had bad too good aa 
Opiakur df tbecaofe^ they began to. form too 
bad aironel i Before f^is^ lime, if they bad 
no MtmdiShip for tke tori», they bad at leaA 
ibme ccmiideracion and cAtem. After this, 
I fatitr noduiig hot compaiidn in the bed of 
tbem, and coAtttnpt in the others. 

When I arrived at Paris^ the king was A* 
ready gone to Marly, where the indi^fitioit 
which he had begun to ieel at Yeriatliies in«> 
creafed upon him. He was ibe beft friend 
the phevalief bad : and when I engaged io 
this bufinefs^ my principal dependence waa 
on his peribnal character. This failed me 
fo a gr«jt deg^jee : be was not in a condition 
ID exert thefaine v^r 9S formerly. The 
. . miniftcrs. 
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mmiftersy who faw-fo great aft 6?ent las Inlj 
deatb to be probably -ftthatid, ai certain mt*. 
noriiy, an uncertain regefiey^ peffea^s confu- 
fion, at bcfl: a new face of go\?cmiweht and tf 
new fyftem of affkinB, would ^n«, .fori their 
own fekcs, as well as for the fake <rf the 
public, venture, to ei^age. far in ;any new 
meafures. All I had tq n^otttteiby'inyfelf 
ficil, and in conjun^on with the^ukeof 
Oemond £Don afterwards, languKihed with 
the . king; My. hopes funk as . he declined, 
and died .when; he, expired, Tlw event of 
things has iufiicieody.Jhewn that. aH thofe,^ 
which were entertained by the duke and the 
jacolnte . paity under, the regchcy; . were 
founded on the groffeft delufions imagrnal ie» 
Thus was the projeft become impradlicaDle 
before the time arrived, which was fixed by 
tbofe, who direded things in En'g;and, foi? 
putting it in executipDt 

The new govermiicnt of France appeared 
to me like a (Irange country. I was little 

acquainted 



Digitized by 



Google 



SIR WILLIAM WIKDHAM. 91 

tequainted with the roads. Moft of j^ 
faces I met with were unkciowil to rae, aad 
I hardly underftood the language of idie 
people. Of the men who had been in ppwer 
under the late rejgn> many were difcardcd, 
and moft of the others were too much taken 
up with the thoughts of fecuring themfelvct 
under this, to receive applications in favor of 
the pretender. The two men who had die 
greateft appearance of favor and power wece 
d'Aguesseau and Noailles. One wit 
made chancellor, on the death of Voisin^ 
firom attorney general; and the other wis 
placed at the head of the treafdry. The 
firft paiTes for a man of parts, but he never 
M&td out of the fphere of the law : I had no 
acquaintance wtdi him before this times 
and when youconlider bis circumftanc^ and 
mine, you will not think it could be very 
eafy for me to get accefs to him now. The 
latter I had known extremely well whilft the 
late king lived ; and from the fame court 
principlcj as he was glad to be well with 
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me thetv be would hardly kww mo now« 
The f miDHIcr who bad the pcincipal dir^n 
tioa of foreign ^ffiibs I lived in, fi^endibiil 
mth, and I muft oiiun to bis boftor, that ^ 
fsaret encoumged a deOgp^ whidi he knew 
that hi& court bad no intention of fuppor ting« 

^ There were other perfons, not to tire 
you widi farther particulars upon this he«dt 
of credit and influence, with whom I fiNHi^ 
^dired and private ways of converAng ; hut 
it was in vain to exped ^ny more than dvM 
language from thenji in a cafe which th^ 
feund no difpofition in their mailer to coufir 
lenance, and in fawr of which they had nd 
prejudiices of their own. The private en? 
gagements into which the duke of ORisANa 
had entered with hb |naje%,during the hie of 
the late king, will abate of their forc^ 9s the 
regent grows into (Irength, and would (bon 
have had no force Bt all if the pretender had 
met with fuccefs : but in diefe begiimidgs 

they 

• M. d'Hvxelles. 
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they dpei'tfted very ftrottgly. The air of AaH 
iroort was to take the counterpart of all whi^ 
had 'been thought right under LEwrs the 
fourteenth. ** Cela refentibfe trop a Tanciert 
lyftcme," was an anfwer fo often given, that 
it became a Jcft, and almoft a proverb, fiut 
tofini(h this account with a fadt which is in-- 
Credible, but ftriitly true 5 the very peace, 
which had faved France from ruin, and the 
makers bf it, were become as unpopular at 
this court, as at the court of Viennat 

The duke of Ormond flattered himfclf 
in this flate df ihings, that he had opened a 
private and fure channel of arriving at the re** 
gent, and df bending him to his purpofesv 
His grace and I lived together at this time in 
an houfc which one of my friends had lent 
me. 1 obferved that he Was frequently lofl^, 
and that he made continual excuriions out of 
town, with all the myfterious ^precaution 
imaginaUe. I doubled at firil, whether thefe 
iiitrigucs related to bufinefs or pJeafure. 1 

Toon 
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Iboo difeovered with whom they were carried 
on> and had reafon to believe that both were 
mingled in them. It is neceflary that 1 1]^ 
l^aio this fecret to you. 

Mrs. TrAnt, whom I have named above^ 
had been preparing herfelf for the retired 
abfiemious life of a^ carmelite, by taking a 
farfeit of the pleafures of Paris $ when a 
little before the death of the queen, or about 
that time^ (he went into England. What 
ihe was entrufted^ either by the chevalier, or 
any other perfon, to negotiate there, I am 
ignorant of} and it imports not much to 
know. In that journey (he made or renewed 
an acquaintance with the duke of Ormond. 
The Scandalous chronicle affirms, _ that (he 
brought with her, when (he returned into 
France, a woman, of whom I have not the 

kaft 

* She nfed ta pretend • refolation of turning non. She 
IS in^ married to the doke of Bouil ion's brother, whor 
i9u too mach dilhonored by his former life» to be h evcx^ 
by this fcandalous match. 
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^ lea(l kooidcdge, but tvfao 'ms prolxd)ly iiabd« 
fcMnc J fince wiihotit' beauty fiicfa a micf- 
chandife would not have been faleable, nor 
liaveanfwercd the delign of the hnpocter: 
arid that (he made this way her court to the 
regent. Whatever her merit was, (he kept a 
corrcfpondcnce with him, and put herfelf 
upon that foot of familiarity, which he pcr- 
. mits all thofe, who contribute to his plea^ 
fores, to afiume* She was placed by him, 
as (he told me herfelf, where I found her 
fome time after that which I am fpeakingof, 
in the houfeof an antient gentlewoman, who 
had formerly been maid of honor to Ma- 
dame, and who had contraifled at court a 
fpirit of intrigue, whidi accompanied her in 
her retreat. 

These two had aiTociated to them the 
abb6 de Tesieu, in all the political parts of 
the^r bufinefs ; for I will not foppofe that fo 
rtevcrcnd an ccclefiaftic entered into any other 
fccrct This abbe is the regcnt^s fccretary s 

and 
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abd^ ft %as'ofa)e%4b«mgh biei thiMfac pr i^ 
vate treaty bad been carried on beuareen bis 
mafter and the mrl of Stair iathe kiog's 
reigo. Whethto tbe ptieft had ftooped at 
die lure of a cardinal's hat, for whether be 
aded the feooad part ibjr tbe &me orders 
that he aded the jEttA, I know not* This is 
fare^ and the Bntifii niinifler i¥as not the 
bobble of it, that.wfailft he qoncerted mea«- 
fures on one hand *to traverfe tbe preiepdcrs 
defigns, he teftified on tlte o^r-all ths in^ 
clination p6i3ible to his fervice« A inad feU / 
low, iwho had been an intendant in Nor« 
mandy, and fcvcral other politiciana tof th« 
bweft form, were at diffeient times taken 
into this famous jiifito« 

With thcfe worthy people his grace 
of OkMond n^otiated^ and no care -was 
omitted on his part to keep me out of 
the fccret. The redfon 'of wbidi, as far as 
•I am able to gue(s at, (hall be. explained to 
you by and by. I might very juftly have 

taken 
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tikcti i»i$^dceedif)g ill, and the duLe will 
not be iaibkrSto fiml in my whole conduft to-' 
wards lam adjr thing \kt k: I proteft to 
3fDU veiyiiacerdjf! I was not in the leaO; 
moved at k» 

He advanced not a fiep in his bufioefo 
with tbefe iham minifters^ and yet imaginoi 
that he got' daily ground. I made no pro«.^ 
greis wi^i the true ones^ but I faw itt Thefe^ 
however, were not our only difficulties. We 
k^ under another, whkh came from your 
fidci and whkJi embarra^d us more. The 
iirft hindered us from working forward ta 
our point <tf view, but the fecond took all 
point of view frtm us. 

A PAFER wasfent into England juft be- 
fore the death of the king of Prancb, 
which had bj^en drawn by me at Chaville in 
concert w(th ilie dukes of Ormond and 
fiSRWi^ fti'd with moniieur de ToRcr. 
7bis pap9 vra& ao anfwer to the memorial 
H received 
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received from thence. The flatjft !of tB^r 
country was truly reprefented ink: the dif* 
feretice was fixed between what had been 
aUced, and what might be expe<^ed from 
France ; and upon the whole it wasdemand^f 
ed what our friends would do^ and what 
they, would have us to do? The reply to 
this came through the French fecretary of 
ftate to our hands. They declared themjr 
lelves unable to fay apy things till they (hould 
£be what turn affairs would toke ^,fo great 
an event as the death of the king, the reW 
port of which bad reached theto. 

Such a declaration ihut our mouths and 
tied our hands. I confefs.I/knew jieithti: 
how to folicir, nor what to folicit^ this lad 
mdlige fufpending the prqjed on which wp 
^ad adied beforehand which I kept as an in-r 
ftrudtion conftantly before my eyes. It 
feemed to me uncertaihy whether you intendr 
^d to go on, or whether your defign, was to 
i^i^e, as much ss poffible^ all pafl tranfac- 

tions; 
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tlons; t6 life pcrfedly ftill I to throw upon 
the cobrt titt odium of liavinjg given a falfe 
al^rm, and to wait till new accidents, at 
home, and a more favourable conjun<9turc 
abroad, might tempt you to refume the en* 
terprife/- Perhaps this would have been the 
wifeft game you could have played; but 
thett, ybii (houTd have concerted it with us 
who afled tor you here. You intended no 
fuch thing, as appeared afterwards: and 
therefore thofe who adted for the party at 
London, whoever they were, muft be deem- 
ed irtexcufable for leaving things on the foot 
ef this mcflSge, and giving us no advice fit 
to be depended upon for many weeks. 
Whilft preparations were to be made, and 
the work was tobefet a going by aiiiftance 
from hence, yon might reafonably expe<9: to 
hear froni us, and to be determined by us : 
but when all hopes of this kind feemed to 
be gone, it was your part to determine us; 
}nd we could take no reiblution here, but 
I? ? that 
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that qf cpnfprmiog. ourfelve? to whatever 
i(lu)i}ld come prefcribcd from ^qj^god* 

Whixst we wer? in tbis coDdi^ion^ the 
moft defper^te tt^at can be iqa^gined, we be- 
gan to receive verbal meflages ftotn you, that 
no. more tiqie wa$ tp be \q%, and thajt tb$ 
chevalier (hould cojiie avray. 7^o pa^n ^a$, 
I believe, ever (o embarra^ed.a^ I £otuid 0^* 
ifelf aub»t time, I could not iioagtoe )|i«k 
ypu WQuld content yourfclves by IfpoO: yerbrf 
inefl'^es, after all that had bappeopd, tpcaj} 
u^ over; and | kp^w by ejxperieace how 
Vntle lipcb meifagies ace to be 4Tpei?ded oQf 
JFor, Qfopi 9itef I engaged ii» tht^ gffwf, « 
inonk arrived at fiaf, dirpatcbed, »i kn af* 
|u:pi|Led^ by the duke of O^Moyp, ' in vho^ 
paqap, be infifiied that tfaie ^valier 0hhi14 
b^^eif^into 3ritai|i» and that nothing but fajf 
prefeivpp was wandog to piace the cfowii on 
))j,^ hf^f The fellow delivered bis cirrand 
(p poiij^vdy, and ib circumftantjally, that the 
{[((^lutiQQ W9S takep U Car to f^t out, and 

my 
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itiyrthdtfJSvouS'to join the chcirafier wais ip^ 
pointed iftt* This ihetKod ib fetch a king,' 
with is Mle^de^emony a(s- ortfc #€Mi!d- invite^ 
a ftletid to ftpper, appeired fotbewhstt ddii' 
ftyiffei who #88 then- tery ntw iii thiift! tt-^ 
ffeirt. :Bb^ "v^heh I caii*6 to taMt ^fh &i^ 
itokfnlbf.bj^gbod Mk h« had been fem fot» 
frbitt Bdr ttf Fitis> 1 e«(ily diicerMd tkat ho 
hid BO fueti ciGftriniifliQii' a» he pretended' toy 
Md fh^ h« n^d ol hiS' owtf head. I pre^ 
i^e^- «oi <>ppofe fbe f 2(ki«g gny i^efolution op-^ 
on hi$' yffOt^i though he was ^ monk: iand> 
ibort ifter we knww! from tfa^ ckike of Ok-^ 
MOMS &io)ffelf> that be had oevsr feothhn*^ 

TWf » -mmfHe tasiic me caatioos ;. butt 
ijhat whidvdaeffiAined ih]r optMon wasv th^t 
I could A«wr ima^, without fiippofiog^yoKi 
all run mad, that the fame men who judged 
ibis anempt unripe for exeCaticm, unlelfttilp- 
potiei by regohw trooparfroitt France'^ bf ab 
leaft by all ^ other aH^ilanoes whidi ace 
enumerated' ftb^fe, white, the dcfiga wiw 
H 3 much 
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Ipuch more fccr?t than at prcfcntj whcil 
the king had no flcjet at fea^ nor oK^re than 
eight thoufand men difperfed over; the wbola 
iflandj when yf^ l^s^d ihe gopd wiibes of the 
French court on ^puf iidci and were fure of 
iip0}e:p9ftic)49r .a^i^ances, and of a general 
connivance » tharth^ (a^ie nutn^I %j &qu14 
prtfs ifor ms^king k nqw wkl^ut any^other 
prepteition,: whtn we had nether ipqwey/ 
arni^^LamftitutftioQi w)r a fiagje compapy of 
foot I vfhbn the.rg^yefi^mem of England was 
6n it's guard, . natioo&l troopi WW; raifed, 
^e^n* forc^ ^t.fbr,, and France^ like all 
the reft of the contin^nt^ againft 'U8« :I could 
not conceive fuch a ftrange combination of 
^ccidems as ihould make the jgteceiHr^ of 
dding increaie' gradually upon us, as thd^ 
means of doing.fa 'were taken from m^ 

UiU)N the whole matter, my, opink>tl was^ ^ 

and I did not d>ferve the duke of Ormond 

to differ from me, that we (hould wait till 

we * heard front you ' in fiich a manner, as 

- ^ might 
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might affute iis of what you intended to do 
yourfclves, and of what you expeded from: 
us; and that in the mean while we (hould 
^ as far As the little money which we 
had, and the Utile favor which was (hewn 
t& Would allow, in getting fome embar^a* 
tions rt^f dh the coaft^ 

SiR'GEbRGR Byng had come into the 
road of Havre, ^nd hdd demanded by name' 
feveral (hips which belonged tb us, to be 
given up to hioi* The regent did not'thinfc 
fit to let hibd have the (hips ; but he ordered 
tfaem to be unloaded, and their cargoes v^ere 
put into the fcing*s magazines* We were in 
ho coHdition to repair the lofs j and there- 
fore, when I mention eri^barkations, you will 
pleafe to underfland nothing more than vef- 
fels totranfport the pretender's perfon, and 
the petfons of thofe who fhould go over with 
him. This was all we could doi and this 
was not negleded. 

H 4 We 
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W£ were, thus employed when a gentle^ 
man arrived from Scmland td rcprefent thd 
flate of that country, and. to re^^ire a dcfijni^it 
tive anfwer from the chtvali^r, .whether h« 
would have the infur re^ioft ib be. itiade im-^, 
mediately^ which (hey apprehended th^. 
might be able to make at all j£ (lley w^e^ 
obliged to defer it much longer. This gen- 
tleman was fent in(lanily bade aga)n^ md 
was fiire^cd to let tbd peribna he c^mf frooa 
know» that tbechevaiiff w«9:d)ctirou^^to have, 
tbe dfing of his friends in £ns^4nd ftnd Scot^ 
land fo adjuAtdi t^t they<i>|g|;itfiQu(iiaIly 
afli& each othert and di(lra<% i^e e^my $. 
^^ he had not received a finffl anfwei: fr^m 
his frijends in E)igl4pdy but thaf be wa$ ia 
daily expcda(io9 pf i^ j that it w^ very, much 
to be wiihedir^l^ all attempts ia Scotland 
$ould be futp^indf^} ^U fuch timeastbeEi^^ 
Wfejjwrc ready 3 bpt that if ^be Scqts were 
fo'pr^ffed thati tb$y giuft either ijti||[>mit oc 
rife immediatelyi he was of ppinion they 
; ! ' fliould 
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flKNiii} nft^ and'iie would'Hiake the bed of 

. Wiigiri^diitifbrwat^ef^'iftibeScbH^ at^^ 
this uM^ettiibtf an^t b»di#ardii6r^ \ti ihi 
£ogli(h imift^prodiicc^ it Wis. not hurd u» 
ferdbc } «ad tiiet^ort/ that I might nrgleai 
mMi^ W^f^ powtr fD preyebt ^ fal<€ 
meafures, as I was confcious to myielf that t 
had D0gIkd)ediii^bin^toprainoie tiue ones^ 
I dtfpatdied tti^fitfeinaa taLondoi^^ wher^ 
I fuppo6d the earl of Mar to\^ feme dayai 
before d^ md&ge I haire jiiil (j)oken of wa^ 
ient to Scotlaad^ I dcQml'him to make mf 
CQiBplinieata to lord Mah^ a^ to tell biai 
from moy that i tmdcrfloodittobe his feofe^ 
as well. bs the fcnfc of all oiir friends^ that 
Scotlfind could :d)o tiotbiog e&Aaally with^ 
9Ut ;tbr totidirreocc of Eogkod, and that 
Bnghtiid iWdold not iUr without * affiftam:^ 
feom jriocoad^ that . lie might afibre hitn&lf 
no fiich ^^(Hijlntte could' be depended upon t 
ind^kt I begged of him to make the infer- 
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cnce from thefe pri^pG£tiobfi T^egetade^ 
man wents but upon his acrtval ztLondoxt 
he found that the earl of Mar was already 
fet out 10 draw the Hlghlnddjerb into dfdis. 
He commudicat^ hb ooeflage to^.perfoa^ 
of confidencr^ who updertool^ toicodit aftef 
his lordihip : and this was tk^^tttmoft which 

either he or Icjwld ^o io fuch ajconjua^'ore/ 

, * * • ■ ' I 

i'i . ly^' .. . i ';i 

You wece nowvifibly depailed. (torn thd 
very fchemie which you hadient bsdver^ and 
from all the (Principles, which h^ befcn evetf 
laid down. Idid what I tould to keep?up m/ 
ewn fpirit, as well as the fpirits.t)f the chcva*-' 
lier^ and of all thofe with whom I was int' 
Gorrefpondericc: I endeavoured eren to de*- 
ccive myfclf, I could. not remedy the mif^ 
chief, and I was refolved to feelthexoholufion 
of the perilous adventure* But i own to 
you, that I thought then, and that I have not 
changed my opinion: (ince, that fuch oieafarefit 
as tbcfe would :not be porfucd; by any rea-? 
. ' ' fonabte 

* Mr. Lewis, wko belonged to ike carl of Oxf oro. 
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(tMiable maai }n,tl][e mo^ c9mmon affairs of 
Ijfe. . It war vf\ik the j ^tpu^ * aftoniibmeni 
thatl'iaiiy thf^^ purf^c^;ip.tbe condudl of 
ad ec^cpr)^ wl]iich h^d foi: it'is objed no^ 
thing lefe tl)an]]the rdifpofidon of crowns> and 
ior thcj^f^nipf brif^giiig jt $l)oiit nothing 

Itfsthana^cjsilvvan : . j « . 

* i • " 

, iMftAiTtSllt tb*t we Ikcar4 nothing from 
England; wbap we w^ftc4:«v#ry moment 
to heaic that th^ war w^ beguq in Scotland i 
the, duke of Ormonde afid I reiglfed to iend 
a per(bii^ of confidence to Xion^onfi We in^ 
ftrti£ted him to repeat tq yon the former ac- 
counts, which wre lutd fentover, to let yoa 
know how de^itpte the chcyailiqr; was^ eithec 
of a6:ual fuppQi^y or even of reafonable 
hopes ; and to defire thft^t you would deter-* 
mine whether he (hould go to Scotland, or 
throw himfelf on fome pvt of tbeiEngliih 
coaft. This perfon was farther' inftru^ed to 

* M. EzscHiEt Hamilton ; he got all the panels 

by heart. *'" * ' ' . \ . ' '. i.; .. . 
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I 

tell you, thit) the cheyslf^r beitig ready ttf 
take any refolikibtt it it mookem's warnkig^ 
you might depend on his fettii^ otit the in^ 
ftant hetcccifed yoti^ anfweri tod thcrefoi^d 
that to favc time, HFyour mtetitkm iwtStdiife, 
you would do ivdl to afft iniinddately, on^ 
the affurance that the plan you'prefcribed^ 
be it what it would, (hoold be exadly com* 
flied With. W« ttidfe thii tclbJutidirfliefa- 
flier, betauleonie of (be pat^utets which ba<l 
been prepared iti cypher, to giVe yotr an ac^ 
eount of thiogi, which had been ptrt above 
three weeks beft>fe mfo moiifieor de Tcmcr's 
hands, and which by confequence we 
thought to be in your's, wasf by this time 
fent back to me by this minifter, I thmfc 
open, with an cxcufc that he Airft not takd 
flpon htm to forward it* 

Ttit petfcHD di%^ched.toLondon retiirncd 
very foon tons, j^nd the infwer be brQOght 
If j» *, that fincc aflfairs grew daily worfc, 

and 

' * . ,..'■, 

^ J;an80owiv ^ave this anfwer in the name of all the 
perfons privy to the fecret^ 
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aod jcqdM oot mend t^ dtslay^^our f/iends in 
£pgl9p4 Ji^^ r^Colved to declaninvscdisitefy, 
aod iba,t;U)ey would be re«dj^ lo joia thft 
^evallflr on his lauding : that his peribn 
vifould be a$ iafe there as io Scotland, and 
tim, in every other cefpe^ it was better that 
be ihould land in England i that they had 
1^ their ntmbft endeavours, aod that they 
hoped the weftfrn couotiea wer« in « good 
poftiire (0 receive iun). To this was added, 
a general indication of the phice he fliould 
come to, as fie«ur to Plyo^outh as po0ible. 

Yov cnnft agree, that this was not the an^ 
fwer of men who knew what they wero 
about, A little more precifion was neceflary 
in disrating a me0age, which was to have 
fuch confequences : and efpecially fince the 
gentleotao could not fail to acquaint the per- 
foos he fpoke with, that the chevalier wa» 
not able to carry men enough to fecure him 
ffom being takqi up, even by the firft con- 
Oable. NotwkhihMiding this, the duke of 

Pit' 
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Ormond fet out from Parh/ and the che« 
valier from Bar. Some perfons were fenr 
to the north of England^ and others to Lon<^ 
don, to give notice that the^ we^e both on 
their way. Their routs were fo ordered, 
that the duke of Ormond was to fail from' 
the cpaft of Normandy forte days before the 
chevalier arrived at St. Malo, to which place 
the duke was to fend iomiediate notice of 
bis landing ; and two gentlemen acquainted 
with the country, and perfedly well known 
to all our friends in thofe* parts, were dif- 
patched before, that the people of Devonihirc 
and Somerfct(hire, who were, we concluded; 
in arms, mijght be apprifed of the fignals 
which were to be tpade from the fliips^ an4 
might be ready to receive the duke^ 

On the coaft of France, and before his 
embarkation, the duke heard that feveral of 
<A]r principal friends bad been feiled, imme<«» 
diately after the perlbn who came laft from 
them had left Londoh } that the others were 
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all difperfed ; an4 that the confternalbn 
was uniwffaL He embarked notWithftand*-^ 
ing thiimelaBcholy newis^ and fuppofted by 
nothing But the ficmnefs of his. temper, he 
went over to the place appointed: be did 
more than his part, and he found that our 
friend^, had done le(s than theirs. One of 
die gentlemen, who had pafled over before 
him, and had traverf(;d part of the country, 
joined him on the coaft, and aflured him that 
there was not the leaft room to exped a 
fifing. In a word, he was refufed a night's 
lodging in a country which he had been told 
was in a good pofture to receive the cheva-r 
li^r, and where the duke expected that muU 
litudes would repair to him* 

He returned to the coaft oi Britany. after 
this uncomfortable expedition, where the 
chevalier arrived about the fame time from 
Lorain. What his grace propofed by the 
Second attempt, which he made as foon as 
^t veilel qpuld b^ refitted, to land in the 

fam9 
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Ume part of the iflandi I profefe royfijf to be 
ignorant. I writ him my opmbn at the 
time, and I have ^ajs thoughtt ^ that Ae 
fiorm in which he had Uke to liiye been 
caft away, and wliicb forced him back to the 
French coaft, (aved bim from a much 
gieacer penl, that of periihing in aniattoiipt 
as fuU of extkiavagant raihnefs^ tmd as void of 
9II reafonable meanings a$ any o£ thoic ad« 
' T^ntures which have rendei'ed the hero d 
La Mancha immortaL 

'^ The cbetaHer had now biit one of dieft 
two things left faim to do, om was to return 
to Bar, the other was to go to Scotland^ 
where there were people m arms fer hun« 
He took this laft fefolution. He left Bri« 
Unyii where he had as m^ smmilers as 
there were people abotit Wm, and where he 
was eternally teifed wkh noify ^ifputes about 
what was to he done ifi.ciixsiiididanceSj io 
which no reafonal^e. thwg could be doM« 
He feot to have jt ^tttl ^ rfii^y fi)r bim at 
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X)unkirk, and he crofied the country as ftW 
vately as he could* 

Whilst all.thcfe dungs p^ed, I re- 
mained at Paris, to try if by any means feme 
affiftance mighl he at laft procured; wiihoul 
which it was evident, even to thofe who 
flattered themfelvcs the moft, that the game 
was upk 

No (bonef Was the duke of Ormond gone 
from Paris, on the defign which I have 
mentioned, and Mrs^ TRAU't, who had ac* 
fcompanied hirfi part of the way, returned, 
but I was fent for to a little houfe at Madrid 
in the Bois de Broulogne, where (he lived 
with mademolfelle de ChausseRy, the an- 
tient gentlewoman with whom the duke of 
Orleans had placed her. Thefe two per- 
fons opened to me what had pafled whilft 
the duke of Ormond was here, and the 
hopes they had of drawing thrf regent into 
all the meafures. neceffary to fupport the at- 
I attempts 



Digitized by 



Google 



114 A LETTER to 

tempts whkb were making in favot of the 
chevalier. 

6r what they told me at ifirily I law that 
they had been trufted ; and by what pailbd 
in the courfe of my treating with them^ it 
appeared) that they had the acce6 which 
they pretended to* All^ which J had beeti 
able to do by proper perfons and in proper 
methods, fince the king of France's death, 
amounting to little or notbingi I reiblved, at 
laft, to try what was to be done by this in* 
direSt Way. I put myfelf under the condu<$ 
of thefe female managers ^ and^ without 
having the fame dependence on them as his 
grace of Okmond had, I puihed their credit 
and their power as far as they reached, dur« 
Ing the time I continued to fee tbem« I met 
with fmoother langu^e and greater hopes 
than had been 'given me hitherto. A note 
iigned by the regent, fuppc^d to4)e writ to s 
woman, bui^which was to be explamed to hb 
intended for the earl of Mar, was put into 

my 
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my baodi tobe ieot to SeotkiicL I tixjk a 
copy of it| vihidi you may iee at di^end of 
thefe papers^. WI^m ^r |ohm Ai^«dfefNtt 
came to prefs for fuacotir^ the regertt wai 
prefaced ivppii by thefe womea to fee him^) 
bat lie canidd isoibiag real back wkh bim^ 
Mceept a ^ttkiQr of ^okl> part df the money 
Wfaicb we bad drawn from Spaio^ and whicft 
was loft uMh the vsffd^ la a very <!)dd ijmn^ 
iier» on the Scotch coaft. The duke of Or** 
MONO had been promifed feven or eight 
dioutfaod arms, which were drawn out of the 
magazines, add iaid to be lodged, I ttijik^ a 
Compeigne^ I ufed my utmoft ef&rts that 
thde amis ntitghc be carried fc»ward to the 
coaft, and I oxuieMook for their tranfporta*^ 
tioQ : but aU was tn tain s fo that the likeiK^ 
hood of brifiging any thing Oa effect in time 
' appeared to me no greater^ than I had found 
it before I entered into th^ intrigue* 

I 2 I SOOKT 

^ This note has not been foand among the author'^ 
papers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ii6 , . ;.a:.xettbr to 

r ; J, SOON grcs^ ttfed of a commcrec,, ^hich 
Tjplbing il^t: fucpefs <:ould reader joIcjrab|c j 
and refplved to be no longer amu£b^ by the 
^eiencesi^ whiph were daily reppafcd:ta.m€^ 
ihat the. regent bad entertained ^pfcoul pre- 
judices againft mtj-and.tbat he^asinfcnii-^ 
bly, -aiid by degrees, to be dipped in. our 
fneafore&i that -both thefe things required 
tirne, but that tbey wjould certainly; be 
brought >bout, and. that we flhould then bq 
able to anfwer all, the expedatlonS of the 
Englifli and tlie Scotch; The firft of thefe 
pretences contained ^rar fad, which I:*could 
hardly 'pcrfuademyfelf to be true, becaufe I 
knew wry certainly,- that I had never: given 
his royal highnefs the;leaft occafion for fuch 
prejudices: thafecond was a work which 
might-fpin out into a great and uncertain 
length. Ltook my refolution to drive what 
related to myfelf to ,an immediate explana- 
ibDj and what related to others to an imme- 
diate decifion ; not to fufFer any excufe for 
doirig nothing to be founded on my conduct, 
' ' ^ nor 
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iiorab^iQsiviibnyifl^cobld^ of fo 

many! galUmttingcD^iBsr^Uren in amis id. Scot- 
land^ tarelf oh the fodfte^ of fucb womanifh 
ptojcd:s. J Lfljall teH-7eu:what I did on the 
firi); bei»ik noi^y and*whail did^on the feoond 
hered&er irv it's proper place. . 

>13HE^faiS, which^^Il^wa's faid the regent 

laid ;to my 'Charge,/ was a correfpondence 

with lord St air,^ and having been one night 

iJt hisi houfe; from- whence 1 didi not;retira 

till three in^he mbming. 'As^foon as 1 goti 

hold ofthis, I defired the' niarffaal of B^r^: 

wxc to go. to him. ' The marihal- told* him: 

from me, that I had been extremely con;-* 

cerned,: to hear in genera^ that I lay under 

his difpleafure ; thai ,a. ftory, which it vfcatT 

faid he- believed, had. beea isclated^tojhidfr 

that I cxpefted the juftiqe, livhicH he. coiSlii^ 

deny to no mao, pf.havJi>g ihq (Ei<)^u^lip{)t 

proved, in which cafe i^was^QCtotc^t<54'topife: 

for the lafl of human kind; orofbei^g^Jpivi' 

tified, if it could not be proj?cd#^ H^^ipffij^^, 

I 3 ed. 
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cd, that fucfa a fioty had hien cdtfed to him 
by fdch ptribii& av be tboog^e mxild not 
have deceived htm $ thai he bad been fined 
eoDvinced» tbat it was falfe^ abd that I 
ihottld be fatisfied of bis regard for Oie: but 
that^ he muft awn, be was v^ry uneafy to. 
find that I, who could apply to him through 
titic maribal d^HuxeIlSs^ could cbui^ to 
tfeat with Mrs* Tramt,, and the reff ; fyt 
he named all the cabat, except bis fecrttflryy 
whom I had ncvei met at mademoiielkr 
Ch AUSSBfiv's. He i^hkd that thefe people 
teifed hkn, at my inftigatbn, to deatb ^ iattd. 
that they were not fit to be trufted with ooyr 
bufinefe. He applied to fome of them tbe^ 
fcvercft epithets. The marihal of BsRwic 
replied) that he was fure I feould receive the 
whole of what he bad been pkafed.to fay 
with the greateft fatisfa<%ion ^ that I had' 
treated with thofe perfbns much- againft my 
Wiirj and iinaHy^ tbal tf his royal highneft 
wetild not empioy fhemr be was Aire I would 
ncvcf apply te Iheto. In a converfation 

which 
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which I had, not long ^^^r> ^Hh him, ho« 
fpoke to me in much itit ftme terms as he 
had done to the marfhaU I went from him 
very iH edified as to his intentions of doing 
any thing in favor of the chevalier ; but I 
carried away with me this fatisfadion, that 
Jhe had afligned me, from bis own mouthy 
the perlbn through whom I (bould make my 
applications to him, and through whom I 
fliould depend on i:^eiving bis anfwers ; that 
he had difavowed all the little politic clubs, 
^nd had commanded me to have po more to 
do with them. 

Befoxe I refume the thread of my narra- 
tion, give me leave to make fome reflexion 
upon what I have been lad faying to you^ 
When I met with the dtike ,of Ormonp at 
his return from the coad, he thought him* 
felf obliged to fay fomething to excuie his 
keeping me out of a fecret, which during bis 
^bience I had been let into. His excufe was, 
that the regent had exa^cd from him that I 
I 4 (hould 
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ftould know nothing of the matter. You 
will obferve, that the account which I have 
given you feems to contradid: this aflertionof 
his grace, fince it is hard to ftippofe, that, if 
the regent had exaifted that I (hould be kept 
out of the fecret, thefe women would have 
dared to have let me intp it j and fince it is 
ftill harder to fuppofe, that the regent wou'd 
make this exprefs cdndition with the duke of 
Ormond, and, thq moment the duke's back 
was turned, would fuffer thefe women to 
teife him from me, and to bring me anfwcrs 
from him. I am, however, far from taxing 
the duke with affirming an untruth. I be- 
lieve the regent did make fuch a condition 
with him : and I will tell you how I under-* 
ftand all this little management j which will 
explain a great deal to you. This prince, 
with wit and valour, has joined all the irrefo-^ 
lution of temper poffible, and i$, perhaps, the 
man in the world the leaft capable of faying 
no to your face. From hence it happened, 
(hat thefe women, like multitudes of other 

peojplc^ 
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^ people, forced him to fay and do enough to 
give them the air of having credit with him* 
and of being trufted by him. This drew in 
the duke of Ormond, .who is not, I dare 
fay, as yet undeceived. The regent never 
intended from the firft, to do any thing, even 
indiredly, in favor of the jacobite caufe. His 
intereft was plainly on the other fide, and he 
faw it. But then the fame weaknefs in his 
chtradter carried him, as it would have done 
his great uncle Gaston. in the fame cafe, to 
keep meafures with the chevalier. His 
double trimming chard<Ster prevailed on bim 
to talk with the duke of Ormonq : but it 
carried him no farther.! i queftion not but 
be did, on this occafion,. what you muft have 
pbferved many men to do. We , not only 
-endeavour to impofe on the world, but, evea 
on ourfclves. We difguife our weakncfs, 
and work up in our minds an opinion, that 
the meafure, which we fall into by the na<^ 
tural or habitual imperfeftion of oqr cha^i- 
ra£ler, is the efFcdl of a principle of prudence, 

or 
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Of of fome Other virtue. Thitt the regent^ 
who faw the duke of Orm^nd, becaiife ho 
could not refift the importunity of Oliv& 
Trant, and who gave hopes to the duke, 
becaufe he can rcfufe n6^dy^ made himfelf 
believe that k was a great drain of policy to 
Mow . up the fire, and to keep Britain em- 
broiled. I am perfuaded that I do bot err 
in judging that he thought in this manner } 
and here I fix the reafon of his excluding me 
out of the commerce which he had with the 
duke of Ormond, of his aifedting a perfonal 
dillike ofvmC) ami of his avoiding any corre-^ 
fpondence with me upon thefe matters $ till 
I forced myfelf in a manner upon him, and 
he could not keep me any longer at a diftance 
without departing from his firft principle^ 
that of keeping meafures vnth every body* 
He then threw me, or let me Aide .if yoa 
will, into the hands of thefe women $ and 
when he found that I pre0ed him hard that 
way too, he took me out of their hands, and 
pitt me back again into the prc^r channel of 

bufinefs ; 
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b^fiBe(» } vrb<i» I had sbt been long, as foa 
vM fee by and by, b^an tb« foeoe^ atniifer 
aacBt watfioiftted.. 

Sir John Arbsicii^b told me, wh$n be 
earae from ihe fifft audknoe that he had 
of bis royal hig^eis/th^ he put bioi in 
IQind of the eacoura^ment which he had 
given the earl of Mar to tdce arms. I oe* 
ver heard any thing of this kind, bat what 
. 8ir John let dr<^ to me. If. the fad; bo 
Que, you fee that the Scotch general had 
been anrnfed bylnrn with a wttne&. , The 
Bngltfli general was fo in his turn ; and 
while this was doing, Che regent might 
Aink it beft to have him to hicnfelf. Four 
ej^ CDOAfxehend more obje£ts than two, and 
I was a little better acquainted with the cha- 
ncers of peo^e, and the mafs of the coun- 
try, than the duke, though this court bad 
been at firft a ftrange country to me in corop* 
^ifon of the former. 

An 
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^ An infintty-' of little tifoEHttftanceS con^ 
curbed to tnafesi mi for hi^'this opihbh, fome 
of which are better felt tbitf'^[rfamed, dn4 
many of which are not prefcnt to my me* 
ftiory. That Wlikfh iiatf the' greatift weight 
with me,- aiKl which is, Lthi»k,'decifiVe, T 
will mcntiofi; At the ytry time when il iV 
pretended, that the regent trejrteid with fh* 
duke of Ormond, on theexprefs Coriditibi£ 
that I (hould know nothing of the matter •' 
two* perfons'of the fifft fank aiid;<gteat*iB 
credit in this cbUrt, whertlmadi the; m&t$ 
prefling inftafices to 'thcr^^ro f aitor of tb© 
chevalier, threW out in cenverfationiolme^ 
that I (hou!d attach myfelf tothe duke ttf 
Orleans, that in my circunbftances I might) 
want him, and that he might have occafioa> 
forme. Something was intimafed^of ^pen-^ 
fions, and eftablifliment, and of making my^ 
peace at home. I v^opld not landerftaiYd* 
this language, becaufe I would >iidt btt^ki 

^ wirfij 

• Marfhal D*Hi}XELLEs» marquis D*Effi AT : twenty* 
five thoufand pounds oFered by the lad. 
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Srith the people who held it rnand when Acy 
fiw. that I would jiot take the hhitsi: they 
ccafcd to give them. • . 

♦ ' ^ • ' . - r • ^ 

I FANCY^that youfee by thfe dme thg 
l!)<>tives of the>rqBp«t^ coAda£)^. I am not, I 
confefs,.ahlcito^€5^pIain to you^ifeefe of the 
dttke.of.ORivioN^'fi': I cannot fb:^t3iuch aid 
g^efs at theoii.iWhen he came Into Fraticfe 
I was careful tojhew him allthe fnend^hipj 
and all the rfe^£t pofiabl^.] ^My friends 
were his, my purfe was his,'^swid even trty 
bed was his* I went further, I did all thofe 
things which touch moft fenfibly people \*ho 
ha;ve been ufed to pomp. I made ray court 
to him, and hauntcd'his Icvde with affiduity.' 
In return to this behavidor, which was the 
pore^ffea-of^my' good will, and which no 
duty that I oWeii his grace, no obligation 
that I had to hinb, impbfed upontme ; I have 
^eat reafon to fufped, that he went at le^lt 
halfway in all -which wa$ faid or done agiintf 
me, , He : threw- hitnfelf blindly into the 

foare^ 
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feare "which was laid £br him i tad^ iaftead 
of hindering! as he and I^ in conem ^ m^t 
have done, thofe affairs inooi languifiiiiig, iH 
the manner they did feveral months, he fur- 
Bt(bed this ccnart with Bit excufe far not 
treating with me, tBl it was too laie to fAty 
twn a fovtug game $ and. he nother drove 
the regent to affift the cbevoliert^ nor to de- 
dare that he would not affift Jmn ; thougid 
it was fatal to the caufe in general, and to 
the Scotch in particular, not to bring one of 
the two about. 

It was chriftdias one dtoofaod finnsn 
hundred and i^tecn before tbe chevaHer 
&iled for Scotland* The bsAtle of Dttohlatn 
|iad been foi^ht, the bufindsof Prefton was 
over : there remained not the leaft room to 
exped any commotion b bis favor amof^ 
the Engliib ; and many of the Scotcbs. who 
bad declared for him, began to grow cod hat 
the cauie. No profpe^ of fuccds could en^ 
gage him in this expedttion: but it was be^ 

come 
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come neceflary f(x his rcptstation. The 
Scotch on one fide fparcd not to reproach 
him, I think unjuilly, for his dday ; and the 
French, 00. die 4[^er) were extremely eager 
to have htm gone. Some of thofe who knew 
Iktleof Britifli afiairs im^ined, that his pfe«. 
&nce would produce miraculous effibds. 
l^ou onutft not be iurpt Hed at this. As near 
neighbours as we are, ninety«nine in an hun«* 
ired among the Frencb are as little ac« 
^uaipted with the infide of our ifland^ ^ with 
that of Japan. Others of them w&c uwafy 
to fee bim ikulking about in France, and to 
be tdfi of it every bour by tbe earl of Stair, 
Others again imagined, that he migfat do 
dieir bufineis by gdng into Scotland, though 
he (hould not do his own : that is, they dat^ 
tered themfielves, that he migfat keep a war 
for ibme time aKve, which would employ the 
whole attention of our government j and for 
the event of which they had very little con- 
cern. Unable from their natural temper, as 
well as their habits, to be true to any prm- 

ciple, 



Digitized by 



Google 



1i8 A LETTER f 6 ' 

ciple, they thought and aded m this man<^ 
tier, whilft they affedted the grcateft friend- 
ihip to the king» andewhilft they really did 
defire to enter into tiew and more intimate 
•engagements with him* Whilft the prctcn** 
dcr continued in France they cbiild neither 
avow him, nor favor his caufe v if he once 
fet his « foot on Scotch ground, they gave 
hopes of indire^ afliftance : and if be could 
imiotain bimfelf in any corner o£ the>ifland^ 
they could look upon him, ^ it was laid, as a 
king. This was their language to us. To 
^hc Britifli minifter they denied, they for*» 
iwore, they renounced j and yet the ^ man 
of the beft head in 4II their councils^ being 
afked by lord Stair what they intended to 
do, anfwered before he was aware, :that' they 
pretended to be neuters. I leave you . to 
judge, how this flip was taken up. 

As 

* Dtfcourfe of AbbpD^pSTRBEs, afterward^ archbifliQp 

of Cambray. 

f Marq. D*Huxelles. 
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" As foon as I ireceived ' advice that the che- 1 
viMct was failed from Dunkirk, I renewed, I 
redoubled all ' my applicatiohs. I negleftcd 
no means,'! forgot no argument which my 
underftanding could fuggeft to me* What 
the duke of Ormond retted upon, you have 
f&h already J and I doubt very much whe-' 
th'er lord MaR, if he had beeh here in my ' 
jrface^ vwuld have been able to Employ mea- ^ 
fares more effectual than thofe which I madc^ 
ufe of. I may; withopt aqy imputation of 
arrogance, cotnpare myfelf an this occafibn 
with his lard(hip,iince tbo'^ l¥as' nothing in 
the managenieiM of this aflfair above my de« • 
gree of capacity ; nothing equal,.cither in ex^^. 
tent or difficulty^ to die bufinefs which he* 
was a fpeftator of, and which I carried on, 
when we were fecrctarics of flate together 
under tlie late queen. ^ 

The king of Fn ance, v^ho- was not able 

to furnifli the pretender with m^ney himfelf, 

had writ fome jime before his death to his 

K . grand- 



Digitized by 



Google 



l$Q A LETTER TO 

grandfoHi anc) had obtained a pjoonik of f(Wf 
hpndred thpi|fand crowns from the king pf 
S^AiN. A fmall part of this fum had b^eo 
received by the queen's treafurer ^t St. Ger-* 
niain^Si and had been either fent to Scotlaad^ 
or employed to defray the ea^nces which 
were daily making on the coeft« I prefled 
the Spanifli ambaflador at Pari^^ I fdk:itcd» 
by Lawiessi Albbroni 9t Madrid) and I 
fonnd ^ another mwe pt^ate and more pro* 
mifing way of ^pplyltig to him* I took care 
te have a number Of officers picked out of 
the Iri(h troops, which &rve in that countty ; 
their routs were given them^ and I fent a (hip 
to receive and traniport them* The money 
came in fo flowly, and in fuct^trifling fums, 
that it turned to little account j and the offi* 
cers were on their way when the chevalier 
returned from Scotland. 

In the fummery c^ndeavours had been ufed 
to prevail on Ae king of Sweden to tranf* 

port 

• Marqub Mon'ti. 
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port ftom G(it!et>barg, the troops he had in 
that nei^bourhood into Scotland, or into 
the north of England* He had cxcufed 
bim&lf| not becaufe he difliked the propoH- 
tlon> which, on the contrary* he thought 
agreeable t0 his intereft : but for rcafcMis of 
flnt>ther kind. Firft, becaufe the troops at 
hand for this fervice confifted in horfe^ not 
in foot, which had been afkec^, and which 
were alone proper for fuch an expedition t 
fccondly, becaufe a declaration ojf this fort 
might turn the proteftant princes of the eni- 
pirc, from whofe offices he had ftill fome 
profpe^ of, affiftance^ againft him : and 
thirdly, bccatife although he knew that the 
king of Great Britain was his enemy, 
yet they were not in war together, nor had 
the latter afted yet a while openly enough 
againft him to juftify fuch a rupture* At 
the time I am fpeaking of, thefe reafons were 
removed by the king of Swbden^s being 
beat out of Ac empire, by the little confc^ 
quence which his management of the protef- 
K 2 tant 
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tant princes was to him, and by the declara^ 
tion of war which the king as eledor of Ha- 
nover made. I took up this negotiation there* 
fore again* The regent appeared to come 
into it. He fpoke fair to the baron de Sfar^ 
who prefled him on his fide, as I prefled him 
on mine^ and promifed, befides the arrears of 
the fubfidy due to the Swedes, an immediate 
advance of fifty thoufand crowns for the en- 
terprife on Britain* He kept the ofiicer, who 
was to be difpatched, I know not how long 
booted I fometimes on pretence; that in the 
the low fi:^te of bis credit he could not find 
bills of exchange for the fum, and fometimes 
on other pretences 1 and by thefe delays he 
' evaded his promife. The French were very 
frank in declaring, that they could give us 
no rnoney, and that they would give us no 
troops* Arms, ammunition, and connivance, 
they made us hope for. The latter in fome 
rdegree we might have had, perhaps; but to 
what purppfe was it to connive, when by a 
multitude of little tricks they avoided fur* 

nilhing 
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nifliHig US with afitts ind 'attincSumtion, and 
when they knew that we were utterly unable 
to furDifh ourfelv^cS' with them? I had 
formed rf>e defign of engaging French priva- 
teers in the pretender's fcrvice. They wer6 
toi^have carried whjatcver we fhould have had 
to fcbd to any part of Britain in their firfl: 
voyage,' and after that, to' have cruifed lin- 
xJeir his Commfffion. I had a<ftuaHy agreed 
for fome, and it was in my power to have 
made the fame bargains with others. Swe^ 
den on one fide, and Scotland on the othtri 
M^oald have -ifForded them rfetreats : and if 
the wai^ had been kept up in any part of the 
mountains, I conceive the execution of this 
defign would have been of the greateft ad- 
vantage^ to the pretender. It failed, becaufe 
no other part of the work went on. He 
was not dbbve fix weeks in his Scotch expe* 
dition^ and thefe were the things I endea- 
voured to bring to bear in his abfence, I had 
no great opinion of my fuccels before he 
went; but when he had made the laft ftep 
K 3 which 
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M^hich it was in his power to mak€j, I re*. 
ibived to faSct ndther him ix^ the Scotch to 
be any longer bubbles of their own crpdulityi 
and of the fcandalous artifice of this court. It 
would be tedious to enter into a longer nar* 
rative of all the ufelefs pains 1 took* To 
conclude therefore § in a coQver(ation whicti 
J bad with the IVt D'Hox£tL£$» I took oc* 
cafion to declare, that I would not be the 
inftrument of amu0ng the Scotch ; and that 
lince I was able to dp them no other fervice^ 
) would at lead inform them, that they muJUi 
flatter themfelytes no longer with hopes of 
fuccour from France, I added^ that I would 
fend them veiTels, which with tfaoie already 
on the coail of Scotland might ferve to bring 
off the pretender^ the earl of Maii» and a^ 
many others as pc0}ble. The mar(hal ap^ 
proved my refolution^ and advifedme to exe^ 
cute it as the only thing which was left to 
do. On this occafion he (hewed no referve^ 
be was very explicit j and yet in this very 
point of tioiC;^ the prott^ife ^ an order was 

obtained. 
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dl)(ainfed, 6t p^tHAdeA V&hschti\nt6, front 
the rcgetiti fdf ddlverfiig fh^ifft Iter^s of arm* 
tild attitti6fii<k)ri #hfch helbiifg^ t6 the die- 
vu\wfy itid 'whkh hadba^ pan bto ft^d 
Frtfwch fBi«gas»ii«s whee Sk- ^fiORCE BviM? 
came to Hftfie. CA&Tlt JBlanco is* 
Spaniard who married a daughter of lord 
Mblpoad, 8Ad who under tbat mle fet up 
foe al nKdl«r in B«gU(b bufiae^ I cannoe 
jtiftly teU wheilyer ilie titinor «f obtaining 
tlrit^ pwa^(^\i^i9 tikt^d to hitx^ r& the jumo' 
ii> the bcM6 di tiddtdgne/ or to anj? one ^^ 
Ifuppofe tibef all £(fltfMdf a fimre of the me^ 
tit, The|M'^(^ v»^, (bsn tHffe:ftore8ihotridr 
bb deUveiied td> Castel Blanco } that bdf 
ftioeld e»t«r iftttf *• rw«>gniiifai»te to cairi-y 
tfceitt t»-Spiinj ittd from tbetioi td the Weft 
lHdi*9 } rfiall I (hootd pmWinM for this 
pur^, WhkhP be ffiiout^ a^ar to hireotf 
iwy J and-<feat when {htvfis at f« Am flwuM 
fail direaty for Siotkrtd. Yoa caonot be-- 
IteVfe thit I itctajawd much «b the effefik ol 
t^is order: bttt; scctsfteraied: » toacW: in notJa* 
• i . fures. 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 A LI^TTFR TO 

fures, the inutility of wjiich I faw cvidcntty 
enough, I concurred in this likewifc. The 
Deceflary care ^as taken, and. in a fortnight's 
tirtje the (hip was re^y to fail^ ar>d no jTufpi* 
cion of her belongimg to the chevalier, or of 
her deftinatioftj was gone abjoad^ 



*<. 



^ As this evint made no dlteajion in niy. 
opinion, it nmde nx^nein. thejdilpatchefirwhich 
I prepared and .fent to Scotland/ >Ia thcai V 
gave an aceoiiiotof >vhat was in. nfig^iation/ 
1 explained to hira what might Ije tipped for* 
in time, if he wlas abletp maibtiMO hi(ii(<^f in^ 
tiie mountains without the fiiccoufs he de- 
manded from. Fx jinQe. But fronts France, , I 
told him plainly, that it was in vain to ex- 
pc£t the lea&patt of them. |n fliort, 1 
concealed nothing from him. .This wa? all? 
I could do to put the chevalier and; his coun-^ 
oil. in a condition to judge what meafures to. 
take : but thefedifpjUtchcs never came to his^ 
bands. He was foaled from Scotland juft. 
before the.gentleman, whoml^fent, arrived 

on 
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On the coaftw . He landed atGraveline ^boM 
the twenty facond of F^waryi and ibp 
fifft or^era^e gave, were-tp %p 4\the.v§Cz 
fcls which S'er?. going w hi* a<5CouM to- lb<i 
country frofli whence -hft.c^mf.^ ■. 

rl.SAW him. the morning after his aitivat 
at St. Germains, and h?.,rficpjved.me witl\ 
opei^ ^tps. , I had been, astfooo as. weh^^d 
of his return, to. acquaint U^e French court 
yrithit They were not. a little iincaly -J apd 
the firft thing which, the, M^,|>'Hu3cel|.es 
faid to meiipon it was, tha^ the chevalier 
ought to proceed to Bar jwjtii gl|..tho diligepce 
po^ble».^nd to take poflcflSpn of his former; 
afylum before, the dql^. p(,JjptS,RAiti ha4>, 
time to,de(^jehim tolook putifor ft re^occ, 
fome where elfe. Nodiing more was meaned . 
by th^ propofal, than to g«t him out of ii\e 
dominions of France immediately. , ^ was 
not in my mind averfe to it for other reafons^ 
Nothipg, could be more difadvantageous to 
him than, to be oWiged to pafs the Alpes, or 

to 
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to refide m the ptfpdl tt^rritory on ibi» fide of 
^m. AvigMn was alreiady namtd fer hi^ 
rttncat m comtttbhcdtmjrfetiotl t ifld 1 kno# 
flbi whether from the^nit hft left ^oclanfd, 
be ever thought df aAy other* - i itnaglfied^ 
that by furprifing the duke of Lorrain wc 
Iboutd forniih th^ pfMMe wi^ an ^^ufe to 
tfee king, and to the ethper or 5 thif wc might 
drawthe matter into length, and gainfimA 
to negotiate fotne cither Retreat, than tbiat of 
Avignon, for tbd chevalfer. , l*he Aike'a 
good wiH thertf'wiiy'no room-to doubt of; 
anci by what the- prkice of VA0fifeMo»i» 
tofeJ toe at f^arii (bmt lime after wufd^^r I ^M»^ 
iafpf to think vtre (b^wld have fucceeded* Itf 
aH events it cotild not be wrong to try every 
meafbre, and thfe pretender woitfdhave^onfi . 
to Avrgnon with inuiih better grace, when be 
had* done, in (he f^ht of the world^^ aH h^ 
cxmW to avoid it. 

I fovND hrm in no difpiQJhibn t&make 

fuCb bafte : he had a minrf, on the coittf aiyj 

• to 
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today fome^me at SttGertiwins, and iftlho 
fie^bouf hood of Paris, and to have a private 
meeting with t)^e regent. He fent me back 
to Pari& to folkiit this nse^ittg; I writ, I 
fpoke to the martbal D'Huxelles , I did my 
befitofervehimmhisown wey. The mar- 
ibttl anfw^red me by word of mouth, and by 
letter. He refafed me by botht I r^mem-» 
^r he added this drcumftanpei that he found 
the regent in bed, and acquainted him Jwith 
what the chevalier dcfircd ; that the regent 
rofe up in; a paflion, faid that the things 
yflakh were afked were puerilities, ^d fwore 
that he would not fee him. I returned 
without having bien able tq fucceed in my 
coramiffioa; ^nd, I confcfs, I thought the 
iwant of fuc?efs tm ibis occafipn oo great mis* 
foriuM. 

It was two or three o'clock on the Suui^ 
day or Monday mcMrning when J parted front 
the pretender* He acquiefccd in the deter^ 
minadott of the regent, and declared that he 

would 
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would inftantly fet obt fbr Lbrr'aih : b\s 
trunks were packed; his chaife vfzs ord^jkd 
to be at the door at five, and Ifent to Pari^ 
to.acquamt the mmiftcr thkt he was gon^; 
He afked' me ho*v fobn I Qiould be able to 
follow hiiii, pLVt tiic commiffions for fome 
thlrigSy which he defired I flKwld bring aft^' 
him; and, in( a word, no Italfefn; ever enfi* 
, braced the mtft he was going to ftab, with 
gfeater ffli^w of affedion and confidence. 

^ Instead of taking poft for Lorralh, be 
wfent to the little hb&fe in the bbis^ de Bou^ 
logne,* where his^ female mmifters refidedj 
and there he- continued lurking for fc?^al 
days, and plftafin^' himfelf with the air of 
iriyftery aftd* bufinefs, whilft the only real 
bufinefs, which he (hould have had at that 
time, lay negledied. He faw the Spaniih 
and Swedifh minifters in this plate. Icin-^ 
hot tell, for ! heVef* thought it worth dfkifig* 
whether he faw the duke of Orleans i 
poffiWy he might. To have been teifcd into 
■ ■ fuch 
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fiich a ftep, which iignified nothing) and 
which gave the the cabal an air of credit and. 
importance^ is agreeable enough, to the levity 
of his royal li^hucfs^scharaflcr* ^ 

The Thurfday following the duke of 
Ormond came to fee me, and after the 
compliment of telling me, that he believed I 
fliould be furprifed at the meflage hebroughf, 
he put into my hands a note to himfelfj and 
a little fcrip of paper direded to me, and 
drawn in the flyle of a juftice of peace's 
warrant. They were both in the chevalier's 
hand-writing, and they were dated on the 
Tuefday, in order to make me believe that 
they had been writ on the road, and fent 
back to the duke : his grace dropped in our 
converfation, with great dexterity, all the in- 
finuations proper to confirm me in this opi- 
nion. I knew 'at this time his matter was 
not gone; fo that he gave me two very rifi. 
ble fcenes, which are frequently to be met 
with when Tome people meddle in bufinefs j 

I mean 
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I mean that of icdng a man lai3or with i 
great deal of aukward artifice to make a k^ 
cret ()f a nothiiig» and that of feeing yourfelf 
taken for a bubble When you know as much 
of the raatter» as he who thinks that he im« 
pofes ofi yetl« 

I CANNOT recoU6<9: precifely ^ terms of 
the two papers. I remember that the kingly 
laconic ftyie of one of them^ and the expref<^ 
iion of having no farther occafion for my 
jTervice^ made me imile« The other was an 
order to give up the papers in my office ; all 
which might have been contained in a letter^ 
cafe of a moderate fize^ I gave the duke the 
feals, and fome papers which I could readily 
come at. Some others, and indeed all fuch 
as I had not deftroyed, I fent afterwards to 
the chevalier : and I took care to convey to 
him, by a fafc band, feveral of hi? letters^ 
which it would have been very improper the 
duke (bould have feen« I am Airprifed that 
he did not rcfleflk on the confequence of my 

obeying 
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obeying b|s order literally. It depended on 
me to have ibewn his general what an opi« 
nion the chevalier had of his capacity. I 
fcorned the trick j and wpuld not appear 
piqued, when I was far from hejng apgry. 
As I gave up, without fcruple, all the papet? 
which remained in my hands, hecaufe I waa 
determined never to ttiake ufe of them s io I 
confefs to you, that I took a fort of pride in 
never aiking for thofe of mine which were 
in the pretender's hands : 1 contented myielf 
with making the dpke underftand bow little 
need there was to get rid of a man in fibia 
manner, who had niade the bargain which I 
had done at my engagement; and with 
taking this firft opportunity to declare, that I 
would never more have to do with the pre«» 
tender, or his caufe* 

. That I might avoid being queftioned. 
and quoted in fhe moft curious and the mod 
bablipg town in the world, I related- whgr 
had pafled to three or four of my friends, 

and 
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and hardly ftirrcd abroad, durirtg a JTortnighf^ 
out of. a little lodging which very few people 
knew of. At the end of this term the mar- 
ihal of Berwic came to fee me, and afkcd 
me what I meaned, to confine myfelf to my 
chamber, when my name was trumpeted 
about in all the conf>panies of Paris, and the 
itooft infamous ftories werefpread concerning 
me. This was the firft notice I had, and it 
was foon followed by others* I appeared 
immediately in the world, and found there 
was hardly a fcurrilous tongue which had 
not been let loofe on my fubjed ; and that 
thofe perfons, whom the duke of Ormond 
and earl of Mar mud influence, ^^or might 
lilence^ were the loaded in defaming me. 

Particular inftanccs wherein I had 
failed were cited ; and, as it was the fa(bion 
for every Jacobite to affcft being in the fccret, 
you might have found a muhitude of vou-* 
cbers to fads, whicb^ if they had been true, 

«ould 
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jbould in the nature of them be known to 
very few pcrfons* 

This method, of beating down the repu- 
tation of ^ mun by noife ;^nd impudence, im- 
pofed 6n the world at firil, convinced people 
who were not acquainted with me, andftag* 
gered even my friends. But it ceafed in a 
few days to have any cffe^, a'gainft me. The 
malice was too grofs to pafs'upon refledion* 
Thefe (lories di^d away almoft as faft as they 
were publiflied, for this very reafon, bccaufe 
they were particular* 

They gave out, for iriftance, thst I had 
taken to my own ufe a very great fum of the 
chevalier*s money, when it was notorious that 
I had fpent a great fum of my own in his 
fervice ; and never would be obliged to him 
for a farthing : in which cafi^ L believe, I 
wasf fingle. Upon this head it was eafy to 
appeal to a very honed gentleman, the 
queen's treafurer at St. Germains, through 

L whofc 
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whofe handt, and not through laioe, w«ot 
the very little money which the cbevallot 
had. 

They gave out, that whilft be was 19 
Scodand he never heard from me^ though it 
was ootarious that I feot him no kis tbao 
five ezprefles during the fix weeks which he 
confuo^ed' in this expedition. It wa6 eafy» 
i)o tliis heady to appeal to the peribns^ tp 
whom my difpatcbea bad been committed^ 

These lies, and many others of the iame 
fort, which were founded on particular fa^s^ 
were difproved by particular fa^, aod had 
not timci at leaft at Paris, to make any im«- 
f)reflion. But the principal crime, with 
which they charged me then, and the only 
one which fince that time they have infifted 
upon, is d another nature. This part of 
their accufation is general, and it cannot be 
refuted without doing what I have done 
above, deducing fevcral £ad:s, comparing 

thefe 
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tkefc fads together^ aod reafoning upon 
them : nay, that which is worfe, is, that il; ^ 
cannot be fully refuted without the mention 
offbtao fa£b| which,' io myprofbnt circum- 
ftancQS, k ivodd not be vety prudent, though^ 
I {houtd chink k very lawful for me, to di-» 
vulge« You fee that I mean the ilarving the 
war in Scotland, which it is pretended might 
have been fvpported, and nvght have fuc^- 
ceededi.too, if I had procured the fuccouri 
which were afked^ n^y, if I had fent a little 
powder, Thia the jacobkes, who affed mo-' 
deration and candor, (hr lig their flioulders at: 
they are forry for k, but lord Bolingbrokb 
can nevpr wa(h himfelf clean of this guik $ 
for thQfe fuccours might have been okained : 
and a proof that they might, is, that they were 
(b by other). Thefe people leave the caufe 
of this mifmanagement doubtful, hetweear 
my treachery and my want of capacity.' The 
pretender, wi^ aU the falfe charky and real 
malice of one who feu up fot devotion. 
La. attribute! 
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attributes all his misfortunes to my negli- i 
gencc/ , ,: : . 

- The letters which were writ by my fe- ^ 
cretary above a year ago, into England ; the* 
marginal notes which have been made fince 
to the letter from Avignon ; and what is faid 
above, have fct this affair in fo clear a /light, 
that whoever exaniines, with a fair intention, 
muft fed the truth, and be convinced by it. 
I cannot, howeVei, foHsear ^o make fome ob* 
fervations on the fame fubjcd here. It is 
even neceflary that I (hould do fo in the de- 
fign of making this;difcourfe the foundation 
of my juftification to the tories at prefept, 
and to the whole world in time. 

There is nothing which my enemies ap* 
prehend fo much as my juftification : and 
they have reafon. But they may comfort 
ihemfelves with this refledlion, that it will 
be a misfortune, whidh will accompany mc 
to my grave, that I fuffered a chain of acci- 
dents 
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dents t6*dra^ me.into facB meafufesi and 
fuch cobpariy} that I have been obliged to 
defend myfelf againft fach accofatfions and 
fuch , accufcrs j ' th at, by. aflocidting * widi fo 
much folly, and (o aiuch knavery, I ao) be- 
come the vidim of both; that I was di- 
ftreflewf by the fornaer, whpn .the latter would 
have been leis grievous to. me^-fince it is much 
better in bufinefs to: be yoked to knaves, thaa 
hclsy and that I put into .iheit hands, the 
means <>f loading tne,.Itke the': fcape-goat, 
. vrith all the evil confequences of their folly^ 

- Ir the firil Jettcrs which I received from 
theeafl of Mak, he writ* for arms, for am^ 
munilidn, for money^ for offiders, and all 
things frankly, as if tbefe things had been 
ready, and I had engaged to fupply him with, 
them, bcfdre lie fet up the ftandard at the 
brae of INjIar: whereas bur ,coftdition couM 
BOt be 4inknown to his lordibip; and yoa 
have fecn that I did all I could to prevent his 
reckoning'on ahy affiftahceirbth hence. As. 
, J L 3 our 
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6ox hopes aft tbficburt^decrei^^ his lord« 
ihip rofe in his deibincb : ^nd at the tiane 
trhen it was vifiUe thaSt the regent intended 
nothiag lefe than evefi privately and indired-^ ' 
ly ta f^pport the Sc6toby iht pr^tetiKfef and 
the earl of MArR Writ for regular forces and 
i iraiA of artillery } which waa in d£kd tb 
iniift that France fhonld eqter into a wkr Am 
iSactn. I ob^t, in anfwer to thb firft tn*- 
fiances^ have aiked lord MAit^ what he did 
in Scotland ?- and what he meaoed hy draw^ 
ing his countryiiienimo^wac at thiirtiiiir^ 
or at leail upon this foot ? He, who had dic- 
tated not long before a numbrial^ wbereift it 
was aflertedi that to have a pc^)e£t of fuc-* 
ceeding in this enterp/tfe there mud, be an 
univ^rfal infurreObn^ and th^t.fuch an in- 
ftirre£kfon was In no fort probabid, unlefe ai 
body of troops was brought ta ftlp(k)|:t it h 
He^ who thought that the confequecce of 
failing,^ whA^n- the. attempt was osoce 0kade« 
muft be the titter ruin cf tbe;cmtfr> and ihd 
h($ of the BntUh liberty I Hq> who con^ 

/ curred 
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tMtted in dcmandiiig as. a pls^fUlak, md the 
kaft which could be kififted on^ arms^ am- 
mtfnitfoiii aniHery, tiiooey> and officers? I 
fay, I miglht hwc alk^ what he meant to 
begb the dance when he had not the Jeaft 
ofibradce of any foccoor, but> on the con^^ 
trary, the ^i^eateft f«a£on iniagtnaUe to: be- 
lieve this affair was beconie as defperate a<^ 
t>road by tl|e death of the moft cfariftian krng^ 
as it was at home by the difcovefy of the de* 
%Q, and by the meafures taken to defeat hi 

Imr^AH of ading this put, which would 
Iiav6 been wife, I took that which was plau- 
4blei I refolved to contribute all I could to 
fupport the bufinefs, fiace it was begun. I 
encouraged bis lordfliip as long as I had ^e 
leaft ground for doing ib } and I confirmed 
the pretender in his ridiblntion of going to 
SoDtland, when he had: nodiing better left 
him to do. If I have any thing jto reproach 
myfelf widi, in tbc^hole progrels of the war 
in Scotland^ it is iunriaig cafioufaged )<«d 
L 4 Mar 
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Mar too long* But ori the othec h^d, if I 
had given up the caufe, and had writ de- 
fpondingly to him, before this court had 
expl^ned itfelf as fully as the marshal 
D'HuxELLES did in the converfation which 
18 mentioned above, it is eafy to fee: what tura 
would have been given to fuch a conduct : 

The true caufe of all the misfortunes 
which happened to the Scotch, and to thofe 
\vho took arms in the north of England, lies 
here; that they rofe without any previous 
certainty of foreign help, in direft contra- 
-didipn to the fcbeme which their leaders 
themfelvcs bad formed. ' The excufe vybich 
I have heard made for this, is that the ad: of 
parliament for curbing the High}andei:$ yn^s 
near to.be put in execution ; that they would 
have been difarmed, and entirely difabled 
from riling at any other time, if they had not 
rofe al this. You can judge. better than I 
of the validity of this excufe. It fcems to 
IDe, that by man^ment they might have 

gained 
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gained time,, and that evep^hei) they head 
been reduced to ttbedilemi|^a>ruppof(;d,;t^^ 
ought tO; have got together under pretenc^i^^^ 
refifting the infradions of jthe union, ivitfa^c^^ 
any aiention.of the pretender, and hayq 
treated with the g;overnn3entjOa this foo(^ 
By thefe nieans they might probably: hay^ 
prefcrved themfclves in a condition of avow^ 
ing their de%jD when they (hpuld be:fure of 
being backed from abroad; at the worft 
they might liave declared for the chejiralicr 
when all other expedients failed theo^,,,, la 
a word, I take this excufe not to be very good, 
and the true rcafon of this condoft ta.l^ave 
been the rafhnefe of the people,; and thp-ia^ 
confiftept mctfurpsof thpi^hoid. ^ 



.:u 



But admitting the excufe ^o l>e v^id,. it 
remains ftill an undeniable, truth, that this b 
the original fountain from whence allrthofe 
waters of bitter nofs flowe^, whi<?h fo ti\my 
unhappy people have drunk of. I havefaid 
alfeidy, fhat tha^ieceflity of ading wa$ prft- 

cipitated 
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ce^ had be«6 ifakSt); «nd^t the Decfeffity <^ 
Mtig fb feezed td teeslieiis the means df 
d6mg fo werii taken afway. To wihoiM ii 
ffiis to be afcrit)cd?Is itttt be aftfibcd to me^ 
^ho had lid (htlre in theife aiFairs till la few 
week* before the duke of Ormond was 
forced tb abandon England, and die difeoverjr 
tf the intended tnvafion was puUiflied to par- 
liament and to the world? or is it to bt 
iafcribed tff thofe wtio had from the firft been 
bt the head bf this undertaking ? 

Xjti ABtt id deffrttd thils point, (he next re* 
fort of the jacobttds h to this impudent and 
abfurd affirmation, that, notwithftanding th^- 
difadvantages under which they took arms, 
they fliobld have fueccedcdj if the indireft 
affiftanccs, which were aiked from ^T^rancc, 
liad been obtained: rtay, that they ihould 
have been' able to defend this Hi^Bands, if I 
"had fent them 'a littJc powdet. H it poffible 
thaft a man diotrid be yroanddd ivith foch 

blunt 
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mant yi^zpomi Mutii mas^ than powder 
was iiked for frbra the firft> and I htcyt al- 
nadj. iaMi thk When tbc cbevadier caoie iht6 ^ 
8cmkdd» vigM«r iroopSy artillery, &c. wera 
demapcktd. Both he ^iHd the carl of MaiI 
}«ilgi4 it itx^ioffiUe ta fland their grdond 
witbau< ftn^ jrffiftanoe ae tfaefe* How dio* 
dfddtts ifaea txiiift it be deemedi that they 
ibfibr tbeii: dependents to Tpr^ad in the worlds 
^M fiar i^ATMCi^of H litcl^^^ powder I forced 
dram to abai^n i>cotland^ The «arl of 
Mar ^AowSt lliat A\ the powder in France 
Would boc.bft^e enabled bim to ftay at Perth 
a» long ^ h4 did, if he had not bad another 
Itenrity : and when Uiiat failed faitn, he mojft 
iMie i]atfted ther par^ri if the. regent had 
giyeri b( aU that he ffiade^fbnie of us expe^ 

But to fidifii aU that I mtend to fay 
oil a fulyjeft which has tired me, and per- 
baps yi$}i I the Jacobites affirnr that the indi- 
$c& affiftancesy which they defired, tnigbf; 
bave b^ QJ^t^ned : and I confer, that I am 

incx-! 
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inexcufable if this fadl be troc. To provi 
it| tbey appeal tq theJitde poiitiQiaDS of jwhom 
I have fpok^i.fb often. I affirai^i.onjtho 
contrary,, that rtiotbing could he .obtained 
heiie to fupportthe^Scotch, or . to eoicouragb 
the Englifli.'- To prove thel aflcftidni I api4 
pcaLto the nimJfters with/whom : I nego^ 
tiatedj and.to'the fegwt^hin^felfy wfco whafci* 
evcf^* language he may hold in private whh 
bther '^people, CMirioi controvert wkh iiiie thd' 
truth of what f advance, Htf excluded mo 
formerlyi that he might the riioreeafily avoid 
dbing any thing 5 and perhaps he has blamed 
mefince^ that he might excufe his doipglbo^' 
thing. All this may be true, and ydt it will 
remain true 5 "^^ that he would never have beeaii 
prevailed upon toa<a diredlly againft hisin^ 
tereft in the only point of view which he 
has, I meaa the erovra of F«hce,-ind 
againft the unanimous fenfe of alt -%is mini-' 
fters. ^ SuppcJlS that in the time of ^the late 
queen, when ftidh^d'the peace in viewi a^ 
f)arty in France had implored hW, affiftance^ 

and 
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and had r^ppRed to MARG^fc^FiEtomG^ 
to Israel, to my lady OcLETHORPBr jto 
Dr. Battle, and Keutcriaht general St^w* 
ART ; vrfiat fucofs do* you iifaagtne fucb 
applications would have had F The queen 
Would have i{>oke them fair, flie would 
fp^k otherwife, to no body: hut do you 
imagine 0ie would have mad6 one ftep in 
their fav6r ? Olive Trant, Magny, ma- 
d^mgi/dle Gkaussery, a dirty abbe Bri- 
pAULT:, ;aad. Mr. DfLLON, arc Ghara<acrs 
ycry appofite to tbefes and what I ru{:^K>l€ 
to have paffed' in England is not: a; .whit 
more ridiculous than what really pafled 
here. — 

' I SAY nothing of the (hips, which ihc 
jacobitesf pretend that they fcnt into Scotland 
three weeks or a month after the preteodo: 
was returned. I believe they might have 
had my lord Stair's connivance then, as 
well as the regent's. I fay nothing of the 
order, which they pretend to have obtained, 
- ' and 
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imr^ (etfed at Havre to be deliisered to Cas*^ 
TEX* Blanco^ i have already faid enough 
on diis head i and yoa cannot have failed to 
obferye, that this fignal favor was never qI^« 
tained by (hefe people till thie nfutrihat 
lyHuxELLES had owned to me, that nq* 
thing was to' be expeded from France^ and 
that the only thing which I coald do was to 
endeavour to bring the pretender, the earl of 
Mar, and the principal perfons who were 
moft.expofedy off: neither he nor 1 imagine 
ing that any fuch would be left behind. 

When I began to appear in the worlds 
upon the advertifements which my friends 
gave me of .the clamour diat was raifed 
againfV me, yod wiU eafily nhink I did noj: 
enter intQ (o many particulars m I have done 
with you« I faid even left, than you have 
feeo, in thofe letters which Brinsden wrk 
into England, in March and April was 
twelve month ^ and yet the clamor fonk im« 

piediately* 
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inedWjr, ;Th« p$0fiq of confidfratioo at 
this cpurt \k^ it dowPi. tqi the court «f 8n 
Germains grew h n(h»mtA 6f it, diat th« 
queen thou^t fit fo purge Iwrfelf of having 
had «ny ~fii9ee io encouraging the dircofitrfed 
whkfa were held againft ine, or having been 
fo mach ai kt into the fecm of the m^afuie 
which pceoedod them. The provocatieh 
wa5 grjeat, hot I tdbWed to aa^witboot paf* 
lion. I faw the advantage ihc pictender and 
his council, who difpofed of things better for 
me than I (hould have done for myfelf, had 
given me: hot Ifaw likewife, that I muft 
^pn>ve this advantage with the' utmoft 
camion. 

At I'levBt imagined that he Would treat 
me in die huinnec be did, xior: that his mii 
oiflers could he weak enough to advi<b him i6 
it ; I had re&lved, on hisfeturn frota Scot* 
land, to feUow him tilt bis refidencc ihobii 
4)e fixed fomevtrhete or other: after which. 
Jaaving fcrved the tories in this, wt»*ch I 

looked 
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loojp^ upon a» their laft fti'uggle lor powef^ 
^nd having contbued to a<St ih the preten** 
der's afeirs tllfc the end of the tef m for which 
I embarked with him j I fliould have 
cfteemed myfelf to be at liberty^ arid (hbuld 
in the civileft mannet I wasi able^have taken 
my leave of him* Had we parted thus, I 
ihould have remained in a very ftrange fitua^ 
tion .during the reft of my life t but I had 
examined myfelf thoroughly, I was deter- 
mined, I was prepared* 

On one fide he would have thought that 
he had a fort of right on any future occafion 
to call me out of my retreat; the torics 
would probably have thought the fame 
thing : my refolutioii was taken to refufe 
them both, and I forefaw, that both would 
condemn me. On the other fidei the confi- 
deration of his keeping, meafures with me, 
joined to that of having once openly declared 
for him, would have created a point of ho- 
nor, by which I (hould have been tied down, 

not 
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n&l only fr<Mi tvs/^^agpginfg kg^nft hip, bat 
nlfo fr&!«^i#]g:*my pcade-at djoiwe.r .Th6 
chevalfer i^t ihisi^gohHat) rkhot::aft!inder at 
e?rt6 blov(^P f He brbfcef thilinlcso^tfeat chain 
^hjch ;fo*rf)iei* ^ngagem^rite had faftenfed -on 
!A6, and gavt »iie'« right^fc^ecm tnyfeJf ap 
free^froMf all bblig^tionsu^frkeeping mcafint? 
withlhiava^I ^^Id.hayj&cbntiaurd if I had 
never engaged in!hisjntci?eftv/ 71 took: there; ' 
jfore^ frotothaV/n^menti .th«: jret^irt^^ ibf 
making mfipc2idp at ibbme^^ indtof oiiploy^ 
ing all the'unfartvmate^expettenbe ][ hadict 
rquiried:abri)adybiiEindeceive!iny £nends>^ arid 
(o pitomoicithtfiuoidn and thf:.quifet of xtjy 
'COUntrj^*.';."r* vA L.I. , .' :" ;,r, v^-; . ' -.'',; 



;'J jV.: :i:- aI^. 



The carl of Stair had/xcccfivcd a full 
power to treat with tpe whilfl I was engaged 
witkthe'pretendqr, as I; have. been fince In- 
formed. i:He:lvblid(SDe t»ie'ihe>}iiAice to be^ 
lieve me incapable to hearkenj^ in fuch cir- 
cumftances, to any pix>p6fals' of that^ kind : 
jjhd^ a$ mi;ch friend 0:i% as Be had for, me,^ 4^ 
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mdclji a$ I bad for biro, we CBtertalmd not 
theleaftcveo indiroS correii^ tog^ 

ther daring that whole tim^ Soon aft^^ 
wards he.emfdoyed a perfon ^ to commuxur 
cate to me the di^fition of bis majefty.to 
grant me my {Mrdoo, and his own defire t9 
pv^ me, on this occafion, all the proofs, he 
ifxmld of his bclination in nay favor* I em^ 
l^aced the dSer) as it became me to do, with 
all poffibk^fenfe of the king's goodoefs, an4 
of his lordi)ftp*s fiioidfliip ^^ We met, we 
tallied together, and he wrote to the court on 
!the iiitjedf The turn wfai^ the mioiflers 
^ve to this matter was, to enter into a treaty 
to reverfe my attainder, and to ilipulate the 
conditions on which t)us fi^ of grace fyovld 
be granted mp«.. 

Ths notion <tf.a treaty (hocked met I 

^efolved n^ver tp be re^ed, hi^ct 4iap go 

thai 
. ^ ^^tApiw of Gfl^efa, thfii at Parit, 

f Tbeie will be added, at the eii4 of tlu9 relattoo, an 
ori^na) letter from tlie earl of Stair to Mr* CaAOc^j* 
tP^t ^ f^\y M»^^t of tlm trgnfaCtofi liere mentlpii^^* 
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that way to work ; aiKl I • opened mj^\{ 
vAthduU any t*cferve to lord SxAik. I told 
him^ tbat I looked on myklt to be obliged ki 
honor and in confcience to undeceive my 
friends m England^ both ae to the (late €£- 
foreign affairs, ae to the management c^ die 
Jacobite kitereft abroad/ and as to* the cha-* 
rai^s of perfons ; in ^very one of whkb 
points I knew them td be moit groialy ind 
pioft daogecoufly dekided: that the treats 
naent 1 4iad received from the pretender and 
his adberenta would joQtfy me to the world 
in doing this : diat if I remained in exile all 
my life, be might be afiured, that I would 
never more have to do with the jacobite 
caufe } and that if I vms redored, I ihould* 
give it an efi^ual Uow, in making that 9po-» 
logy which the pretender.has put me under 
a heceflity of making ; that in doing this I 
flattered myfelf that I (hoold contributelbme^ 
thing to the eftablHbment of the king's go* * 
vernment, iind to (fab onion ci his iot^fts } 
but that this was all th« merit; whk^ 1 could 
' M 2 promife 
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prooHCa to^h^ve: .tb^^^if. the court Micv^: 
thole jrofeffiqris to l?e iincerc, a trcgty with 
mi5 ^was^ un/ieccff^ry fpr. then) ; and that if 
tb^y did not believe them fo, ft treaty with ^ 
them .Was d^ng^rqus for me ; that I was; der 
terteiaed;in this whol^ iBia^h&lon to make ao 
cofii Aep which I wottld not own in the face 
of the world ; tliat in oth^r circumftances it 
might be fufficient to ad bonedly^ but that 
in a cafe a& extraordinary as mine^ it w&s facr., 
ceiTary. to ad cleatly»' and to leave no room 
for the leafl doubtful cbnftrudion* 

f The .earl of Stair, as well, ^s Mr 
Graggs, who arrived foon after in France,, 
ctame into iny &nfe. « I have reafbn.t9 be-7 
lieycy that the king b^ approved it likewife 
up6n their reprefentations, fince.he has b^eci 
j^e^fed ^o give, me th.e mod; gracious aflu-> 
rancps: of bis favor. Wh?itjbc e^^d of all 
this may be, ift the next, or in any pthfr frf- 
fjon, I k^ow not: but thi^ is the foot on 
^yhicb I havP p»t jpyfelf, an4/ on Vfhich | 
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rtand M The moment t write to yoto. th^ 
whigS may continue inveterate^ and feycow^ 
fequenGefriifti^ati his maj^fty'S g6bd;ihten-: 
tionsto\Vards'nte-s tfe« tdties may corftinw to 
rkWkt mci on Ae credit of fuch Wernidis aS 
Jihave ^^fibpd to ycjurin the couffd'.of^'ibis 
relation t neither the one nor the other fliall 
rhaki me fwerve out of thd path which 1 
have trdced to myiblf, ' :. ; 

• I HaVe now led you through thefeveral 
ftages ^hich I prbpofed fttfirfti and I Should 
do Wrong to your^gobd underftanding, as 
well a$ to^our mutual frifendftiipi if I fufpeded 
that yob could hold any other langiiskge^ro 
titc than ' that which DoLABEtLA ufes t6 
Cicero t " Satisfaflum eft jam a tt vcl of- 
^'f 'ficio vel familiaritati j fatisfa<3:uin ctfftm 
<« partibus.'* 'The king, who pardons me, 
might complain of me, the whigs might de-. 
claim againft.me, my family might reproach 
m6 'fot the little regard vvhich I hav6 (hewn 
tiifey own and* to their iiiterefts j but where 
M'3 ' -is 



Digitized by 



Google 



l66 A LETT Eft TO 

is the crime I ha¥e been guilty of 4owardf 
my party^ and towards my fjiQiids ? In 
what part of my condud will the toriet 
find an excaie for tte treatmtht which 
they bftve gireq me ? As torie?, . fttth 
as they were when I left Engl^n^ I d<fy 
them to find any» But here lies the fore» 
and, tender as it h, 1 muft lay it opeiK Thoie 
amongft them> who fait at me now^ ar« 
changed from what they were, or from what 
they profedipd thetxifelves to be, when -we 
lived and a^ed together They were torio 
then, they are jaoobites now< Their ob* 
je^ons to the coarfe of my condu^ whEft I 
was in the pretender's intereft are the pre* 
fence ) the irne reafon of their anger U, that 
I rettouoce the pretender for my lifcy When 
you were firfl driven intp this intereft^ ^^^J, 
appeal to you for the notion which the party 
had. You thought of reftoring him by the 
flrength of the tories, and of oppoiing a tory 
king to a whig king. You. took him up aa 
the ioftrument of your revenge and of your 
ambition* You looked on him as your 

creature. 
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. cattfrct and never once doubted of making 
what ternis jott (^fed with him. This i» 
fb treei that?the fame languiagis is flili held to 
Ae catecb^fflens in jacohittfin« Were the 
edotrary to be nvowed e?cA ifow» Ihe party 
in £iEigIaod would foon dimiQiQi^ I en« 
gaged on ^(;h|s principle when your orders 
fent me to Commercy, and I never afted on 
tmyother^^ This ought to have been part 
of .my merit towards the tories 3 and it would 
have been ibJf they bad continued in fh9 
fame diipditions. But they are changed^ 
and this very thing is become my crime« 
Indead of making the pretender their tool^ 
they are hte« Inftead of having in view to 
teftore him on their own terms, they are la« 
boring to do it wkhout any terms % that is, to 
fpeak properly, they are ready to receive him 
on his. Be not deceived : there is not a maa 
on this fide of the water who ads in any 
other manner* The church-of-^England ja-* 
cobite and the Iriih papift feem in every re«» 
ipe£t to have the fame caule. Thofe on 
M 4 your 
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ybtir 'fide- of'the water, whocdrto^Qd with 
fhefci are to bef'e(»»|»dhi9dedvi»:ibe fame 
dkfe': and^ frbmyheocei itis,! tfaSat?^ plamof 
raifed againftrirte' has been; •kq)d-Qp with 
fo niuch'Hndw(hf;i ^aod k' redtfobledon the 
l^aft tippe^a'Ace bf' my rHum'hMtfe, and of 

Yo^ havefeeti' alr^dy W&it r«*forifi the 
preteHde^^'artd-lM -l^i^d^t ibrti of ^pec^ple 
'who coiii|)«6fd life party |»rt,?lii»a 'to get rid 
of mc, arid "td;^bver me • to Jlfe -jitraofl^of 
their • powet with* ibfgctiji; "iF'heir !vi6ws 
were las ifhort in' this cafe; as* the}? arc in all 
• others. They difl not' fee' :ati; fitft, ' that \thi$ 
cohdudt Wduldnot only giver mt a rights but 
put hie under a rVeceffity of keeping no farihcf 
raeafiarea with them, and'of l^yiiglhewholc 
myftery of ^*th«^ 'iniquity open. * As fooh as 
they-difcoveTed tWs; th^tfy took' the only 
coyi-fe' which^ *vas left theiti, thm of poifon- 
Mig th^'f^inds of- the torie's, 'and* of creating 
futbpuejiidicesagainft me^ whilft rrcmained 
: ; * in 
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i^4bntt>Dditionnofrflqtfrj^fiaking for. m3i&felfy Ja9 
*^1ly tbfeytiap^/'|)r«v«[jrtlie j^^ of: what- 
etei t'ffi^ ^y wbenil^mtt' m !a condidoQ o£ 
^eadihg my K>Wn cim(t: • The bare sippte^ 
henfidn^ fhtff>i;(hiaU;j(lftW-the wqrld that I 
havcP'tfeen ; gbiUy »df^ vno • crimcj remjerir me 
criminaJ: tmoigHh^mtnt and they hdd 
ihemfet^ ready;, being ilnaWe to reply either 
in ^elWf of' iii&. or in point of reafen, to 
firov^n' my Vakein- die coofulion of their 



.m 



TitE only -crimeaJiaiiiguihy of I own. I 
owrttftexrioic of having: been for the pre^ 
tendeif in aivcry diferent manner ftpm thofe^ 
^icfa/wbomil ai^edki . Lferved him a$ faith* 
fully, I fervcd him as. well as thciyi but I 
ferved h'un on a different principle. ] owit 
lhe<;rimco£:ihayiy)g:renaunQ5d-him, and of 
bjiiig'rtfQly;^ never to have to do with him 
as JopgfasJ[ ^ivf • 1 own the crime of being 
de^efmifjed fooncr or later^ as foon as I can, 
to clqar..myfelf of all the unjuft afperfions 

which 
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^ich hwr^ been caft upon nacj to oii^^ 
- ceivc by my ejcperienoe ii(*many ts I cap of ^ 
i^fe tories who may liave been drawd uife» 
etror; and. to contribute, if ever. I rtturd 
borne, as far as lam able, to (vompte thft oa^ 
tional good of Britain witbont any .other tie* 
gard. Tbefe crimes do not, I bope, by this 
time appear to you to be of ^ Very Uackdye. 
You naay icome, perhaps, to think them vir- 
tues, when you liave read and coniidered 
what remains to be faid } for before ,1 co»« 
elude, it is neceflary that I open one matter 
to yott^ which 1 coukl not weave in footier 
without breaking too much the thread of my 
narration. In this place, unmingted with 
any thing elfe, it will have, a» it deferves to 
have, your whole atteittion. 

i . . ■ * 

Whoever compofed that cttriocfs piec« 
of falfe h&, falfc argument^ falfe Engtifli, 
and falfe eloquence^ the letter irom Ayig- 
non, fays, that I was not thought the mod 
proper perfon to fpia|c about religion. Icxwi- 

fcff 
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fe&t (bpvld be <^ his mind* aq4 (hwU in- 
dude his patMM m my dafcji if the pradjce 
of it was to be recommended v for furely it ia 
unpardonable impudence to impofe by pre- 
c^ what Mrc.dor m>t Kacb; by example. I 
ibbold be of jttte Came mind^ if the nature of 
idigion was to be explained, if itVmyfteri,^ 
-vMre to be fatbtimedi and if this gr^( truth 
was to be eflablUfced/ that the church of 
England has tke advantage pye; all other 
dmrcbes ill puirity of dodrine, and in wi(^ 
dk$m ofdUcfpliDe. But nothing of this kind 
was neceflaryi Tbis would have b^en the 
ttiik of reverend and learned divines. We of 
the laity had nothing more to do, than to lay 
in our claim that we cou)d never fubmit to 
be governed by a prince who was not of the 
religion of our cquntry« Such a declaration 
could hardly have. failed of fome efied to* 
wards opening the eyes and difpofing the 
mind even t>f the pretender. At leaft, in 
juftice to ouffelves, and in juftice to our 
party, we who were here "ought to have 

made 
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made it} an J the influence of it on th&pre^ 
tender ought ta have bdcbhitfthb^iijle of our 
•Aibfcquerit c6nrda^4 ' •^^''-' -'- ^^ • '-* -i 

IS thinWrig- iri tMs mafiber I uhmk po 
othcr^ifc ntfwi thart I hari always thought 
and I cannot for^f, lior yoa fieither, what 
pafled wUen, a littbi before the -death of itbe 
queen, letters were cbnVeycd frotn' the chc^ 
vaiier to fcveral f)erfon»> to myfelf among 
others. Iri the letter toln^,; the article of 
religion was fo aukwatdly ^fin41ed, that ht 
m4de the principal rrtbtive ^f the confidence 
\^e ought to have in hiifl to cenfift in- his 
firm refoliition to adhere td pdpery, ^Fbe 
efFedt which this epiftle had on me Was the 
fame which it had on thofe tories to whoM I 
communicated it at that 'time jMt made uft 
refolve to have noththg to do-wilh himii 



- .!* 



Some time after this! was aflured byTeve^ 
ral, and I make' no doubt but others have 
been fo too, that the chevalier dt the bottoni 

was 
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^a$ iK< ^jjbigotv jhat whilft her remained 
^brQ9,4;anfi:Could expei^ nofuccour, ?ithcr 
prefcnt o^ fntJ^xc Jroxn any princes but thof^of • 
t^e Ronjtan ^adiolic communion^ it was pru^ 
^ept, wl^atper he might think, to make no . 
demonftratiqn ctf a defign to change: but 
tjiat his temper was fucb, and he was aU 
ready fo difppfed, th^t we might depend oq 
bis cop[ipliai)ce with what (hould be defired 
of him^ if ever he came aniongft us, and w^s 
taken ftpm undef the wipg of the queen his 
^iother^ To ftrengthep this opinion of hi$ 
charafter, it was faid that he had fent for 
Mr, Lesley over; that he allowed him to 
felebratc the churcb.gf England, ffrvrce in 
bis family J and that he had promifed to hear 
)vhat this divipe .fliculd repr^efent on the fub-^ 
jcj^;. of,reljgion to bim.f /When I came 
abroad, thp fame things, and much more^ 
]vere at firft infipqated to me; and I began 
|Q lef ,t|^m make impreffion upqa me, not-^ 
yirithftanding what- I had fcen under hi? 
))^od, /I vwjuld willipgly flatter njyfelf^ tba; 

this 
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ihis imprefiion difpofed me ito iodine tojacch*' 
bitifm, rather than allow that the inclinadoa 
to jacobitifm difpofed me eafily to believe 
what, upon that principle, I had fo much 
feafon to <fvifli might be true. Which was 
the caufe, and which the eflfed, I cannot 
well determine : perhaps they did mutually 
occafion each other. Thus much is certaiui 
that I was far from weighing this matter as I 
ought to have done, when the folicttation of 
my friends and the perfecution of my enci- 
mtes precipitated me into engagements with 
the pretender, 

I WAS willing to take it for granted, that 
iince you were as ready to declare, as I be«* 
lieved you at that time, yoa muft have had 
entire fatisfai^ion on the article of religion* 
I was foon undeceived } this ftring had never 
been touched. My own obfervation, and 
the unanimous report of all thofe who from 
his infancy have approached the pretender's 
perfon, foon taught mc bow diSScdt it la to 

COWJO 
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«mQ to terns with him on this hca(jl, and 
how uoftfi^ to embark without them. 

Hxs rehgion is not founded on the love of 
virCut and tbfe dcteftation of vice ; on a fenfc 
of that obedience which is due to the will of 
she Sf}{^eme Being ; and a fenfc of thofe ob* 
}igati(»is wbipb creatures formed to live in « 
mutual dependancp on oncunother lie under. 
The fpring of his whole conduct is fear. 
Fear of the horns of the de?il, and of the 
flames of hell^ He has been taught to be*^ 
licve,. that nothing but a Wind fubmiflion to 
the church of Rome, and a Arid: adherence 
to all the terms of that communion, can fav^ 
him from thefe dangers. He has all the fu*^ 
perftltibn of a capochin ; but I found on him 
©o tinfture of the religion of a prince. Do 
pot in^agine that | loofe the reins to my ima^ 
gination, or that I write what my rfcfent* 
tacnts dldate ; I tell you fimply my opinion^ 
I have heard ikt fame defcription of his cha* 
w^er flitfdc by tljofe 5v>>o inow him beft| 

find 
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^nd I converfed iwith very, few wnang tbt 
Roman Catholics themfelvcs, who < did no( 
think him too much a papift, 

• NaTHiNG gave me, irom^ the beginiiing, 
fo much uneafmeis as (he con£deration b( 
this part of his charaia;^r, aad ofvtbcclittic 
fare which had:bdeo taken ta :cari:e(a:it. A 
tru^ .turn had not b^n given to the firft fl:ep$ 
which were made with him, The'toiics, 
who engaged afterwards, thre\*^ themfelveB 
as it were at his head. He had beeofufiered 
to think thati the pariy in England wa:mcd 
him as myqh as he wanted them. There 
was "no room to hope for much compliance 
oh the head of religioji, when he was in theft 
fentiments, and wh^n he tl]|ought . the' torie$ 
too far advanced to have it in their poWjer tp 
retreat; and Uule depencjaflcfi was at: any 
time to be placed on the f^-ptoife?^ Qf.a man 
capable of thinking his danoO^tJQn. attached 
to the obfervaiice, aijd. bis ik^atioa to the 
J)«aeh pf,.ttiefe yerypEptaifc?,. S«tnething, 

however 
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lK>weVer, was to be done: s^nd I thought 
that the lead which could be done was^ to 
deal plainly with him, and to (hew him the 
impofiibility of governing our nation by any 
ather expedient, than by complying with that 
which would be expedted from him as to his, 
religion. This was thought too much by 
the duke of Ormond and Mr. Leslie ; al- 
though the duke could be no more ignorant 
than the minifter, how ill the latter had been 
tifed^ how far the chevalier had been from 
keeping. the word which he had given, ^nd. 
on the faith of which Mr. Leslie had con^ 
over to himk They both knew, that he not 
only refufed to hear himfelf, but that he {bet- 
tered the ignorance of his priefls^, or the bad- 
nefs of his caufe, or both^ behind his autho- 
rity, and abfolutely forbid all difcourfe con- 
cerning religion^ The duke feemed con- 
vinced that it would be time enough to talk 
of religion to him when he (hould be re- 
'ftored> or, at fooneft, when he {h6uld be 
landed in Enjgland; that, the influence un- 
N der 
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dcr which he had lived being at a diftancc, 
the reafonablencfs of what we might propofc, 
joined to the apparent neceffity which would 
Ihen flare him in the face, could not fail to 
f>roduce 9)! the ef^dls which we could 
defire. 

To me this whole reafoning appeared fal« 
lacious. Our bufinefs was not to majke him 
^change appearance^ on this fide of the water, 
but to prepare him to give tbofr which would 
be neceflary on the other: and there w^ 
no room to hope that if we could gain no^ 
thing on his prejudices here, we (hould be 
able to overcome them in Britain. I would 
have argued juft 4s the dukcof Ormono and 
LEaiiE, if I had been a papifl; and 1 faw 
well enough that feme people about him, for 
in a great dearth of ability there was cun>- 
ning to be met with, affefted nothing more 
than to keep ofFaJl difcourfe of religion* To 
my apprehenfon it was exceeding plain that 
we (hould find, if yre were once in England, 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



SIRWILLIAM* WJLNDITAM. 179 

the necefiity of going forward at any rate 
with him ;nuch greater» than be would find^ 
that of complying with iis« I thought it an 
unpardonable fault to have taken a.formal 
engagement with him, when no previous fa- 
thfa&im had been obtained on a point,* at 
leafl as eifential to our civil as to our religious 
rights y to the peace of the ftate^ as to the 
profperi^ of the church t and I boked on 
this fault to be aggravated by every day*s 
delay* Oor filence was unfair, both to the 
chevalier^ and to our friends in England. He 
was induced by it to believe, that they would 
exadr £ar lefs frtun him, than we knew they 
expected: and they were confirmed in aa 
opinion of his docility, which we knew to be 
void of all foundation. The pretence of re- 
moving that influence, under which he had 
lived, was frivolous, and fhoOld, never bavtf 
been urged to me, who &w plainly, that, ac* 
cording to the OKafures purfued by the very 
perfons who urged it, he muft be environed 
in England by the fame people that fur- 
N 2 rounded 
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rounded him here ; and that the court of St^ 
James's would be conftituted, if ever he wa9' 
reftorcdj, in the fanoe manner as that of St« 
Gcrmains was#' 

When the draught of a dtclardtioo, and^ 
other papers which were to be difperfed in 
Great Britain, came to be fettled, it appeared 
that my apprehenfion and difttuft were but too 
well founded. The pretender took excep- 
tion againft fcveral paflages, and particularly 
againftthofe, wherein a direiSt promife of fc- 
curing the churches of England and Ireland 
was made»* He was told, be faid, that he 
could not in confcience make fuch a promife; 
and, the debate being kept up a little while, 
he afked me with fonfte warmth^ why the 
tories were fodefirous to have him, if they 
€xpe<a;ed thofe things from him which his re- 
ligion did not allow ? I Teft thefe ^draughts, 
by his order, with hia)i that he might confider 
and amend them, I cannot fay that he fent 
them to the queen to be cojreded by her 
- confeflbr 
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cbnfcffor and the reft of her council : but I 
firmly believe it. Sure I am, that he took 
time fufficient to do this; before he fent 
them from Bar, where he then was, to Paris, 
whither I was returned. When ihey were 
digefted in fuch a manner as fatisfied his ca- 
fuifts, he made tKem be printed: and my 
nam« was put to the declaration, as if the ori- 
ginal had been figned by me. 1 had hither- 
to fubmitted my opinion to the judgment of 
others; but on this occafion I took advice 
from myfelf. I declared to him, that I 
would not fufFer my name to be at the bot- 
tom of this paper. All the copies which 
came to my hands I burnt, and another was 
printed off, without any counterfigning. 

The whole tenor of the amendments was 
one continued inftance of the groffeft bigotry j 
and the moft material paiTages were turned 
with all the jefuitical prevarication imagi- 
nable. As much as it was bis intereft, at 
that tirpc, to cultivate the refpe,^ which 
N 3 mwiy 
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many of the tones really had for the memory 
of the late queen, and which many others 
afFeded as a farther mark of their oppbfitioti 
to the court, and to the whig party ; as much 
as it was his intereft to weave the honor of 
her name into his caufe, and to render her; 
even after her death, a party to thedifputej hfe 
could not be prevdied upon to give h^r that 
charader which her enemies allowed her, 
nor to make ufc of thofe expreffioris irf 
(peaking of her, which, by the general man- 
ner of their application, are come to be little 
more than terms of refpcft and word« of 
form, proper in the fiyle of public ^(k$. Foi 
inftance : 

She was called in the original draught 
•^ fais fifter of glorbus and blefled memory." 
In that which be publifhed, the epithet o§ 
** bkffed'^ was left out. Her eminent juf* 
tice and her exemplary piety Wene occa- 
fionally mentioned. In lieu of which he 
fobditutied a flat, and, in this cafe, an m*^ 
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yidioqs expreflion, *» her inclinations tp 
«' jufticc/' 

l^oT content with declaring her neitlwx 
jaft nor jmOvi* ip this world, he did little left 
than declare her damned in t,he other, ac* 
cording to the charitable principles of tb^ 
church of Rpoae. 

<< Whpn kpleafed almighty God to take 
<« her to himfelf," was the expreffion ufe4 
in fpeakiog of the death of the queen. Thi^ 
he erafed, «nd inftead thereof inserted thefe 
words : ♦♦ when it pleafed almighty Co^ to 
<« put a period to her life." 

He gr^doufly allowed tlH^ univerfities tp 
be nurferies of loyalty } bat did not think 
that it became k^m to ftyle thepi ^^ nurferiai 
q( reli^oo.** 

Since his father pa0es already for a f^nl| 

and fince reports are encopraged of soiracle^ 

H /^ which 
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which they fuppofe to be wrought at his 
tomb, he might have allowed his grand- 
father to pafs for a tpartyr: but he ftruck 
out of the draught thefe words, ^\ thatblefTed 
*« martyr who died fon his people/* which 
were applied to king Charles the JPirft, and 
would fay nothiog more of him than that 
l[ he fell a facrifice to rebellion.-* 

In the claufe which related to the churches 
of England and Ireland there was a plain 
and dire£t promife inferted of ^^effedual 
^« provifion for their fecurity; and for their 
<< re-eftablifhment in all thofe rights which 
c* belong to them.-' This qlaufe was not fuf- 
fered to (land, but another was formed, 
wherein all mention of the church of Ireland 
was omitted, and nothing was promifed to 
the church of England but the fecurity, and 
f * re-efl:abli(hmcnt of all thofe rights, privi- 
«* leges, immunities, aiSd poffeffions which 
f« belong to her,'^ and wherein he had zU 
ready promifed^ by his declaration of the 
' r twcn- 



Digitized by 



Google 



SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM. 185. 

twentieth of Juljr, to fccure and ^^prote<3t all 
«* Ker members/^ 

I NEED make na comment on a pro^ 
ceeding fo eafy to be underftood. The drift 
of thefe evafions, and of this afFe<5ted obi 
fcurity is obvious enough, at leafl it will ap-^ ' 
pear fo by the obfervations which remain to 
be made, ' 

He was fo afraid of admitting any words 
which might be conftrued into a promife of 
his confenting to thofe things, which fhould 
be found neceffary for the prefent or future 
fecurity of our conftitutioh, that in a para^ 
graph where he was made to fay, that he 
thought himfelf obliged to be folicitous for 
the profperity of the church of England, the 
word profperity was expunged ; and we 
were left by this mental refervation to guefs 
what ht was follicitous/br. It could not bp 
for her profperity ; that he had expunged. 
It TOu(l tl^prgforp be for her deftrudlion, 

which 
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which in bis language would have bccft 
flyled, her convcrfion. 

Another remarkable proof of the fame 
kind is, to be found towards the conclufioa 
of the declaration. After having fpoke of 
the peace and floriihing eftate of the king* 
dom» he was made, to expre& his readinels 
to concert with the two houfcs fuch furthei 
roeafures^ as fliould be thought neceflary for 
iecuring the fame to future generations. Tho 
defign of this paragraph you fee. He and 
bis council faw it too, and therefore the 
word "fecuring" was laid,afide, and the 
word ** leaving*' was infcrted in lieu of it. 

One would imagine, that a declaration 
corrected in this manner might have been 
fufFered to go abroad without any farther 
precaution. But thefe papers had been 
penned by proteftants ; and who could an- 
fwer that there might not be ftill ground 
fufficient from the tenor of them to infift on 
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tvety thmg neccffary for the fccurity of that 
religion ? The declaration of the twentieth 
of July had been penned by a prieft of the 
Scotch college, and the expreflions had beea 
mcafured fo as to fuit perfedly with the con- 
dud: which the chevalier intended to hold 5 
fo as to leave' room to diftinguifli him, upon 
future occafions^ with the help of a little pious 
fophiftry, out of all the engagements which 
he feenied to take in it^ This orthodox 
paper was therefore to accompany the hereti- 
cal paper into the world, and no promife of 
moment was to (land in the latter, unleft 
qualified by a reference to the former. Thai 
the church was to be fecured in the rights^ 
&c. which belong to her. How ? No 
otherwife than according to the declaration 
of the month of July. And what does that 
promife f Security and protedion to the 
members of this church in the enjoyment of 
^eir property. I make ho doubt, but B£L* 
LARMiNE, if he had been the chevalier's 
conf^iibr, would have pafled this paragraph 

thus 
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thus amended. No engagement whatever 
taken in favor of the church of Ireland, and 
a happy diftin<ftion found between fecuring 
that of England, and prote(fl;ing her meoir 
bers. Many a ufeful projedt for the de» 
ftrudtion of heretics, and for accumulating 
power and riches to the. fee of Rome, has 
been eftabliflied on a more ilender foun^ 
dation. 

The fame fpif it reigns through the whole. 
Civil and religious rights are no otberwife to 
be confirmed, than in conformity to the de^* 
claration of July ; nay the general pardon is 
reftrained and limited to the terms prefcribed 
therein, . 

This is the account which I judged too 
important to be omitted, and which I chofe 
to give you all together* I (hall furely be 
juilified at prefent in concluding, that thet 
tories are grofsly deluded in ^thieir opinion of 
this prince's cbara^cr, or elfc that they f^-f 
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triflcc all, whi<5h ought to be:eftcemed pre- 
cious and facced atnongjmcn, .t«. tH^ii; pat- 
fions. In both thefe cafes I remain ftill a , 
tory, and am true to the party* In- the fitft, 
I endeavour to undeceive you by^aa cxpc* 
rience purchafed at my expence and for yo^t 
fakes : in the fecond, I endeavour to prevail 
on you to revert to that principle from which 
we have deviated. You c never Jntended, 
whilft I lived amongft you, the ruin of your 
country j and yet every ftep, whic^ you now 
make towards the reftoration you are fo fond 
of, is a ftep towards this ruin. No man of 
ferife, well informed, can ever go into mca- 
fures for it, unlefs he thinks himfelf -and h|S 
country in fuch defperatc circumftances, that 
nothing is left them but to chufe of two ruins 
that which they like beft.^ 

. Tke exile of the royal family, unddi 
Cromwell's ufurpation,; was the princij)al 
caufe of all thofe misfortunes, in which Bii- 
taih bas;been involved, as well as of many of 
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thofc which have happened to the reft of 
Earope, during niore than half a century^ 

tnt two brothers, Chahles and James, 
became then infeded with popery to fuch 
degrees, asiheir different charadiers admitted 
of* Charles had parts ; and bis good un- 
derdanding ferved as an antidote to repel the 
pdfon. James, the fimpkft man of his 
time, drank off the whole chalice^ The 
poifon met, in bis compofition, with all the 
fear, all the credulity, and all the obiH- 
hacy of temper proper to increaie it's viru- 
lence, and to ftrengthen it's effedt. The 
firft had always a wrong biafs upon hirn : he 
connived at the eilablifhment, and indiredly 
Cdf^ibuted to the growth of that power, 
which afterwards didurbed the peace, and 
threatened the liberty of Europe fo often ; 
*ut he went no farther out o( the way. The 
oppbfition of h» parliaments, and his own 
cefleAions flopped him here. The prince 
aqd the people were indeed unituatly jealous 
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of one another, frooi whence much prefent 
dtforder flowed^ and the foundation of fii^ 
tore evib was laid : bat his good and his 
bad pridciplciS combating (hll together, he 
maintained, during a reign of more thaa 
twenty years, in feme tolerable degree, the 
authority erf the crown, and the flori(bmg 
cftate of the nation. The laft, drunk with 
fuperftitious and even enthufiailic zeal, ran 
headlong into his own ruin whilft he endea«- 
Toured to precipitate ours« His parliametvt 
and his people did all they could to fave 
themfelves by winning him. But all was 
vain : he had no principle on which they 
could take hold. Even his good qualities 
worked againO: them, and his love of his 
country went halves with his bigotry. How 
he fuccecded, we have heard from our fa- 
thers. The revolution of one thqufand fix 
hundred and cigbty-eight favcd the nation, 
and ruined the king. 

Now 
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Now the pr^eiider^s education has red^ 
dered him infinitely. left fit than his uncle> 
and at lead as^ ohfir as his father, to be king 
of Great Britain^ Add to this^ that there \i 
no refource ki his underftanding. Men of 
the beft fenfe find it hard to overcome religf*. 
otts prejudices, which are of all the ftrongeft; 
but he is a fiare to the . weakeft^ The rod 
hangs lik? the fword of Damocles over his 
head, and he trembles before his mother and 
his prieft. Whatj in the name of God, can 
any member of the church of England pro^ 
mife himfelf from fuch a character? Arc 
we by another revolution to return into jhc 
fame ftate from which we were delivered by 
the firft ? Let us take example from the Ron . 
man catholics, who ad very reafortably in 
refufing to fubmit to a proteftant prince^ 

Henry the Fourth had at leaft as good a 
title to the crojyn of France, as the preten- 
der has to ours. His religion alone flood 
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in bis way, and he had never been king if he 
had riot removed that obftacle. Shall we 
jftibmk K) a popifli prince, who will no txioTC 
imitate Henry the fbarth m changing his 
religion, than he will imitate thofe thining 
qualities which rendered him the IxmeAed; 
gendeman, the braveft captain, and the 
gre^eft prince of his age ? Allow i!ne to 
give a loofe to my pet) for a moment oa 
this (vhjcSt. Genersd benevdence, and uni**. 
verfal charity feem to be eftablifhed in the 
gofpel as the diftinguifliing badges of chrifti^.* 
anity. How it happens I cannot tell 5 but 
ia it is, that in all ages of the church the 
profefibrs of chriftianity feem to have l)eeo 
animated by a quite contrary fpirit. Whilft 
they were thinly Mattered over the World, 
tolerated in fome places, but eftabli0ied no 
where, their zeal often confumed their cha^ 
rity. Paganifm^ at that tiof^e the religion by 
law eftabliihed, was infulted by many of 
them I the ceremonies were difturbed, the 
altars thrown down. As foon as by the fa- 
' O vor 
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vor of Const ANTiNE their numbers were 
increafed, and thie reins of government were 
put into their hands, they began to etnploy 
the fecular arm, not only againft different re- 
ligions, but againft different fedts which arofe 
in their own religion. A man may boldly 
affirm, that more blood has been ihed in the 
difputes between chriflian and chriftian, than 
has ever been drawn from the whole body of 
them in the perfecutions of the heathen cm<* 
perors, and in the conquefis of the mahome* 
tan princes. From thefe they have received 
quarter, but never from one another. The 
chriflian religion is adually tolerated among 
the Mahometans, and the domes of churches 
and mofques arife in the fame city. But it 
will be hard to find an example where one 
fed of chriftians has tolerated another which 
it was in their power to extirpate. They 
have gone farther in thefe later ages : what 
was pradifed formerly has been taught fince* 
Perfecution has been reduced into fyflem, 
and the difciples of the meek and humble 

Jesus 
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jEStfs have avowed a tyranny, which the 
moft barbarous conquerors never claimed. 
The wicked fubtilty of cafuifts has edabliihed 
breach of faith with thofc who differ from 
lis, as a duty in oppofition to faith; and 
murder itfelf has been made one of the means 
of falvation. I know very well that the re- 
formed churches have been far from going 
ihofe cruel lengths, which are authorifed by 
the doArine as well as example of that of 
Rome i though Calvin put a flaming fword 
on the title of a French edition of his Infti- 
tutc, with this motto, " Je nefuis point venu 
•* mettre la paix, mais Tepee :** but I know 
likewife, that the difierence lie^ in the means, 
and not in the aim of their policy. The 
church of England, the moft humane of all 
of them, would root out every other religion, 
if it was in her pewer. She would not hang 
and burn} her meafures would be milder, 
and therefore, perhaps^ more efFedhwl. 

O z Since 
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SiNCE^then there is tbis inveterate rancor 
^mong Chrii^i^s^ can any thing be nwrc 
abAird, than for ihpfe of pne.perfuafionjq 
truft the fuprcoie power, or any part of it, tp. 
thofe of anotbf r ? Partic^lar^y, mpft it notf 
l)e reputed piadneis in thoif of qur reli^on^j 
to trufl thetp^ip;lves in the banids of RomaQ 
Catholics ? Muft it pot be reputed impt^^ 
deoce in a Rongian Catholic to isstpe^ tha^ 
we (hould ? he^ who looks upon us as. bere>^ 
tics, as men in, rebellipp againft a lawful, nayi 
a divine authority, and wbDpi it is therefore, 
iperitorious by all forts of ways to reduce tp 
ohediencOf There are qiany, I{ knoytr* a« 
mongft them, who think mpre g«nerQu%» 
and whpfe morals are not corrupted by thal^ 
which is called religion : but this is the fpirk 
ojT the prieilhood, in whole feale that ffirap.oC 
a parable, ** Compel thtm to come in,** 
which they apply /as they pkafti, putwei^ 
the whole decalogue. This will be the 
ipirit of every man who is bigot enough to be 
: . under 
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under their direOion i iM fb hiuch is fliffi« 
dent for ttiy ptefent parjxjfe. 

During yo\it laft fefl56n df f)ar1iatrient, it 
was expcdled that the whigs would attempt 
to repefti the occalional bUK The fame 
jealoufy continues : there is, perhaps, foun* 
dation for it. Give tnt leave to iafk you, 
upon what principle we argued for making 
this laW| and upon what principle you muft 
argue againft the repeal of it. I have men- 
tioned the principle in the beginning of thisi 
difcourfe. No man ought to be trufted witU 
any fhare of power under a ^vernment, 
who mtift, to 4^ confiflenfly with himfelf, 
cndeivour thd deftru6Hon of that very go- 
vernment. Shall this proportion pafs for 
true when it is applied tb keep a prefbytei^ian 
from being mayor of t corporation, and (halt 
it become falfe, when it is applied to keep a 
papift from being king ? The pi*opofition is 
equally true in both cafes ; but the argument 
drawn froto it is juft fo much ftronger in'the 
O 3 latter. 
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latter, than in the former cafe, as the mi(^ 
chiefs, whicb may refult from the power and 
influence of a king, are greater than thofe 
which can be wrought by a magiftrate ot the 
loweil order. This feems to my apprehen^ 
fion to be argumentum ad hominem, and I 
do not fee by what happy diftindlion a jaco* 
bile tory could elude the force of it. 

It may be faid, and it has been urged to 
me, that if the chevalier was reftored, the 
knowledge of his charaftcr ^*ould be our fe- 
curitys "habct foenum in cornu:*' there 
would be no pretence for trufting him, and 
by confcquence it would be eafy to put fuch 
reftriiSions on the exercifc of the regal 
power, as might hinder him from invading 
or iapping our religion and liberty. But 
. this I utterly deny. Experience has (hewn 
us how ready men are to court power and 
profit; and who can determine, how far 
either the tories or the whigs would comply, 
in order to fecure to themfelves the enjoys 

ment. 
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ment of all the places in the kingdom ? Sup- 
pofe however^ that a majority of true Ifrae- 
lites (hould be found, whom no temptation 
could oblige to bow the knee to Baal ; in 
or^er to preferve the government on one 
hand, muft they not deftroy it on the other ? 
The neceflfary reftriftions would in this cafe 
be h many, and Co important, as to l^ave 
hardly the (hadow of a monarchy, if he fub- 
mitted to them : and if he did not fubmit to 
themi thefe patriots would have no refource 
left but in rebellion. Thus, therefore, the 
affair would turn, if the pretender was re- 
ftorcd. We might, moft probably, lofe our 
religion and liberty by the bigotry of the 
prince, and the corruption of the people* 
We (hould have no chance of preferving 
them, but by an entire change c^ the whole 
frame of our government, or by another re- 
volution. What reafonablc man would vo- 
luntarily reduce himfelf to the neceflity of 
making an option among fuch melancholy 
alternatives ? . 

The 
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The beft which could be hq)ed fbr^ 
were ihc chevalier on the throne, woiild be» 
that a thread of favorable accidents, im« 
proved by the wifdom and virtue of parlia* 
ment, might keep ofFthe evil day during his 
reign. But ftill tlie fatal caufe would be 
eftablifhedi it would be entailed upon us, and 
every man would be apprised, that fixmer or 
later the fatal effed mud follow. Confider 
a little what 9 condition we (hould be in, 
both with refped to our foreign intereft, and 
our domeftic qui^t, whilft the reprieve lafted^ 
whilfl: the chevalier or his fucceflbrs made 
no dired attack upon the confiitution. 

As to the firft, it is true indeed, that prin« 
ces and ftates are friends or foes to one ano^ 
" ther, acc<»'diog as the motives of ambition 
drive them, Thefe are the firft principles of 
uoion and divifioo amongft them* The pro* 
teftant powers of Europe have joined, in ouf 
days, to fupport and aggrandife the houfe of 
Auftria, as they did, m the days of our fore- 
fathers. 
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fiidiersi to defeat her de%ns, and to reduce 
her power; and the moft Chriftian king of 
France has more than once jc^ned his coan« 
cUs, and his arms too, with the councils and 
arois of the moft Mahometan emperor of 
Conftantinople* But ftill there k^ and there 
miuft continue, as long as the influence of the 
papal authority fubfifls in Eujrope^ another 
general, permanent, and invariable divifioa 
of interefts. The powers of earth, like thofe 
of heaven, have two diftinifl motions. Each 
of them rolls in his own political orb, but 
each of them is hurried at the fame time 
round the great vortex of his religion. If 
this general notion be juft, apply it to the 
prefent cafe. Whilft a Roman Catholic 
holds the rudder, how can we expeA to be 
(leered in our proper courfe ? His polftical 
intereft will certainly incline him to dire<ffc 
our firft modon right ; but his miftaken re^ 
Hgious intereft will render him incapable of 
doing it fteadily« 
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As to the laft, our domeftic quiet ; evea^ 
wbUft the chevalier^ aod thofe of his race 
concealed their game, we fhould remain in 
die mod unhappy date which human na- 
ture is fubgeiS: to/^ ftate of doubt and fuC* 
penfe* Our prefervation would depend on 
making him the otjed: of our eternal jea- 
loufy, who, to render himfelf and his people 
happy, ought to be that of our entire confi- 
dence. 

. Whilst the pretender apd his fucceflbrt 
forbore to attack the religion and liberty of 
the nation, we (bould remain in the condi- 
tion of thofe people who labor under a broken 
conftitution, or who carry about them fome 
chronical diftcmper. They feel a little pain 
at every moment^ or a certain uneafineis, 
which is fometimes Icfs tolerable than pain, 
. hangs continually on them, and they Ian- 
gulfh in the conftant expectation of dying 
perhaps in the fevereft torture. 

BtJT 
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, But if thefearof helllhould diffipateall 
other fears in the. pretender's mind, and carry 
him, which is frequently the effed of that; 
paflion, to the moft defperate undertakings ; 
if among his fucceflbrs a man bold enough 
to make the attempt (hould arife, the condi- 
tion of the British nation would bg ftill more 
deplorable. The attempt fucceeding, we 
ihouldiall into tyranny ; for a change of re- 
ligion could never be brought about by con* 
fent; and the fame force that would be 
iufficient to enflave our confciences, would 
be fufficient for all the other purpofes of ar- 
bitrary power. The attempt failing, we 
fliould fall into anarchy ^ for there is no me- 
dium .when difputes between a prince and 
his people are arrived at a certain point ; Ijc 
muft either be fubmitted to, or depofed. 

I HAVE now laid before you even more 
than I intended to have faid when I took my 
pen ; and I am perfuaded, that if thefe pa- 
pers ever come to your hands^ they will en- 
able 
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ibl6 you to caft up the actount between 
party and me. l^ill the time of the queeifi 
deadi it ftands, I believe» even between vlU 
The tories diftinguUhed me by theif appi-oU 
batbn^ and by the credit which I had 
amongfl: them } and I endeavoured to di& 
(ingui(h myfetf in their fervice, under thd lin^ 
mediate weight of great difcouragetaent, and 
with the no very (£ftant profpe£t of gttot 
danger. Since that time the account is noe 
ib even, and I dare appeal to aiiy iiApartidI 
' pcrfort, whether my fide in Jl be that of the* 
debtor^ As to the opinion df mankind 2ii' 
general, and the judgtnei^t which pofterity 
will pafs on thefe mMers, I anfi undei^ ii& 
great concern. « Suum cuiquc decus pQ^ 
teritas rependit." 



FROMl 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ f %o u r n z ' 

E A R t. QF STAIR,, 

If II majvsttU bmbassador At Paris. 

J AIVI^E S C R A G G S junior, Efq. 
Secret LBTjfEit.* : 



VOUS. ajr^s va par ma dep^djc li^tat 
d? H ocgociat^o^, JV i prefcru 4 
]jrous parlcf, cq partici^Iier, de Box.iNGr 

• This letter, which, with feveral more private and 
£K»et letters, h>d l>een retjirned to lotd St Am hf his 
jq^^fpondem, waf con^n^icatod to^itee^i^r of fl^f 
papers, fome tii^ a^o, bjr a relation of his lorcj^ip : a^d 
it is copieihere,' exaaiy, from the orj^fnal in his own 
htnd-writing. 
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Je Tai vu chcs moi le jour aprSs Varm6t 
dc Mr. Pitt : et nous avons cu enfemblo 
une converfatioD d*une heure et demic ; dont 
la fobftancc eft, que lui, Bolindbkoke, 
rentroit, du meilleur de fon coeur, dans foQ 
devoir envers fon roi et fa patrie j et que rien 
au monde etoU capaUe de le detacher de 
cettc refolution, quand knSme fa. majc(l6 ne 
trouveroit pas k propos de lui faire graced 
Qu'il etoit ptet, di^s ce tnomeot, k s'employer 
avec moi dans ce pais-ici pour le fervice da 
roi, fi jc croyois qu'il y pouVoit 6tre utile k 
quelque chofe ; et qu'il me communiqueroit 
tout ce qui viendroit i fa connoiflance qui 
me pourroit 6tre de quelque ufage, et qu'il 
m'aideroit volontiers de toutes les lumieres 
qu'il pourroit avoir acquifes par fes habitudes 

II 'me dit, que je f^avois.bien, par fon ca^ 
raftere, quM ne faifoit pas les chofes ^ demi; 
qu'en rentrant en fon devoir il fepropofoit 

49 
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de fervir le roi et fa patrte avec zelee et avec 
affedion. Que pour cet efFet, il fe croiroif 
oblig6^ par toutes les obligations du devoir, 
de la reconnoifiance, de Thonneur et de Tin* 
terSt meme, d'informer le roi de tout ce que 
fon experience lui pourroit fuggerer d'utild 
pour le fervice de fa majefle, pour raffermiil. 
fement de la tranquillite puhlique, et pour 
pr^venir tous les projets qui fe pourront for-- 
mer en faveur de fes enncmi$, Qu^il fcroiJE 
tout ce qui dependroit de lui de faire reader 
les toris qui ont embralTe le patti du preten- 
dant dans leur devoir, en leur faifant voir 
quelle efpece d'homme le pretendant etoit ; 
et qu'ils (e trompoient $'ils croyoient qu'ils 
pourroient avoir de la furete avec lui ou pour 
)eur liberie ou pour leur religion. Que pour 
pouvoir faire cela, il etoit neceflaire, m^me 
pour le fervice du roi, que lui, Boling* 
BROKE, ne flit pas perdu de reputation, qu'il 
tit pafsit pas pour delateur. 
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It tofifta betucoup fur cet article. << Co 
^ que je propofe de f^irc, mc dit-i^.efl digoe 
••^ d'an honnetc hommc, coovaincii de iba 
•* crrcur ct louche d*uh vrai rependr j c'dl 
<< ce que je ferat bautement et ^ la fiace de 
^ Tunivers : el permetl^-moi d^ajoat»v qve 
•* c*eft un fcrvice r6cl que jc reodrai au roi ct 
^ a ma patrie. Mais de confentir a trahir 
" dc$ particulicrs, ou a r^vcfcr ce qui m'a 
^ et^ confie^ ce feroit me defhoonoror aja^ 
** mats." 

Je ne dois pas oublicr a vous dire, qa'outrc 
fon^lotgnement pour le pretendaut, il m'a 
tcxnoigne beaucoup de deptt ccmtre la France; 
ct je fuis fur qu ii me p^rbit fihceremeht. . 

Jb fcrai bicn-aife d'etre inftruit au plut6t 
touch ant les intentions du rbi a fon egard» et 
de ce que je dois lui promettre au nom de fa 
maje{l6 ; afin qu'il puifTe etre en etat de ie 
reiircr de ce'pais-ici, ou j*appr6hcnde qu'il 
ne fait pas bon pour lui. 

Pour 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO JAMES CR^AIGGS, ESQ^ 209 

Poui^ 4noi J je vous avoue franchement, 
que je aois qu'il ni'a parle dans la finc^die 
de ion CQCur ^u'il eft refolu de faire Ton 
mieux pour abattre le parti du pretendani» 
et pour le deraciner tout*a-fait fi cela dcpen- 
doit de lui : et il me paroit certain, qu'il n'y 
a perfontiequi puifTe nuire au pretendant au 
point qu'il le peut faire. 

A: LA fin de n6tre convcrfition, il mc 
fcrra la main, et me dit : " Milord, fi Ton me 
•^ fait la juftice de croire que mes profeflions 
« font finceres, plus ils menagent ma repu- 
" tation, plus ils font le fervice du roi. Si 
•* au contraire ils me foup5onnent de ne pas 
" marcher droit, ils auront raifon d cxiger 
<* de moi des conditions que j'aurai en mSme 
*< terns raifon comme un honn^te homme, 
** de refufer. Les difficultes que je fais de 
<* promettre trop, peuvent fervir de garans 
•* que je tiendrai ce a quoi je m'cngage. En 
** tout cas, le tems et ma conduite uniformc 
** convaincront tout le monde de la droiture 
P " dc 
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*^ dc mcs intentions : ct il vaut mieux atten- 
^' dre ce terns avcc patience, quelquc long 
•^ qu*il puifle etre, que d*anircr avec prcci- 
<• pitation ^ fon but en fortant du grand 
•* chemin dc Thonneur ct de la probitd." 
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Prcfcnt State of the Nation, 

Principally with regard to her 

Taxes and her Debtsj 
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ANDONTHB 

Causes and CoNSEQiJENCES of them, 

^ • 

Mihi autem non minori curae eft quails refpublica poft 
mortem meam fut^ira fit, quam quails hodie fit. 

Cic. in Lael* 

By the late Right Honorable 

H E NR r S r. J o H N, 

Lord Viscount Bolingbroke. 
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Prefent State of the Nation, 

Principally with regard to her 

Taxes and her Debtsj 

ANDONTHB 

Causes and Consequences of them. 



SINCE wc are got out of a war, the 
Icaft fuccefsful and the moft expenfive, 
that this nation ever made; after having 
taken part threefcore years together, like 
principal ai^ors, in all the other wars and all 
the negotiations of the continent ; it is time, 
furely, that we recal our attention home- 
wards, and confider the prefent (la^c of iour ^ 
P 3 own 
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own country, particularly with rcfpcft to her 
taxes and her debts; to the nature and ap- 
plication of the former, to the rife and pro- 
grefe of ther latter, to the neceifity ancf to the 
means of diminifliing both. 

The fevolation of our govermndntia 6r«> 
thouftnd fix hundred and eighty- eight makes 
a moft remarkable aeri in the^ hiftory of Bri- 
tain on many accounts, and on none more, 
than oh that which iS the fubjed of ihefe 
papers. The faiblie revenue, in net money, 
amounted, at that time, to no more, than 
two millions annually ; which were fufficient 
to defray the ordinary expences of the crown, 
as well as to maintain a fie^t^ and ^groater 
army than was ncccffary for the defence gf, 
the country at that time. This revenue watf; 
raifed without any tax on land or malt, and^ 
by a very fev^ of thofe innumerable duties 
which have been fince laid^ to the oppref-* 
fion of the landed and mercantile intereft of 
the nation. Thefe duties hare been fo mort«< 

gaged 
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g^gc4 tQft, that we arc unable, at this time^ - 
to fend a cock-boat to fea, or to keep a. 
iingle cendnel at Whitehall gate without a 
Und-tax* 

The public debts, that of the bankers 
included, amounted to little more than three 
hundred tboufand pounds at the beginning 
of this aera* They, amount now to four- 
fpprp millipnp. To difcover how this great 
qbaoge in our national circumftances has 
beeo brought about is furely an pbjca of rea- 
fonaWeg and rbay be fuch of ufcful, curiofity. 

Ki}fG William, engaged in a neceflary 
wax with Fr^ncQ as foon as he came to the • 
throne^ It was neceflary th^t he (hould 
maintain, the revolution he had made, and 
aficrt hi» right to this crown he had acquired 
by the beft of all titles> the free gift of a. 
people whom he had delivered from impend* 
iflg dfftru(9;ionj from popery and llavery. 
P 4 This 
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This war might be thought ncccflary too in 
another refpcft. 

From the treaty of Weftphalia, and from 
the pyrenean, to the acccffion of king Wil- 
1^1 AM to our throne, the power and ambi- 
tion of France had grown up together, and 
were become exorbitant. No efforts had 
beeh made fufficient to reduce^ fcarce any 
fufficient to refift, the former. No mealures 
had been concerted, no preparations had 
been made^ to difappoint the latter in that 
great object, the acquifition of the Spanifli 
monarchy to the houfe of Bourbon. From 
the revolution this alarm was taken, which 
ihould have been taken fooner. The /pirit 
of our court was changed, the eyes of our 
people were opened, and all men faw how 
neceflary it was to preferve, in concert with 
the Spaniards^ the fucceflion of their mo* 
narchy to the houfe of Auftria, inftead of 
fpfiering it to fall into that of Bourbon, which 

was 
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was excluded from it by the mod folemh 
engagements. 

Queen Anne came to the throne at the 
eve of another great war, of a war againft 
France and Spain, which her predecefibr 
was ready to undertake, though he had not 
actually declared it when he died, in order 
to procure fome reafonable fatisfadion to the 
emperor for a fucceffion, which had been 
then loft to his family by his own fault. 

King William, who engaged for (b 
much more in the firft grand alliance9 would 
engage for no more than this in the fecond. 
But the private intereft of her minifters, the 
intrigues of her allies, and the raibnefe of a 
party, drew the queen much further : and it 
muft be confefled that a Aibferviency to the 
court of Vienna, which has coft us fo dear, 
began in her time, not in king Willi am's, 
tliough her heart was, what (he declared it 
to be, entirely Engli(h» and though he was 

cenfured. 
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ccofured, I think very unjuftly, for too great 
regard to foreign interefts and tpo little for 
tbofe of Britain. 

Thb war king William waged was oot 
v^ry fuccefsful : and yet, if the emperor 
-vrouldhave consented to fend his fecond ton, 
into Spain during the lile of Chari^es the 
Second, king William wouldi h^y;e %:-. 
Gcedod In both th^ obje^s of this vfzi^. He. 
had maintained himf^lf on the; thifoni?, anfl, 
had obliged France to promife that (he would 
nflt dtfturb bin* in the^ poff^fl^on of Jt.. ^j to 
thbjQUbe;nobjedt, no.trcali^ oPpartijiQn wpjild 
have. been thought ineccflary by hias»! i« that, 
(sd9 ;, n«ithef vvouWi thi^. nation have hadr 
miy thiog mor'C^ to 4q> when th^Sfi^nifli fuc- 
ceffion was open^ thftnr;^ fu>pportv. lA^h th^ 
concurrcace of ih^i YtW^ natipru ^n ^Hf- 
teriaB. pfince, who was aitluaHy oq therfpq^ 
with, ao Auftriw: af.iny^ apd wfej^ hajd, been 
already declared pfe(unr>ptlve h^if* Thm 
wojcBtght h»jfCt h^,a defenfiye w^r tp m^ke 

with 
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V9\tk greatadnrntages/pn 007 fide ; and: thi&i 
evistiM of the bfibnfiveiwar^. which wc were: 
obliged: to make afteKwards^.il^wfudiciently' 
5fbac wbold bavr bcoD the fucCefs of the. 
adven Thecouncilsfof Vicoma laid uir wan* 
tetany if^ I" m^ fay fo, uoden great dt£idiraQ* 
tftges/;: audi king Willijim, thcrefoiDe re- 
f6lvied, lifcc')a wife prince,, to exipofe neither 
this country^ nor hia CMim^J tcr^the bard taik 
of recoiling the whole Spaoifh monarchy 
obt oCUhb hands^ oi BntLiP. He accom- 
n^a^ his (yftemi te».th6 circamilances of 
the time ; and aimed at oa* more now, than, 
to force the French anil ' Spajiiardi to come; 
iDto forae conopofition about the Auftrian 
pic^fceniions, about trade, aboat barriers, dnd.^ 
ai>out effe^al tnsansr.to biader a future. 
union of France and Spain .uflder one mo- 
narch. 

Thi8i WW all that he mean^. But they; ) 
who delighted in war becaufe they hoped td 
get imracnfely b^r ri, and they, who aniufed 

themfelvcs 
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tbemfelves and c^ers with vain fpeculationi 
about a thing very real in itfelf, about a ba- 
lance of power, enfnared both England and 
Holland into engagements for dethroning 
Philip and fetting up Charles in his 
room, though we had acknowledged the for- 
mer, though theCaftilians were ftrongly at- 
tached to him, and though he was in quiet 
poiTeffion of the Spaniih dominions in both 
hemifpheres. Flattered by groundlefs hopes 
of a revolution in favour of his rival, and 
fluihed by the firft fuccefs of our arms^^ this 
precipitate engagement was approved and 
fupported by us, notwithftanding the abfurd 
condudt of the emperor, and the wife referve 
of king William ; . both of which (hould 
have puc us more on our guard, and have 
made us lefs fanguine. 

'^ 

It is perhaps worth while to make an 
obfervation in this place, which was made at 
the tim^ we fpeak of by Spaniards, who ac- 
knowledged Philip the Fifth in compliance 

with 
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with the will of Charle$ the Second, and 
yet wei^ averfe to the influence and autho- 
rity which France affumcd over thero* Tbejr 
obferved, that Cromwell had forced dicm 
to give their infanta to Lewis the Four- 
teenth, by joining his arms with thofe of 
France againft them, and that we went about 
to force them, half a century afterwards, by 
a new war, to an abfolute dependance oix 
FranCfe. 

The court of Vienna, defirous to acquire 
the Italian dominions, and too indifferent 
about Spain and the Weft-Indies, made her 
profit of our raflinefs. She left the whole 
weight of the war on England and Holland.; 
She did worfe. She not only negleded the 
war by contributing little or nothing* to it, 
except the name of Auftria aiid the claims of 
that family ; (he facr^ificed the fuccefs of the 
common caufe, for fo it was called impro- 
perly enough by her, whenever any little in* 
ferior intcrcft, that fcemcd to be hers more 

immc* 
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4tttmcdiatcly, tame in the way.:>hfy ivMdi 
. -flie not only probngedthciwar, bet incccafcd 
the aniiual expence of it to -iBngland \aiHi 
'Holland, wkhoul taking any fbare^m this 
cxpence on hcrfelf that defcryes to be ;0iei>- 
tioncd. 

ExpERiENc ft was loft upon us. Our po- 
litical delirium continued. It grew in iboQe 
fort habitual by the artifice employed at 
home, and by t|ie viftories obtained abroad. 
The war languiflicd however ^uppn * the 
whde, notwithftanding our wtmoft efforts^ ; 
the weight of Auftria.grew every year heamr 
on us, whilft that of. Spain grew every year 
^lighter on France 5 the Spaniards were able 
to defend themielves againft us at iaft, and 
the fuccefs of our enemies in ^paln a>a4e 
them an^nds for our victories in Flanders^ 

The ^hrooement of Pttiup in/avor of 
Charles was become evidently a c^ifneri- 
cal; projcft in the year ^qbc thoufandrcven 

hundred 
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hundrcjdand ten, at the lirteft/^nd ifbecatne 
in the fc^lowiftg year^ifo ineligible, ^by the ' 
death of the emperor Jo$E*ri, to '^/rhom 
his younger brother Charles focceeded, 
that one cannot conceive the men, who da- 
iiorcd for it, ^vcn then to have? been in earn- 
eftj fince their aim, in that cafe, muft have 
been to fet the Imperial and Spanifl> Crowns 
on the fame head, againft the common in^ ' 
tereft of Europe and the fdndameMal prin- 
ciple of the war, . 

But though v^ could not comjuer Spain 
by a war, we might? have reduced the exor^- 
bitant poWer of France by a peace. We 
might have ftripped her of that Jbarrier 
wherein this exorbitant power confided 
. chiefly ; is every man, who knew what he 
ineaned when he talked of this esirorbitaiic 
power, muft have intended. Wc might 
have laid hel" as open to the incutfions of 
her neighbours, as her neighbours were to 
hers } as open as (he had been when a prince 

Casi- 
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CASiMEit, or any other general of Reitrer* 
could penetrate^ without a iiege, and fome-* 
times without a battle^ into the heart of her 
provinces. 

But we would not do the latter, becauie 
we could not do the former. We a£(ed like 
men who thought that the exorbitant power 
of one family could not be reduced, unlcfs a 
power as exorbitant was raifed in another ; 
and who never looked back to preceding 
centuries to coniider the ufurpations, the ty- 
ranny, and the bigotry that the houfe of Auf- 
tria had exercifed in the fulnefs of her power> 
and would exercise again if (be was ever re« 
ftored to the fame. 

' We were difappointed in our great politi- 
cal views,^ after two wars that had lafted 
twenty-five years with a very fliort interval 
between them. We had done our utmoft 
to defeat that fcheme of ambition France had 
opened to herfelf, and of danger to all h^r 

neigh- 
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neighbours, by the pyrencan treaty: and^ 
though this danger afFe£led us lefs than any 
. other nation engaged in the alliance, we had 
exhauded ourfelves to maintain iu 

When king William entered, immc- 
drately after the revolution, on this great 
fcene of adlion, the unincpumbered condition 
of this nation, which has been hinted at 
above, was fuch, that he might have been 
fupported.in it, by good management, as pro^*- 
fuTely as he was^ and even more efFed:ual]yi 
by the revenue then fubfifting, by a land- 
tax, by the excife on malt, and by fome ad- 
ditional fubQdies, all of which would have 
been raifcd within the year. A fcheme of 
this kind was prepared and offered* It was 
allowed to be pracSticable : but it was re- 
jeded for a reafon that appeared plaufible iri 
political refinement, and has proved moft 
pernicious in it's confcquenccs. It was faid 
that a new government, eftablilhed agalnrt 
the antient principles, and adual engage- 

Q_ ment* 
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ments of many, could not be fo.effe^hiaHy 
fecured any way, as it would be if the pri-» 
Vate fortunes of great numbers were made to 
depend on the preferration of it^ and that 
this could not be done unlefs they were in- 
duced to lend their money to the public, and 
to accept fecurities under the pfefent e(la-» 
blifhment. Thus tl^e method of funding, 
and the trade of (lock jobbing began. Thus 
were great compatiies created, the pretended 
fervants, but in many reipefks the leal mas- 
ters of every adminiftration. 

I DO not pretend to determine how far 
the wifdom of our legiflature might have 
provided, at the beginning of the new war, 
againft the growth and fpreading of that 
cancerous humor, which had begun to knaw 
our vitals in the former. All I am to obfer^e 
is, that, a moneyed intereft being firmly efta* 
bliOied by this time, and fuch numbers be* 
ing accuftomed to make immenfe profo at 
the puUic expence, there is no room to won- 

der 
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dcr if we procecdtdoh tfiefame plan dtitmg 
the reign of ijoefeft Anne. Wcdidfo: and 
the debts contratft^ hi this ^ar being added 
to thofe of the ibrniier> the wlicHe 6f our debt 
amounted to Iitt!e Ms thin fifty nbfflions* 

Having accumulated fo itnmenfe a debt, 
ll^ queen put an end to the war. $he could 
not attempt to alter the fyftem of it whilft it 
continocd, tvirtiout throwing ^e whole alli- 
ance into confa^n, after fottie of the princi* 
pal allies had deckred, on the 4^h of Jo« 
SE^H, that they wodd not confent Charles 
(hould be king of Spain as well a$ emperor^ 

The intercft of' Britain required, no 
doubt, that we fhould turn our eyes from the 
continent to our own ifland, and that we 
fhodM improve die opportunity and the ad« 
\rantage8 which a peace gare os. What« 
ever prgodices have been propagated induf^ 
trioufly againft that of Utrecht, thus much 
a4 leaft is certain : we were obBgcd no* longer* 
CL2 by 
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by treaties to aiTuipe any oiher part in the 
affairs of the ccsntinent, th^n that which the 
immediate intereft of our own country re« 
quired. The opportunity and the means of 
diminiihing taxes, reviving comaierce, and 
paying debts were open to us. . 

This pacific fcheme ought to have beta 
purfued, no dpubt, till we had retrieved (»ir 
affairs, and recovered our former ftrcngth in 
fome good degree, and till we* were prepared 
to take any part in future events, which our 
honor or intereft might require. Nay, this 
fcheme was the more neceflary to be pur- 
fued 5 if France was left too powerful, no 
matter by whofe fault, as I am ready to ad- 
mit that ihe was ; and if the two branches of 
Bourbon were to be looked upon in this cen- 
tuiy, like the two branches of Auftria iathe 
laft, as infeparable allies, united by blood and 
by joint ambition. It was the more eafy to 
be purfued too, becaufe ia iofng minority was 
beginning in Franccj and many other cir* 
, cumftances 
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camlVances'of chariifters and of fituation, ex- 
tremely favduraWe to it, concurred in that 
court and country. 

' This fliould have been the fcheme of our 
policy 5 but unhappily it was not. The late > 
king,' as eleftor of Hanover, hadreafon, no 
doubt, to defire the acquifition of Bremen 
and Verderi. Our nation contributed to it 
with her money, and forced it with her arms; 
though it was made in contradidlion to the 
engagements that thecrown of England had 
taken when king William gave his gua- 
ranty to the treaty of Travendahl. This ac-' 
qoifition became the firft link of a plitical 
chain, by which we were dragged back into 
new and expenflve broils, the confeqiiences 
whereof we feel at this hour. 

Wh^n the king acquired thefe dutchies, it 

became neceffary to procure the inveftiture 

of them : and I will fay, becaufe I can de- 

monftratc, that thefe inveftitures might have 

C^3 been 
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been procured^ aod the emperor flattered 
with the acquiiitioQ of Sicily, by, meafures as 
efFedtuat, and much more coofi^nt widi for* 
mer treaties and the public tranquillity^ than 
thofe that were taken. The houfe of Atif- 
tria facrificed the fuccefs of the war to t^e. 
immediaie . acquifition of Naples. We fa-* 
crificed aA the advantages of the peace^ ta 
procure her that of Sicily m the numner we. 
did procure it. I have heard it faid, whjld 
thefe affairs, were in tranfa(Skion, that the 
treaty of quadruple alliance would complete 
that of Utrecht. But the event has (hcwjfv 
and i^- w^s ohvious to fotefee, that one of tbefe, 
treaties, would unravel the fyftem of tbie. 
other. If we, had maintained the neutrality^ 
of Ital)t, as we were obliged to do by treaty, 
even indulging the emperor in the. acquifi- 
tion of Sicily, and yielding to the houfe of 
Savoy the eventual fucceflipns which we fti* 
pulated (bould be given to, Spain j the inten* 
tion of the treaty of Utrecht would have 
been prefervedj and France by. concurring 

io 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP T tt B If A T I O H. 23 1 

in thtfe cneafares wbuld have ihewn her fin« 
centy in mamtdniog the fettlement of Eu«* 
rope. But when (he became a party to the 
quadruple aliiance, fhe tneamid nothing 
iix)re than to give the Spanifii branch of 
Bourbon ad oppoituntty of reannexing to 
that crown the Italian dooiinbns : and we 
were grofsly her bubbks when we triumphed 
that (he entered into the quadruple alliance, 
and made a iham war to oblige Philip to 
acc&de to iu 

As long^ then, as there wi^re hopes of 
obtainiog an extraordinary inveftrture of Bre- 
men and Vcrden, we flattered the emperor 
at no finall expence. As foon as it became 
^parent that this invefiiture could be ob- 
tained in no other manner than it had been 
granted formerly , we infulted him. We im- 
puted to him defigns, he has conftantly dif« 
owMd, and vm have never proved; after 
whidi we complained of his. ingratitude, we 
ftreatened v^r, and we prepared iipr it by 
0^4 main- 
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maintaining, with great profufion, a ftandiog 
army of Hefiians in Germany. The (ame 
men, who complained^ fo lately that France 
had been left too powerful by the treaty of 
Utrecht, and that great danger would arifc 
from her clofe connexion with Spain, com- 
plained now of the too great power of the 
houfe of Auftria, and of the danger that 
would arife from a good underllanding be- 
tween the emperor and king. Philip; In 
fhort, our politics were not only variable, but 
incomprehenfible to every man who knew 
the ftate and intercft of Great BritaiUy but 
was not fo well apprifed of the feveral turns 
of intereft which were to beferved abroad. 

When our miniftcrs had once departed 
from the (Iraight line of Britiih policy, the 
difficulty of returning to it became every year, 
greater, and the inclination every year lefs. 
We continued bufy and buflJing in every 
court of Europe. We negotiated againft the- 
emperor in concert with France, and gave: 

her 
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her thereby the means of regaining rtiore of 
that credit and influence in the empire^ which 
flie had formerly had, than (he could halve 
acq[uked without our affiftance. We con- 
trived to make peace abroad almoft as 
chargeable to us as war. Abufes of every 
kind were fufFered at hoihe. Trade wait 
neither eafed nor encouraged ; and the gra<« 
dual payment of our dobt was utterly ne- 
gle<3:^ by a minifter rather defirous to keep 
his country under this bppreffion, than igno- 
rant of the means to deliver her from it. 
Whijft "Wc aded in this manner^ France 
grew frugal, (he made the debts (he leould 
not pay fit more lightfy on her, (he rai(ed 
her credit, and (he extended her commerce. 
In (hort, her ftreogth increafed, and ours di- 
miniO^ed. We were reduced to a date of 
weaknfefs we had never felt before ; and this 
very w^koe(s was urged as a reafon for 
bearing taniely the lo^s our merchants 
fuftained, and all the affronts our govern- 
ment received^ left we (hould be drawn into 

a war 
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a war by ufing reprf&k^ the comdicm rigbii 
of nations. 

As tame as we were^ the infole^ce d tho 
Sp^iltards, the reafontble impatience of our 
mo'chants, and this very tamenefs of our go^" 
Tcmment^ made a fta-war unavoidabk, juft 
before the death of the enfiperor CHARtsat 
the Sixth ;. whkh event brought the frinci-* 
pBk powers of Europe into the fidc^ fee the 
whole oontioent in rflame^ and fovmed osie; 
of thofe conjundores, wl^retn bur honor 
and intereft may oblige us to take « part» and 
for which therefore wc iiioutd alwaya be 
prepared^ 

We ^♦ere in nadegrde ib prepared^ gftw 
fist bt (even and twenty years of peace: add* 
yeii When we took a part^ vire took the dioftr 
lavi(h and the moft impoUtic that meijco^ild* 
take. It was ^ miferible part hgrfea at fic^ 
and through' the* whole courfe of the' war by. 
land, I ihair recall ndther vtbat we did^^ 

nor 
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Q0r YfhM ^e negledcd to do ; md I wi(bt. 
fpr the honor of my ccuntry, that the whole 
may be buried in oblivion. . Thus much 
ooly it k to eiy parpofe tch ohfervc* Firft, 
that our councils Teemed to be the echoes of* 
tlMfe freerbooter^, Trenck and Mentzbl, 
who tallied of nothing lets than conquering 
&e two Alfatislis and ^e three bi(hoprics» 
and of laying Champagne wafie, whilfl: all 
our ofi^ndve proje^s onr the Rhine were 
daBy difappeinted : and fecondly, that we 
declififd all overtures of peace^ when ^ 
feac of the vfrar was trafwferred, with great 
advaSntagd to France, from Germany to tho; 
Netherlands, where we refolvcd to wage il; 
whethfer the Dutch would or no, and where 
we were beat o» every fpot on which my 
lord Maal«orough had conquered, 

EvgRY defeat ia this war> lik« eyery tri- 
umph in the laft> became a reafon fQr con- 
tiaiiung it : and this dMBagemtrnt^ when no 
avowable leaibfi cotild bb given for it^ gave 

fufpicious 



Digitized by 



Google 



236 OFT IT-B' S T A't fi ^ 

fufpicious and refining perfon$ occafion to 
throw out a great deal of dander : for fucbi 
I hope, it was. In (hort, whatever the rca- 
fons were, we continued this inaufpicious 
war fo long, and we pufhed it fo far beyond 
our ftrength, that we were within a few 
months of bankruptcy, when the French 
granted us^^ miraculoufly, the fame terms 
that they would have granted two or three 
years before ; and when they n^gbt hav© 
marched without touch troubk^scfr oppbfi- 
tion, after taking Maeftricht, into the heart 
of the Seven Provinces: for'otfr laft refoiifce, 
a mufcovite army, was too far off to have 
enabled ours to make a Aand/ c ^ 

^ By making the war in the Low Countries 
almoft * wholly at our own expence, ^nd 
without any profped of fuccefs, we meaned 
to caufe fuch a diverfion to the forces of 
France, as might leave Germany nothing to 
fear on the Rhine, ^ and as might give tkae 
and oppoHunity tp the emprefs queen to drive 

the 
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the French and Spaniards out c^ Lombardy^ 
We facrificed ourfelvcs for thefe purpofcs: 
but in this war, as in the lad, the court of 
•Vienna facrificed nothing. From the time 
the French had been obKgcd, more by the 
ficknefs of their troops and the ill condud: of 
their generals, than by the force of her arms, 
to abandon Germany, the emprcfs queen 
feemed to make war jud as it foited her con- 
veni^ncy, to fave all the ex pence Ihe could in 
the Netherlands, to plunder all (he could in 
Italy, and to make U5 pay the whole im- 
mcnfe fubfidies which we gave her for both. 

In the Netherlands we were outnumbered 
vaftly by the deficiencies of her quotas : ^nd 
in Italy, where we had thrown the Genoefe 
into the arms of France and Spain, with great 
apd juft indignation againft us for the treaty 
we had midc at Worms, and had, however, 
obliged them to fubmit after the battle of 
Placentia, we loft the whole advantage of it 
by the^ infatiable avarice and extreme bruta- 
lity 
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Uty bf the Av^rians. Yet we continued ouf 
efforts on that iide dill ; and the (ham iiege 
of Genoa, for it was no more, and the barm* 
lefs invafions of Provence and Dauphiny had ' 
oo other meaning, than to amufe and impofe 
on U8 in the e^cefs of our ^eaU 

Our expcnces in every part of this ftrangc 
war, particularly in the Netherlands, were 
ipade without meafure, becaule without con- 
trol;, as they will be foon convinced who 
look into the artillery, forage, hofpiial, add 
Qther contingent accounts^ The parliament 
tary aids from the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and forty exclufivcly, to the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty-eight 
inclufively, amount to fifty-five millions five 
hundred twenty two thoufand nine hundred 
fifty-nine pounds fixteen (hillings and three* 
pence, and the new debt we have contraded 
to more than thirty millions y which are near 
twenty millions more of debt than France 
has contracted in the fame time : a fa m that 

will 
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wiH ap$)e9r bprfdil^le to future g^n^rations^ 
laod is fo «lnioft to (be prefent. There arc 
three reflections to be mude on ibis fiate, 
which muft iadd to our aftoniflicoeot. Fkft, 
that the greateil p^rt of this vaft expefice baa 
t^een granted oa account of tbe war, cfaiefiy 
iince there remained no reafon for cootinuiog 
it ; that is, fince \tc tioie when it was in our 
power to have a peace at leaft as good as tha| 
we b^ve now obtaiaed ^ and I pkce this aera 
BO higher than the year one thoufand feven 
Jiqndred and forty-fcvcn ipclufively^ though 
I oaigbt place it higher, perhaps^ on very 
good ground$« Secondly, that the debt cqn-* 
traded in it exceeds by niuch th^t of king 
William's, or that of^ queen Anvb's war j 
though both of them were much longer, and 
tbe laft not only more widely fpread, but 
carried into countries, the diftance of which 
|ind many other circuaiftances increafed 
every article of our expence extraordinarily. 
Thirdly, That we have thrown, by our ne,- 
gotiations and by the late war, into the hands 

of 
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of the houfe of Bourbon much more domU 
nion in Italy^ than would have induced the 
French at Gertruydenberg to have recalled 
pHiLiK and to have given up Spain and the 
Indies 5 which they were ready to do at thofc 
conferences, as Buys and Vandbrdussen 
acquainted the miniilers of the allies/ iii 
making one of their reports to that affembly. 

Bad as our condition is, let us not defpair. 
Not to defpair of the commonwealth, what- 
evcV her condition be, is the principle of a 
true patriot, that is, of a faithful Xervant to 
his prince and country : and we may find an 
example to this purpofe, which dcfervcs to 
be quoted, in a J)ook that is in the hands of 
moft people, and that, I hope, is not unread 
at court, I mean the duke of Sully*s Me- 
moirs. In them we find that Henry the 
Fourth turned his whole application jo every 
thing, th^t might be ufeful or even conveni- 
ent to his kingdom, without fuffering things 
that happened out of it to pafs unobferved by 

him. 
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hJm, as (bon as he had put an end to the 
civil wars of France^ and had concluded a 
peace With Spain at Vervins. Is there a 
man, cither prince or fubjed, who can read, 
without the moft elevated and the nioft ten- 
der • fcntiments^ the ladguage he held to 
Sully at this time, when he thought him- 
fclf dying of a great illnefs be had at Mon- 
ccaux ? ** My friend !" faid he, ^^ I have 
no fear of de^th, ** You, who have fcen 
*^ me expofe my life fo often, when I might 
'* fo eafily have kept out of danger, know 
** this better than any man. But I mdft 
** confefs that I am unwillidg to die, before 
•* I have raifed this kingdom to the fplendor 
^* I have propofed to myfelf j and before I 
** have (hewn my people that I love them 
** like my children, by difcharging them 
<« from a part of the taxes that have been 
** laid on them, and by governing them 
*' with gentlenefs/' 

R The 
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The ftate of France was then even worfe 
than the (late of Great Britain is now : the 
debts a5 heavy, many of the provinces en- 
tirely exhaufted, and none of them in a con- 
dition of bearing any new impofition. The 
(landing revenues brought into the king's 
coffers no more than thirty millions, though 
an hundred 9nd fifty millions were raifed oh 
the people > fo great were the abufes of thait 
government in raifing of money : and they 
were not lefs in the difpenfation of it. The 
whole fcheme of the adminiftration was a 
fcheme of fraud, and all who ferved, cheated 
the public, from the higheft offices down to 
the loweft, from the commiffioners * of the 
treafury down to the under-farmers and 
the under-treafurers. Sully beheld this 
i1;ate of things, when he came to have the 
fole fuperintendency of affairs, with hor- 
ror. He was ready to defpair :- but he 
did not defpair. Zeal for his matter, zeal 

for his country, and this very ftate feem- 

ingly 
* Con&illiers dans le confeil des finances. 
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lihd the noblcft thougbtj that ever entered 
itiia the mitid of a ttoiwifterj entered into his. 
He refokcd to make^ and he itoade-, the re- 
formation of abufcs^ the redudion of e\pcn- 
ces, at^d a frugal 'management^ the finfeing 
fond for the payment of national debts> and 
Ihe fuffioicnt fund for all the gred* things be 
intended to do^ wilfhout overcharging the 
.people. 

J3b ft^cceeded in alK The pcopVe were 
-immedieitely eafed, tfade retrivedj the king's 
coffers were filkd^ a maritime power was 
created^ and every thing necfifiary was pre- 
pared to put the nation m^ condition of exe* 
cubing great defigns whenever gl-eat con- 
jundlufes ftiould offer themfelves^ Such was 
the tSc& of twelve years of wife and honeft 
^Klminiftration t and this tSc& would have 
•fbewed itfelf in grc^t enterprifes agaiaft the 
hoiife of Auftria, more formidable in thofe 
days than the honfe of Bourbon has been in 
R a ours. 
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ours, if Henry the Fourth had not been ftab- 
bed by one of tbofe afTafiins, into whoie hands 
the intereft of this houfe, and the frenzy of 
religion, had put the dagger more than once. 

When we confider, in thefe memorials^ 
and in others which are come down to us^ 
the deplorable condition to which France 
was reduced at the end of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, we feel fome of that horror which Sul- 
ly himfelf felt; and are ready to confefs, 

,that the ruin of that kingdom, bankruptcy, 
and confufion, muft have foUpwed, if the op- 
portunity, which this peaceful conjunfture 
gave, had hot been improved immediately, 
and as wifely, and as vigoroufly as it was« 
Shall we not fee our own deplorable condi- 
tion, and the neceffary confequences of it, in 
the fame light ? Shall we not be much more 
ftrongly afFedted by them. Are we not as 
near to bankruptcy, as the French natioi> 
was at that time, and much more fo than 

. they are at this time ? May not confufion 

folfow 
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follow it hei^e, as well as there ? And 
finally, may not the joint ambition of two 
branches of Bourbon, in fome future con- 
jundlure, produce efFeds ' as fatal, and much 
more fo to us, if we continue in our prefent 
ftate of impotence till fuch a conjun<!ture 
happens, as were to be feared by France, at 
the time we fpeak of, from the joint ambi- 
tion of two branches of Auftria ? In (hort, 
we have much to apprehend, unlefs we have 
the courage and the virtue to probe our do- 
meflic wounds to the bottom, apd to ipply 
immediately not palliative, but the moft fpe- 
cific remedies. If we do this ; inftead of 
fearing others, we may become once more 
formidable ourfelves. But this is certain, 
' that they, who get firft out of a diftrefs com- 
mon to us and to our neighbours^ will give 
the law to the reft. 

It may be faid, that we have no Sullies 
among us, I (hall not take on me to deter- 
mine whether we have or no. But I will 
R 3 venture 
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venture to f^y, after SaxLY hiaifdf, that ak 
though good princes msry be wanting to good 
minifters; yet good minifters ^ill JKvef :^ 
wanting to a prince, who has difcernnoent 
enough to find them^ who d^ufes thecn for 
their fuperior parts, cj^pcriciiiCea atnd inte^ 
grity ; and who reifolves to fupport them, as 
Henry the Fourth fupported Sully, againft 
favourite .miftreflcs,^ the cabals of the court, 
and the factions of the ftate. 

It may be faid agaio, that a l^ing of 
France has power enough by theconftitMUoa 
of that government to fijpport a minister who, 
checks corruption, reforms abufes, and mfiia-* 
tains, a frugal management of the public re-* 
venue. But it may b§ aiked, ho,w a oainif*- 
ter^ who fliould undertake this, could, be 
Supported in a government like ours, where 
he would be fure to have for his enemies all 
thofe, who have (hared fo long the public 
fpoils, or who hope to Oiaic them, and where 
thefe enemies would have the means and op-? 

portunities 
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Ijortirnities of {qpplaming him, Bptwithft^ncJ-, 
iQg the proteiSt^n of bis niAftcr ? I anfwer, bjr 
tl?e parliament* ^pvjr oiany minifters have 
t|^frc been, tp whom much natioaal mifrhief 
was imputed juftly,, and no one nayonal 
gpod could be afcribed, and who were long 
foppprted by tfje favour of the crown, and 
by tfie concurrence of the two houfes, which 
t^ f^vor and their , ovyn manageipent pro- 
cured them ? Shall thefe fuppprts be fuffici- 
ent for a wicked or a weak miniiQe^^ a^id ^lall 
iaip^ence gnd ability, v^it^b ^^e farne ^vor 
^lyl be^ej pf^ap^emprtt, hp rgqkQacd fpr 
qptbingf I canooj think fp ill, even pf the 
grqfept ag?, ias ^^en^r^te as it js. It is dc- 
gQQ^rate no 4Qjubt; but T have heard fiien 
i;p3iplain of this ^egenerpcy, who pfpflwtjsi^ 
i$ ftrft, and fought their exwfe m H after* 
watds, * 

:Th^b delegated power of a miniiler, under 

Acl^al prerogatives of the crown, is fuffi- 

dent ^o parry on a fyflcm of reformation 

R 4 and 
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and frugality in the ordinary courfe of things* 
if the minifter really intends it : and when-« ^ 
ever extraordinary powers are wanting for- 
cxtraordinary operations, as they 'muft be in' 
fuch a ftate as ours, they will be effedual, if 
granted; and if refufcd, they who refufo 
them, not the minifter, will fufFer by the re* 
fufal, and be anfwerable to the nation for it^ 
The moneyed man may continue to enjoy 
a little more revenue by this refufal : but his 
fortune wHl be more precarious, and more 
liable to fom'e future revcrfe. The merchant 
will continue to trade, the landed man to 
plow and fow, without even a profpcft of 
being relieved from their fervitude, not for 
the honeft creditors alone, but for ufurers 
and ftock-jobbers, for ihofe leeches who fill 
themfelves continually with the blobd of the 
nation, and never ceafe to fuck it. The na« 
tion in the mean time will be reduced to the 
Utmoft povcrtjr: and it behoves thofe parti- 
cularly, who have brought us fo near it, to 
(hew that this was not their et^eft, by con-?; 

curring 
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curring zcaloufly with thofc, who have ufed^ 
and will continue to life their befl endeavours 
to prevent it. 

The difficulties we have to ftruggle with 
would not be fo great as they are, notwith** 
{landing the immenfe profufion to which the 
late war gave occafion and pretence 5 if we 
did not feel in this inftance, as we feel in 
others, the fatal confequences of a precedent 
adttiiniftration. The payment of our debts 
might have been eafily provided for in thar 
time : nay, fourteen years, which are little 
more than two thirds of it, would have been 
fufficient to reduce them to twenty millions. 
If this had been done, the memory of the 
perfon, who was at the head of that admini- 
ftration, and had the fole power of it, might 
have deferved honour. 

"' Let us nourilh in ourfelves, and cultivate 
in others, fentiments more elevated than 
thefe, and more worthy of the Britifh ge- 
nius. 
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nius. The grcf^tcr pur tmtional (iiftf ds and 
danger are, the greater (hould tl>e efforts be 
of every particular man to relieve hi$ country 
from one, and thereby to guard it againfl: the 
qdser. We are in a crifis that muf^ |ufn ejtfier 
tp l^fe pr death, and that cannot tyrq to the 
former unlefs remedies are applied mucl^ 
more efFe<^ual than thoTe of mountebanks, 
^bq fi^ud their account in palliating evils and 
in projlongipg difeafes. To palliate ai^d tf? F^ 
IpOjg vififi^d be, in ow ca% to ^11^ or to da 
Ibmething worfe thap kill^ ^o hte^ Q^t con-. 
fi^V^ioji;i entirely, to render an accidental ill«» 
i^efe habitiiail andincurable. ^ 

O^ pr two fbillin^s ip t|ie pwiwl, it is 
fjndj will be leflenied l^i^ year ijpqn Ij^qd j 
and whatever is wjiiijing fgt t;bp pujrrec^ fgr- 
vice, over and above t^c tvifp (hjVingp J^lwiit 
remain, and' the malt^ will be borrowed on 
thc/rn^t of U^e finking-fun4 f»^ ^hrfe per 
<;enf. The bait will be tempting; j^t (9 
mujft every diminution of taxes be to thofc 

who 
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wbo have crouchecjl fo iopg lancier tbo weighs 
pf fp many. But J ?nay ventij^c to fay, that 
it will be ng^ more ^bap a bait 5 and that 
they, who fwallow it, will have reafon tg 
repent of their rafhnefs, when they find, as 
they- wijl fiod very prgfeably, that the natural 
efFe(3: of fuch pipafures„ rQuft jprev^ojt tbfi dif- 
charge qS ^joy Qonfx^fMp part of pur debt, 
except in a t^roi ofyear? much longer thaiji 
the prolperity ^nd eyeo ^e fefely pf owr gp- 
i?ernipe;it adnaits, 

J SAY the fafety, as well as tbcpjolpc- 
rlty ,; a^d forn« ^feflcajpds very plaio and obr 
vious^ though made by few, willjuftify mc 
for faying fo. As to the fir ft, trade gave u^ 
wealth, wealth gave us posver, jjqd ppwer 
f aifed pur ifland tp bp, at one tkjij?, a matcti 
for F;aj)cc. If we defire tojetura into the 
.fame ftate, vsic muft retpr^ by the fame ft<fp 
wbicjb r^ij(ed us to it : and he^ who (bould 
make a fchcmc fpir the p^n^cnt of our debts, 
without ^ pt inapal negard to tbc improve- 
ment 
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mcnt of our trade, would make a very filly 
fcheme. But it would be juft as filly, to 
make a fcheme for both in fuch a manner, 
as would render neither pradicaWe, 

The neceffity of diminifliing taxes, in or- 
der to improve our trade, becomes a good 
reafon, not for the ftrange purpofe to^which 
it is applied by fome, but for battening all 
the operations neceflary to fink our debts, in 
order to haften that diminution bf ' taxes', 
which will become pradlicable when a part 
of our debt is funk; arid "which will facilitate 
extremely the difcharge of the reft. 'The 
truth is, that if we defer thefe bperatiohs top 
long, wef may be never able to perform: them 
with equal advantage, nor, by keeping pace 
with our neighbours, to renew our ftrength 
as faft, as they are intent to rehew theirs. 
Our neighbours have fufFered by iPormer 
wars, and have been 'exhaufted by the laft, 
ias well, though, I apprehend, not fo much, 
as we. France, for inftance, has contraded 

in 
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in the late war no more than one third of 
the additional debt we h^ve contraded in it, 
as I believe on very good authority : and (he 
has been able to aflign funds, which pay the 
intereft of this debt regularly, and fink yearly 
a part of the principal. I am not fo well ap- 
prifed of the adual (late of Spain. But the 
treafures of the Weft Indies are poured into 
her daily ; and as (he has been long reco* 
vered, or recovering, from herantient indo- 
lence and ignorance, (he feems to apply her- 
felf to the augmentation of her maritime 
force, to the improvement of her trade, and 
even to that of domeftic manufactures. In 
a word, what has been faid before may be 
repeated here : they, who get fooneft out of 
the prefent common diftrefs, will give the 
law to others, or be at leaft in a condition of 
not receiving it from any one. 

As to national fafety, we (hall do well to 
obferve how much the fyftem of dominion 
and power in Europe is lefs favorable at pre- 

fcnt 
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fenft to oar political intcrefts and views, tTiaft 
it was when we undertook to mend it* -Spain 
was falling, but not fallen into the hands of 
Finance, at the beginning of this century : and 
though the Spanifli nation, as well as court, 
. gave their monarchy afterwards to a prince 
of the hoUfe of Bourbon, that they might 
prevent [the difmemberment of it j yet they 
wer6 averie enough, by Icing habits of hdflr- 
lity, to a French goverrtment. Fortune an3 
weTiave done fo well at la'ft, that thefe two 
nations are ndW^ dofely united by intefefl 
and by habit, and that Spain is therefore 
more than ever eftranged from us : the proofs 
of which are not only recent, but, Tfcar, 
adlual. 

The frontier of France has been the ^reat 
fupport of her exorbitant power, as, wife rtich 
forefaw fourfcore years ago, when Lewis the 
Fourteenth began to raife that wall of brafs 
which reaches from the Alps to the Ocean, 
that it would become. This frontier is now 

more 
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more cdmpaCl than eVer by the <d(^ifitioh of 
LoraJn. The traiJchts of the houfe of Bour- 
bon have faken root in Italy iais Wdl as in 
Spain. Frartce has karned by experience 
to raife and lo maintain her credit, and to 
extend her dommerce, for the protedibn and 
fupport whereof /he feems more attentive 
than ever to increafc her ftrength by fea : a 
ftrdhgth (he will always exert With great ad- 
vantage over us in fomc refpcfts, I me^n in 
'^hofe of order, frugal management, and 
ftridt difciplirie. 

The whble empire, except Bavaria and 
tolbgo, was attached to us by inclination, as 
well as intereft, in the war 'which began 
with this century. It is much otherwife 
tiow : and vi^e may fay, 1 fear, too truly, that 
the influence of Prance in Germany is little 
inferibr to what It was whilft the league of 
the Rhine fubfifted. 

The 
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Th^ Dutch commonwealth, our beft 
allyj and in fome fort a barrier to Great Bri« 
(ain, is in a (late of diffolution ; and has not, . 
cither without, or within bcrfelf, thofe means 
of recovery by conjundarc and by character, 
that (he has had on Several occafions from 
the time her government was fir ft formed. 

This fliort ftate may ferve to ftiew how 
difficult it will be, till we have paid a good 
part of our debt, and reflored our country in 
feme meafure to her former wealth and 
power, to maintain the dignity of Great Bri* 
tain, to make her rf fpedted abroad, and fe« 
cure from injuries, or even affronts, on the 
part of her neighbours. This may appear 
eafy, for aught I know, to fome men. But, 
fure I am, it would appear difficult to Bur- 
leigh and Walsingham, if they were to 
rife from the dead } notwithftanding the fuc- 
cefs they had in queen Elizabeth's reign 
by doing much at little expence, and by 

employ- 
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tmploytrtg management much more thun 
force. 

These tefledions/ and fuch as they fog-^ 
geft nattrrafly to the mind, make it evident, 
that the fatirrc profperity and fafcty of this 
eotmtry depend on the fpcedy diminution of 
CUT national debts* Nothing elfe can fecure 
Us cffe<ftuaHy againft contingent events that 
may be of fatal conlequence to both* Re^ 
cent experience has (hevvn how unfit we are 
become in every relpefl:, except the courage 
of our common feamen and foldiers> to en- 
gage in war. We (hall not therefore, t fup. 
pofe, provoke it cafily, or foon. But war 
may be brougf4t upon us> though we fliould 
not provoke it, nor go to the continent to 
feek it. Nay, we may be reduced to the 
melancholy dilemma of i^creafing our an- 
nual expence to affert our rights, to protect 
our trade, and to maintain our dignity ; or of 
fitting tamely down and facrificing them all. 
S I think 
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I think, nay I hope, that we (hould not da 
the lad : and yet we (hould have much 
greater difficulties to ftruggle with in our 
prefent fituation, than we had in the former, 
great as they were, if we attempted to do 
what was then fo (hamefully negleded. We 
cannot increafe our expences now» nor (hall 
we be able to do fo till fome part of our na- 
tional debt be difcharged, without mort-» 
gaging on the remainder of the finking fund; 
which would foon take away all hope of ever 
paying any part of this debt, and leave us 
nothing to mortgage but our land and our 
malt : whereas if a confiderable part of this 
debt was difcharged before any new war 
broke out, or we were reduced to any fuch 
dilemma as I have mentioned, we (hould find 
ourfelves, whilft it laftcd, in a much better 
condition of defence or offence, and we might 
be able, as foon as it was over, to refume the 
fame operations, and to proceed in our great 
dbmeftic concern. 

These 
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These confiderations will have great 
weight with men, who are able to combine 
all that Ts to be combined on fuch an impor- 
tant occafion, and, by refleding on the part, 
and by obferving the prefent, to judge of the 
future. The only effciSual, and therefore 
neceflary, remedies may appear violent, even 
to them : but they will confider, and every 
man ought to confider, that if we cannot 
bear our diftemper, and will not bear our 
cure, the political body muft perifh. This 
miferable ftate will create juftly the indigna- 
tion of mankind. But this indignation (liould 
turn againft thpfe who have brought us into 
it, not againft thofe who would deliver us 
from it. This is the language of reafon dic- 
tated by public fpirit : but -private intereft 
and narrow views v/ill didlate another. 

The moneyed men will complain loudly 

that they arc expofed to perpetual redudions 

of intereft, which have ferved to no other 

purpofe, than to nourifh the profuQon of 

15 2 fuc- 
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fuccefiivc adminiftrAtions : and, if this wad 
to continuei their complaints would be juft, 
and the hardihips impofed upon them intor 
lerable. It is, therefore, juft that neither 
they (hould confent to this new redudtiod of 
intereft, which may be called a new tax upoa 
them, nor the landed men to the continur 
ance of that old and heavy tax on land, un» 
lefs they have the utmoft fecurity that the 
whole (hall be applied to it's proper ufe. 
There will be dill complaints i and we (hall 
hear the melancholy condition, to which the 
widow and the orphan, whofe fmall but fole 
fortunes are in the funds, will be reduced, 
moft pathetically difplaycd. The anfwer 
will be, however, obvious. If the widow 
and the orphan, who have their eftates in 
money, fufFer by the reduftion of injtereft ; 
the widow and the orphan, who have their 
eftates in land, will fuffer by' the continu- 
ance of the tax upon it : and both one an^ 
the other nauft take their fliare in the com- 
mon calamity of their country. 

But 
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Bat the truth is^ that the feeble voice of 
the wklow and the orphan will be little 
beard. The great din will be raifed by^ 
ftcxkrjbbbcrs and ufiirers^ by the principal 
men in our great companies, who, born to 
ferve and to obey, have been bred to oom- 
mand even government itfelf. Thcfe men< 
will roar aloud, and endeavour, by filent 
intrigue, as well as by noife, to obftru^l: 
every meafure that tends to emancipate go- 
vernment out of their hands, to make the 
escchequer, what it ought to be, the great 
fpring of public credit, and the gr^at fcene 
of all traniadions relative to public receipts 
and payments. 

Let thefe men learn therefore to fubmit, 
and to reafon, as old Bateman did, when 
the redudion of intereft was agreed to in 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventeen. He told my Lord Stanhope, 
he was glad this refolution had been taken j 
becaufe, though his intercft diminiflied, he 
S 3 ftiould 
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ihould think bis prindpal more fecure than 
ever. On the whole, complaints from this . 
quarter will make littk imprefiion on a mU 
niiler, who knows, that though fuch men^ 
have been employed wiiilft new debts were 
to be contradled every year, and the public, 
like an extravagant fpendtbrift, wasobliged ta 
deal with ufurers on their own terms ; yet they 
are not to be confulted when debts are to be 
paid, and the public to be taken out of their 
hands ; who knows, in fhort, that his arms 
are longer than theirs, and makes them feel 
that he will keep, or not keep, meafures 
with them according to their behaviour ^ 
who purines fteadily the wife and honed 
defign of rendering his own and every future 
adminidration independent of them. 

Much oppofition will arifi? from two 
other quarters, the country and the court; 
in which I (hould apprehend that the leaft 
plaufible might be the moft fuccefsful. 
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The landed man will think it hard, that 
he is not fuffcred to enjoy a little eafe after 
having borne the burthen and heat of the * 
day during a long courfe of expenfive peace 
and of ruinous war. All that can be faid, to 
perfuade him that an immediate diminution^ 
of the land-tax is contrary to his inlereft^: 
will pafs for deception and paradox. He' 
will be apt to reafon like his country te-' 
i^ants, who are always frightened at an im- 
mediate expence, though remote and yet 
great profit muft be the certain confequence 
of it. Let fuch a man look back then, and 
take his leflbn from what is paft. He will 
find that, whilft he winked at profufion be-^ 
caufe he was flattered by abatements on the* 
land-tax, debts were conttzGttd that have 
coft him much more, than the continuance 
of that tax would have coft him. If we 
look back to the firft ten years of his prefent 
Majefty's reign, we fliall find this very re- 
markably verified. Let the fame man, after 
he has looked back, look forward again. 
S 4 He 
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He will fee, that as any diminution of the 
land-tax to be fupplied out of the prodnco 
of the (inking fund, or by borrowing even 
at three per cent, on the credit of it, mud 
prevent, or retard, which may be equiva- 
lent to preventing, the difcharge of any con- 
fiderablc part of our debt j fo he wifl coijti- 
nue expofed to have the whole tax laid anew^ 
on the firft occ^on either real or pretended*, 
He may find himfelf, after a little refpite, 
under the load of the fame tax, and of ar^ 
increafed debt : and this may be ajl he will 
get by refufing td bear a little longer, fcMr 
his own fake, and for an important obje€t:» 
what he has borne feveral years for the^ fake 
of others, and for the lupport of a moft un- 
fuccefsful war ; for fuch it may be reckoned, 
after the French were beat at Dettinghen. 

On ihe otho' fide, if he is wife: enough 
to defire that the four (hillings in the pound 
be continued for a few years, he will have 
hi6 (hare in the conunon benefits of diminifh- 

ing 
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iRg p»bl^ 4«btti Iqcrea^H^g fn^^Wc credit, 
ipprovipg. tjacki jg»d reftoriflg nsitian^J prof- 
p^fity^ He rpAy: entertain the comf of tabic 
ly>pe of ztitr\f^ when he, of his pofterity, 
M?H1 have aa Diefid of opDfciHiBg to any tax 
at all on land in time of peace ; fince the an^ 
nual produce of other funds will be fooner or 
latpjr, in this method, f»ifBpient to defray 
the annual expense of the gpvcfnment. Ho 
may acquire an advantage that will make 
l^n^ ample amends for' what, it coft him. 
Such of the taxes, whether of cxcife or of 
cuftoms, as bear hardeil on the poor laborers 
and 00 our own manufaftuies^ may be re- 
duced, gradually at leaft, without any confi-* 
derable interruption of the operations necef- 
fary to difch^ge our national debt: and, 
though he is little accuftomed to think him- 
f?if as much aflfeiSed by other taxes, as he 
is by the land tax, he will foon perceive, 
that a faving on every thing he eats, drinks, 
or wears, is a lafting and a large repayment of, 
what this Ux took from him whilft he con«. 

fented 
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fen ted to continue it. He will find himfelf 
a gainer, not only by what he faves in his 
cxpcnccs, but by the improvement of his 
cftate; for the whole fyftem of national 
wealth and profperity arc intimately con- 
ncifted. 

The courtier will complain Joudly, autho- 
ritatively, and pompoufly, that any retrench* 
ments on our annual expences may do more 
hurt, than the faving can do good* But I 
believe it not hard to (hew, that three {hil- 
lings, or three (hillings and fixpence in the 
pound on land, leaving the reft of the four 
IhilUngs to go to the finking fund, would be 
more than fufficient to anfwer all neceflary 
expcnces in iime of peace. Wife men arc 
able to do a great deal with a little : every 
knave or fool is ready to do a litrie with a 
great deal. The former know that good po- 
licy confifts in obferving two forts of oeco- 
nomy, the greater and the lefs : to proper^ 
tion, by the firft, our expences to our cir- 

cumftances 
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cumftances aod tatbofe of our neighbours, 
and to do it with the uunod frugality that 
thefe circumftaDces coiiiibined togethe^r; will 
admit : to controll, by the fecond, in tho 
moft flrid and regular manner, the difpen- 
fation of the public treafure from the higheft 
down to the loweft offices of the flate. It is 
of the utmpfl: importance, at this time efpe* 
dally, that both thefe kinds of oeconomy be 
pradifed. Our well-being, even our fecu- 
rity depends upon them. If we do not pay 
our debts, we mufl fink under the load of 
them : and if we go about to pay them, 
without pradifing thefe two forts of oecp- 
nomy, the ridiculous figure, which I have 
feen in a Dutch print, of a man toiling and 
iweating to cord a rope of hay, whilft an ais 
bites it off at the other end as fafl as he 
cords it, will be our proper emblem* 

Extreme frugality was one of the means 
employed by the great minifler who has been 
quoted above ; and the fuccefs he had, i^ 

fimilar 
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iimilar circnmflianoes^ (hould encourage ^9 
praAice of the fame frugality in ours. But 
he employed another expedieiM likewife^ 
V9h\ch is not Ufs tiectSkty here than it 
was there, nor in our time than it was 
in his. The expedient L mean, is that of 
reforming abufes. Sully rernkfcd^this re- 
formation no inconfidcrable fund for the pay^ 
ment of puWic debts. Whether we can da 
lb, as effectually as he did, or no, I deter^ 
mine not, Bijt thus much is certain: fuch 
a reformation will make all future fervicei 
be carried on at a cheaper rate for tlie pub- 
lic ; and fiiving is often the furcft ^ay of 
gaining. Materials might be collefted, not 
for a pamphlet, but for a regular treatife un- 
der diftinftheadsi, concerning the abufes and 
corruptions which prevail among us in every 
part of the public fervice, and concerning 
the confcquences of them : I know not too 
whether fome work of this kind (febuld not 
be undertaken, as invidious as it may (eem^ 
if nothing is done to reforni tbefe abufes> 
and to extinguifh this corruption. 

They 
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TheV were; creeping .f(?rteard Jcmg ago t 
but fince a certain period^ ihcy haveadvan* 
ced with very large flrides* Frauds were 
connived at, perhaps encouraged^ and cor* 
ruption wa^ pnopagated formorly by principal 
-men, who had. For the moft part> more am*- 
bition than. avarice, and who raifed, by thefc 
means, a formidable party that might fupporl 
them in power. But in procefe of time, and 
in favourable conjundures, the contagion 
rofe higher, and fptead ftill wider } principal 
men became parties to the greateft frauds ; 
and the highcft of thofe who governed, and 
the lowcft of thofe who wei^ governed, con-^ 
tributed, in their degrees, to the univcrfal ra- 
pine. The greateft particular cheat, where-** 
of any example can be found, was, I believe, 
that which arrears of fublidies to foreign 
princes, and arrears of pay to foreign troops^ 
gave the opportunity and the means of exe-^ 
Cuting. 

I AM 
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I AM fenfible, that the reprdfentatlon I 
have made of the degeneracy of our age and 
people, may give occafion to fay, that the 
very things I have been pleading for are im- 
pra^icable. It will be afked, what expec- 
tation can be entertained of raifing a difin-« 
terefted public fpirit among men, who have 
no other principle than that of private in- 
tereft, who are individuals rather than fellow* 
citizens, who prey on one another, and arc, 
}n a ftate of civU fociety, much like to Hob* 
BES*s men in his fuppofcd ftate of nature ? I 
muft agree, though unwillingly, that the en- 
terprife is difficult. But tile more difficult it 
is, if nothing Icfs can relieve us from the load 
of debt we lie under, nor prevent the confe- 
quences of lying under it much longer; 
every attempt to raife this fpirit, and to pro- 
mote thefe mc2|fures, even the v^reakeft, even 
mine, is commendable. The landed men 
are the true owners of our political veffclft 
the moneyed men, as fuch, are no more than 

paffen- 
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paflengers in it. To the fir ft» therefore, all 
exhortations to afiume this fpirit fhould be 
addrefled. It is their part to fet the examples 
and when they do To, they hw^ a right to 
€xpe£t thar the pafTengers (hould confribute 
their propottion to fave the veffcl. If they 
ihould prove refradtory, they muft be told 
that there is a law in behalf of the public, 
more facred^ and more antient too, for it is 
as antient as potitica,! fociety, than all chofb 
uoder; the terms of which they would ex* 
cmpt themfclves frpm any redud:ion of in-t 
tcreft, and confcqiiently from any reimburfer 
ment of their principal ; though this reduc- 
tion and this reimburfcment be abfolutcly nc- 
ceflary to reftorc the profperity of the nation, 
and to provide for her fecurity in the mean 
time. The law I mean, is that which na* 
ture and reafon dictate, and which declares 
the prefervation of the commonwealth to b«. 
Ibperior to all other laws. 

If 
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If fuch a co-operation of the landed and 
moneyed inlcrefts is once brought about, Ac 
way will life fmoolh before us> and a profpeft 
of national profperity at the ^nd of it wil! 
open before us yearly* Even the profpcift 
will be of great advantage both at home and 
abroad. We (liall feel it in the rife of our 
credit, in the confidence which t»ur friends* 
and in the refpe6: which our enemies, will 
have for us : a refpeft that will be due juftly 
to a people who exert fo much vigor in th^ 
midft of fo much diflrefs, and take eflfe^ual 
meafures to refiore their national flrength, 
and to refume their former digmty, inftead of 
languifbing on, under impotence and con* 
tempt. 

The man, who is not fired by fuch con- 
fiderations as thefc, rtiuft have no elevation 
of mind, no love for his country, no regard 
for pofterity, nor the leaft tinfture of that 
public morality which diftinguifiies a good 

from 
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irom a bad dtizcn. I know that futility. 
Ignorance^ and every kind of profligacy arc 
general : but I know too tha( they are not 
univer&U and therefore I do not defpain Ia 
all events, the merit of preferving our coun« 
try from beggary is little inferior to that bf 
pwfervihg it from fl[avcry. They who en- 
gage th^tefore in fo good a caufe, and purfue 
it fteadily Jn that public fpirit^ a revival of 
fvhich can alone fave this, nation from mi* 
fery, from opprefiion, and perhaps from con-; 
fufioni the ufual confequencc of the other 
two } they will deferve better^ 1 prefume to 
fay» the title of ultimi Britannorum, even if 
they fhould be defeated by the worft fqbjedts 
ofBritain, than that ufurer, Brutus, and 
that feverc exai^or of contributions^ Cas- 
sius, deftrved the title of ultimi Romanorum, 
when they were defeated in another manner 
by the worft citistens of Rome. 

After all that has bcjsh faid in thefe pa« 

pers^. and all that might he faid^ concerning 

the conda^ of the bobfe of Auftriai from the 

T leiga 
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reign of King William to the preieht time ^ 
it may be prdper to ad4 fometlnng bf wtyi 
of precautions and to prevent veiy falfe ccnn* 
dufions, thit many will be reacfy to draw 
from very true premllles* 

' * * ■ 

It* is hdtorioufly true, that a fpirit of bi-* 
gotry, of tyranny, ind of avarice m Ibe ddiitt 
of Vienna, maintained bhg the trbui)Iea in 
Hungary, whicH might have been appifeafed 
much fooner than they were. Thus a gnmt 
and condant diveriion was kept tip ifi favour 
of France, evefn at the time when the two 
houfesof Auflria &nd Bourbon were ftrug^ 
gling for that great prize, the Spanifii ibc* 
cefHc^, dll the French troops todc poiQfefiion 
of Pafl*iu, and the malecontents of Hungary 
raifed contributions in the very fuburbs of 
Vienna. * 

It is notorioufly true, that we might have 
had nothing more than a defehfive war, as 
I have faid hi the foregoing papers, to make 

agamft 
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igj|iQ(l Fr^cCi wi^ an AoArUn Prince qn 
the Tf)^9^ ^f Spaia^ at the deatfai of 
C^|^f^]Lt^ the Second f if the Emperof 
XtfCOPotO M^uld have co(icurred in the wiif 
aodpr^icable|meafurea^hieb King W{;.t 
jWiii4 pi;Qpo(?d» . t . .i 

It is notorioufly true^ thi^ yspc Qi*^ht hav9 
avoided the defeat at Almans^a, and have 
(apportcd mach^Jbcttcr the war in SpaiAs if 
t prcdih^oQ &ft acquifiiiona in Italy: had 
not detercnined thf councils ^of Vieixna ip 
precipitate the evacuation pf jV^pfv^^ lyhercr 
la an army of French was blocked up aftef , 
the batde of Turin^ and which was let looff 
in this manner^ agaioft the opinion of the . 
Q^een and the States Qentral, time enough 
la beat us at AlnoanKa* 

FiNAi4«Y^ for I will defwnd mto no ouw 

partiCuUrt), it is nototiouily tru^i that w^ 

laight fa^ve tafeon Toi^i aad have carried 

the war into the bed provinces gf France 

.T 2 for 
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for which Queen Ahnt bad madcj at a Vaft 
elcpcnce, all the neccffary preparations; if 
the Auftrians had not detached, in ifarat Very 
polM of time, twelve thoufand men on the 
idcpedition to Naples, and if Prince Eugenk 
had not (hewn too vifibly, before peribns ftill 
alive^ that the taking of Toulon was the 
leaftof his objeds^ 

These fadfe are fuiSlcient to fliew, hoW 
much the miftaken policy of the Court of 
Vienna has oVer-loaded her allies during 
more than half a cehtury, and has defeated 
t|ie great defign \Vhich thcfe allies, and Bri- 
tain in particular, carried on for her atthb 
cxpence of infinite blood and treafure. Now 
there are many in this kingdom very ready 
to conclude from thefe fadts, and from others 
of the fame kind pofleriQr to thefe, that our 
experience fliould teach us to negled the in- 
terefts of the houfe of Auftria, -and to be re^- 
gardlefs of all that pafTes on the continent for 
the time to come* But furely (bch conclu* 
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fioDS arc very £alfc. The pidnciple of our 
cpndudt has been , rights and our manner of^ 
purfuing it alone wrong. It was our negleiS 
of the general intereft of E^urope, from the 
Pyrenean treaty to the revolution of our go-, 
v^rnment in one thoufand fix hundred and 
eighty-eight, that gave to France a Jong op- 
portunity, and the oieans of rai^ng an exor* 
bitant power. It has been zeal without 
knowledge, and ^ (Irange fubferviency to 
private interefts, which have almo(l exhaust- 
ed this country, and defeated all our endear 
yours for the public good, fince that time* 
This we may alter, The principle of policy 
yfQ cannot, as long a6 tl^e divifioq of power 
and property in Europe? continues the fame. 
We are an ifland indeed : but if a fuperior 
power ^ves the law to the continent,. I ap- 
prebepd that it will give it to v^ too in fome 
great degree. Qur forefathers apprehended, 
with reafon,, the exorbitant pawer of the 
houfe of Auftria ; and thought that the pre- 
tenfions of Marv QSfc^ of Spots might 
T 3 give. 
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give, even when (he was a pdfoner, oppor^ 
tunity and advantage, )is they did 06 donbt^ 
to this power to difturb our peace^ and even 
to invade our ifland. The eKorbitant power 
of the two branches of the houfc of Bour* 
bon give furely in this refpe(ft, as well as in 
olhers, at lead the fame caufe of apprehen- 
ilon now« It is, therefore, phinlyour ni««> 
tereft to maintain the rivalry between the h^ 
ihilies of Auflria and of Bourbon 1 and for 
that purpofe to affift the fornier on every oc* 
cafion againfl the latter, as far as the com-^ 
ttion caufe of Europe, not her private ambi^ 
tlon, requires J and as far as our national 
circumftances may enable us to meafure out 
cur afiiftance in any conjunQure to her. 

These are the meafures and proportions, 
according to which alone political fbcieties 
ought to unite in alliances, and to affift tme 
another Tbere'is a political/ as weR ts a 
natural, felfJove ; and the former ought to 
be, to every menAcr of a tommonwcalth, 
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tlNffame determining pdnciple pf (^ioq^ 
vrhere pttbUc intenft as (coqceroed^ that the; 
If titer will be to him moft jcertftin)y whoever v 
hti prnrate intereft is concferiiied* I have, 
beard k ctttu faid of one man, that he w^ 
a friend or an enepiy to the boufe of Auf-fi 
tria; and of another, that he was a'friend 
or an enemy to the houfc of Bourbon* Bat 
thefe expreflions proceed generally from paf*-* 
fion and prepofleflion ; as the fentiments they 
impute muft proceed, whenever they arc 
realy from thefe caufes, or from one which 
is ftill worfe, from corruption. A wife 
prince, and a wife people, bear no regard 
to other flates, except that which arifes from 
the coincidence or repugnancy of their fcveral 
interefls; and this regard muft therefore 
vary, as thefe intcrefts will do, in the perpe- 
tual fludluation of human affairs. Thus 
Queen Elizabeth and her people oppofed 
the houfe of Auftria, and fupported the 
houfe of Bourbon, in the fixtccnih century. 
Thus Queen Anne and her people oppofed 
T 4 the 
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the houfe of Qourbon^ and fupportcd the ^ 
boufe of Adtria» in the eighteenth. The 
firft, indeed, was done with wifer counfel | 
the lad with greater force of arms. By the 
firft, our country was enriched j by the laftj 
it was impoveri(hed«--r-f 

If. B. Thefe co|ifi(]€ratioD8 werf written thot far if( 
the year feventeen hundred and forty-nine, bot were 
never finifbed. 
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LETTER 

ADDRESSED "fO 

ALEXANDER POPE, Efq; 



PEAR $IR, 

SINCE you have begon, at -mf re^ 
^ueftt the work which I have mfhei 
long ^at you would undertake, it is btit 
KidbiiaUe that I fubmit to the taik you im* 
pofe upon me« The mere eooi|4itnce with 
any thing you deiire, k a f^afure to me; 
On the prefent occafioo, however, this conw 
p^noe is a littte interefted ; and that I may 
iK>t afliime more meiit with you, thab I re- 
ally haw, I 1^1 own that in perforating 
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this a(ft of frie0d(hip/ for fucb you are wil^ 
ling to efteem it, the purity of my motive is 
corrupted by fome regard to my private utin 
lity. In (hort, I fufpcdl you to be guilty of 
^ very friendly fraud, and to mean my ferr 
vice v^hilft you f^em to. cpean your own^ 

I(f leading ^t to dircQurfe, as you Ii\aye 
done often, and in preiling me to write^ as 
you do now, on certain fubjeds, you may 
propofe to draw me back to, thofe trains 
of thought, which are, above all others, 
worthy to employ the human mind : and I 
thank you for it. They have been often in- 
terrupted by the bufinefs and diflipations of 
the world, but they were never fo more grie- 
voufly to me, nbr lefs ufefully to th^ public, 
than (inice royal fedudion prevailed on me to 
abandon the quiet and leiiure of the retreat I 
-had chofen abroad, and to ncgled the ex- 
ample of RuTiLius, for I might have imi^ 
fated him in this at lead, who fled further 
from his country when he was invited home. 

Yoif 
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You^ have begun your ethic epftles in a 
maflerly manner. You have copied no 
xrther writer, ttor will pu, I think, be copictj 
by any ofie. It is with genius as At is with 
beauty; thdre^ are a thoufand . pretty things 
that charm alike ; but fuperior genius, like 
fuperior beauty, has always fofmething parti» 
pidar, fometfaing that belongs to itfelf abne^ 
It is always diftingqi&aUe, not oqly from 
thofe who have no plaim to excellence, but 
even frdm thbfc who csrcel, when any fiich 
there are. 



I aW |)leafed, you indy fee fere^ to Hhd 
your fatire "tiirii, in the very beginning of 
thefe epiMeS, againft the principal caufei for 
fuch you know that I think it^ of all the er« 
rors, all the codtradiSipns, and all the 4if^ 
putes which have arifen . among thofe, who 
impofe themfelves on their fellow creatures 
for great 'm2(fters^ and zltno^ fole proprietors 
of a gift of God whkh is common to the. 
whole fpecies. This gift is reafon ^ a fa* 

culty. 



Digitized by 



Google 



a86 . A r E * T E a 

cdlty, or rather an aggregate d £e»dtiel^ (hat 
b beftowed m different degreet) and no^ in 
the higheftt certainly^ on thde wba makft^ 
die higbeft pretenfions to it« Let your UxM 
diafiife, and, if it be poflibldi bumble that 
pride« which is the fruitful pareotof their 
vain curiofity and bold prefiitnplioft i which 
renders them dogauticd in the tnidft of ig«r 
imrance^ and often fcepticat m th« .midft 0t 
knowledge* The ibao^ who k poffed v^ 
with this philofophicai pride ^ whistber divine^ 
or tbeifl, or atheift^ deferves no more to bo 
refpe£ted^ than one of thofe trifling creatures^ 
wl^ are cdofdous i)f little elfe thAQ their 
animality, and whoftop as fnfj/hort pf tb« 
attainable perfe^ioM of their natore, ^s thf 
other attempts to go beyond ik^m. You 
will diicover as noany filly affodioos, a!» much 
fof^ry and fiAttlky^ as much iilctmfiftenqr 
and low artifice in one^ as ki the t)th(r« I 
never met the mad*wooiaii lit Breatfoidi 
decked outinold aod new rags^ itf>d sice 
and fantafiical jo the toinnpr of we&fing 

them, 
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iSbam, Vnifaotit reflo^iii^ ob many of th« 
ptofoontfTchbltir;, and fobiime pbflofi3plier» 
^ vuiomni tbd of former ages. ~ 

Ybv may citpaft foaje.«mtriai€li6n^ arid 
feme obtequy on tfie part tf thefc men, 
though yq« wHf have left td apjyreherid froirf 
^fctr maficd and! rcfentment, thttrth a wrirer itf 
prefe ofi( the ftme fubjcfta worfd haw* Vow 
tvill be fafcr b itie generalises of poctryV 
attd I ftnoW your precaution enoi%h*bkno^ 
that you ^II (h^een yotrffeiff in them lagafnff 
wy dir'a* • cHafge of. heterodoxy. But the? 
great claUfwA: of all will be raHed whenyotf 
defcend lower,- and let yoflr ^Irfe loofeaU 
mong the- herd bf tninkbd.- Then wtH 
thofe powers of "difllnefs/ whom y6ti have ri^ 
ffioilcd Infto hnmortaHty, be called forth ifi 
cme united pifalanx: againfl you. Btft vtfhy 
do I talk of wh*t may ha^ewF You haV* 
cxpcnenc^ lately foiiiething 'mott than I 
pTOgnoftlcate/ t^ools and knaves Khoiild b* 
modeft at ledft, they'fliould afk quarter of 

men 
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men of fenfe and virtue ; and ib tbey do tili^ 
thejr grow up to a majority j til! a fimilitude 
of charader affures them of the prote6:ion of 
the great. But then vice and folly^ fuch as 
prevail in our country, corrupt our manners, 
deform even (bcial life^ and contribute to 
make us ridiculous as well as miferablci will 
claim refpeiS for the fake of die vicious and 
the foplifli^ It will be then no longer fuf» 
ficient to fpare perfons } for to draw even 
diara^^rs-of imagination muft become cri- 
minal when the application of them to tbofe 
of higheft rank^ and greateft power cannot 
fail to be made. You began to laugh at the 
tidiculous tafte, or the no tafte in gardening 
and building, of fome men who are at great 
expence in both. What a damor was raifed 
inftantly F The name of Timon was ap^ 
plied to a noble perfon with double malice, 
to make him ridiculousi and you, who lived 
in friendihip with him, odious^ By the aa- 
tbority that employed icfelf to encourage tl^ 
clamor, and by the induftry ufed tofpread 

and 
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dnd Tupport it, one would have thoug}tt iHat 
you had dlireftcd yoiir fatire in that epiftle.to 
political fubjcds, dnd had inveighed againft 
thofe who impoverifli, diflionor, and fell their, 
country, inftead of niaking yourfelf inbffen- 
fively merry at the expence of inen ^ho ruin 
none hot vhemfelves, and render none bat 
themfelveS ridiculous. .What will the cla- 
tnor be, and how will the fame authority- 
foment it, when you proceed to lafli, in other 
inftances, our want of elegance cVen in 
luxuryi'and our wild profufion, the fource of 
infatiable rapacity, and almoft univerfal ve- 
nality ? My mind forebodes that the time 
Will come, and who knows how near it may 
be? wheo other powersj than thofe of 
Grubft^eet, may be drawn forth againfl you, 
and when vice und folly may be avowedly 
(heltercd behind a power inftitutcd for better^ 
and contrary purpofes > for the puniftimcrit 
of onei and for the reformation of both. 

U But, 
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But, however this may be, purfue your 
tafk undauntedly, and, whilfl fo many others 
convert the nobleft employoients of human 
fociety into fordid trades. Jet the generous 
Mufe refume Iier antient dignity, re-affert 
her antient prerogative, and inftrli£t and re* 
form, as well as amufe the world* Let her 
give a new turn to the thoughts of men, raife 
new aflFedtions in their minds, and determine 
in another and better manner the paflions of 
their hearts. Poets, they fay, were the firft 
philofophers and divines, in every country s 
and in ours, perhaps, the fitfl inftitutions of 
religion, and civil policy, were owing to our 
bards. Their tafk might be hard, their me- 
rit was certainly great. But if they were to 
rife now from the dead, they would find the 
lecond tafk, if I miftake not, much harder 
than the firft, and confefs it more eafy to 
deal with ignorance than with error. When 
focieties are once eftabliflied, and govern- 
ments forn^ed, men flatter themfelves that 

they 
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they^focced m cultivating the firft rudiments 
of civility, policy^ reltglonj and learning. But 
they do not obferve that the private interefts 
of many, the prejudices, afFedions^ and paf- 
iions of all^ have a large fhare in the work, 
and often the largeft^ Thefe put a fort of 
bias on the mind, which makes it decline 
from the ftraight courfej 4nd the further 
thefe fuppofed improvenaents are carried, the 
greater thi€ declination growsj till men Ipfe 
fight of primitive and real nature, and have 
no other guide but cuftom, a fecond and a 
falfe nature. The author of one is divine 
wifdom 5 of the other, human imagination : 
and yet whenever the fecond (lands in op- 
pofition to the firft, as it does mofl frequently, 
the fecond prevails. From hence it happens 
that the moft civilifed nations are often guilty 
of injuftice and cruelty, which the leaft civi- 
lifed would abhor j and that many of the 
mofl abfurd opinions and dodtrines, which 
have been impofed in the dark ages of igno- 
rance, continue to be the opinions, and doc- 
U 2 trines 
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irintfs of ages enlightened by philcfophy and 
learning. If I was a philofopher, fays Moi^-^ 
TAiGNB, I would naturalife art, inftead of 
artilifing nature. The exprefHon is odd^ 
but the fenfe is good ; and what he recom^ 
mends would be done, if the reafons that 
have been given did not ftand in the way ; if 
the felf-intereft of fome men, the madncfs 
of others, and the uriiverfal pride of the hu- 
man heart, did not determine them to prefer 
error to truth, and authority to reafon. 

Whilst your Mufe is employed to lafli 
the yicious into repentance, or to laugh the 
fools of the age into fliame, and whilft flic 
fifes fomctimes to the nobleft fubjeds of phi- 
lofophical meditation, I fhall throw upon 
paper, for your fatisfadtion, and for my own, 
fome part at leaft of what I have thought and 
faid formerly on the laft of thefe fubjefts, 
as well as the reflections that they may fug- 
ged to me further in writing on them. The 
ftrange fituation I am in, ahd the melanchoty 
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fliatp of public affairs take up much of my 
time, divide or even diffipate my thoughts, 
dod, which is worfe^ drag the mind down, by 
perpetual interruptions, from a philofophical 
tone or temper, to the drudgery of privatq 
and public bufinefs. The laft lies nearefl: 
my heart ; and, fince I am once more en-r 
gaged ^in the icrvice of my country.; dif-r 
armedi gagged, and almoft bouqd as I am, | 
will not abandon it as long as the integrity^ 
and perfeverance of thofe who are under 
none of thefe difadvantages, and with whom 
I Opw co-operate, make it reafonable for m<^ 
to a^St the fame part. Further than this no 
fhadow of duty obliges me to go. Plato 
ccafed to adt for the commonwealth when 
he ceafed ta perfuade; and Solon lai4 
down his arms before the public magazine 
when PisiSTRATUs grew too ftrong to be 
oppoiepl any longer with hopes of fuccefs. 

Thq^ugh my fituation, and my engage- 
ments are fufficiently known to you, I chufe 
U 3 to 
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to mention them on this occafion, left yoo 
ihould expe(ft from me any thing more tlian 
I find myfelf able to perform whilft I am in 
them. It has been faid by many, that theyi 
wanted time to make their difcourfes (horter : 
and if this be a good excufe, as I think it 
may be often, I lay in my claim to it. You 
muft neither expedt, in what I am about to 
write to you, that brevity which might be 
cxped:ed in letters, or eflays ; nor that exaijt- 
nefs of method, nor that fulnefs of the feveral 
parts, which they afFed to cbferve, who pre- 
fumc to ^write philofophical treatifes. The 
merit of brevity is relative to the manner and 
ftyle, in which any fubjed is treated, as well 
as to the nature of it : for the fame fubjcift 
may be fometimes treated very diffefedtly, 
and yet very properly, in both thefe refpc<fts. 
Should the poet make fyllogifms in verfe, or 
purfue a long procefs of reafoning in the 
didadtic ftyle, he would be fure to tire his 
reader on the whole, like Lucretius, tho* 
he reafoned better then the Roman, and put 

into 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ta MR. POPE. 295 

into fome parts of his work the fame poeti(;al 
fke* He may write, as you have begun to 
do, on philofophical fubjeds ; but he muft 
write in his own charader. He muft con- 
tract, he may (hadow, he has a right to omit 
whatever will not be caft in the poetic mold: 
and when he cannot inftrudt, he may hope 
to pleafe. fiut the phiiofopher has no (uch 
privileges. He may contrad fometimes, he 
muft never (hadow. He muft be limited by. 
his matter, left he (hould grow whimftcal ; 
and by the parts of it which he underftands 
beft, left he (hould grow obfcure. But 
thefe parts he muft develope fully ; and he 
has no right to omit any thing that may ferve 
the purpofe of truth, whether it pleafe or not. 
As it would be difingenuous to facrifice truth 
to popularity, fo it is trifling to appeal to the 
reafon and experience of mankind, as every 
philofophical writer does, or muft be under- 
ftood to do, and then to talk, like Plato, 
and his antient and modern difdples, to the 
imagination only. There is no need how^ 
U 4 ever 
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ever to banifli eloquence oqt of pbilofepby i^ 
and truth and reafon are no enemies to th^ 
purity, nor to the ornanients of language. 
But as the want of an exadt determinatiari' 
of ideas, and of an exz^ preci&on in t&q ufet 
cf words, is ipexcufable in a philofopbw, he- 
maft prcferve ^)icm, even at the expence of 
ftylc. la flhort, it feems to nie, that the 
bufmcfs of the philofopher is to dilate, if I 
may borrow this word from Tully, to 
prefs, to prove, to convince ; and that of the 
poet to hint, to. touch his fubjcd with (hoft , 
and fplrijted ftrokes, tq warm the afFedign^ 
and to fpeak to the heart. 

Though I feeni to prepare an apology fop 
prolixity even in vvritiog cflays, I will wdp?i- 
vour not to be tedipus j and this en^avour 
may fucceed the better, perhaps, by declin- 
ing any over dniX obfervation of method. 
There are certain points of that which I 
efteem the first philosophy, whereof I 
(hall never loofe fight : but this will be very. 
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pinfiftcnt with a fort of epiftolary liccnfe. 
To digrefs, and to ramble, are different 
thing? i and he who knows the country, 
through which he. travels, ci^y venture out 
of the high road becaufe he is fure of finding 
hi& way hack to it agMn. Thus the ieveral 
matters that may ari&, even accidentally, 
before i^e, will have ibme (hare in guiding 
ixiy pen. 

I DARE not promife that the fedions, or 
members of thefe eiTays will bear that nice 
proportion to one another, and to the whqle, 
which a fcvcre critic would require. All I 
dare promife you is, that my thoughts, in 
what order foever they flow, (hall be com- 
municated to you jufl: as they pafs through 
my mind, juft is they ufe to be when we 
converfe together on thefe, or any other fub- 
jeds; when we faunter alone, or, as we have 
often done, with good Arbuthnot, and the 
jocofe dean of St. Patrick's, among the muU 
tiplied fccnes of your little garden. Thai 
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theatre isiarge enough for my ambition/ I 
dare not pretend to inftrud mankind^ and I 
am not humble enough to write to the pub- 
lic for any other purpofe. I mean, by writ- * 
ing on fuch fubjei^s as I intend here, to make 
fom^ trial of my pcogrefs in fearch of the 
ipoft important truths, and to make this trial 
before a friend, in whom, 1 think, I may 
confide, Thefc epiftolary effays, therefore, 
will be writ with as litde regard to form, and 
with as Ifttle referve; as I ufed toihew in the 
convcrfations which have given occafibn to 
them, when I maintained the fame opinions, 
and iniiftcd on the fame reafons in defence 
of them. 

It might feem ftrangc to a man not well 
acquainted with the world, and in particular 
with the philofophical and theological tribe^ 
that fo much precaution (hould be neceflary 
in the communicatibn of our thoughts on any 
fubjed of the firft philofophy, .which is of 
Qpmmon concern- to the whole race of man- . 
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kind, and wherein no one can have, accord-. - 
ing to nature and truth, any feparate intereft. 
Yet fo it is. The feparate interefts we can-p 
not have by God's inftitutions, are created 
by thofe of man 5 and there is no fubjed, on 
which men deal more unfairly with one ano- 
ther, than this; There are feparate inter* 
efts, to mention them in general only, of 
prejudice, and of profeffion. By the firft, 
men fet out in the fearch of truth under the 
condud of error, and work up their heated 
imaginations often to fuch a delirium, that 
the more genius, and the more learning they 
have, the madder they grow. By the fcr 
cond, they are fworn,;as it were, to follow 
all their lives the authority of fome particular 
fchool, to which ** tanquam fcopulo, ad- 
" haerefcunt V' for the condition of their 
engagement is to defend certain doctrines, 
and even mere forms of fpeech, without ex- 
amination, or to^ examine only in order to 
defend them. By both, they become philo- 

fbphers 
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fophers as men became Chriftians in the prU 
mitive church, or as they determined them-^ 
Selves about difputed dodrines ; for fays Hi-* 
LARius, wfking to St. Austin, « Your 
*^ holidefs knows, that the greateft part of 
** the faithful embrace, or refufe to embraice 
<* a doctrine, for no reafon but the impref* 
« fion which the namie and authority of 
«* fome body or other makes on tbem.'^ 
What now can a man who feeks Uuth, for 
the fake of truth, and is indifferent where he 
finds it, expc^ from any comnwnication of 
his thoughts to fuch men as thefe ? He will 
be much deceived, if he expe<^ any thing 
better than impofition^ or altercatwn. 

Few men have, I believe, cponfultecj 
others, both the living and the dead, with 
lefs prefumption,, and in a greater fpirit x>f 
docility, than I have done : and th^ ijiore J 
have confulted, the lefs have I found of thiaf 
inward convidion, on whidi a mind^ that i$ 
not abfolutely implicit, can reft, I thought^ 

for 
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for a time, that this muft be my fault. I 
diftrufted myfelf, not my teachers^ mea of 
the greateft name, antient and rik)dern. Bat 
I found at laft, that it wasfafer to truft my^ 
felf than them, and to proceed by the light 
of my own underftanding,, than to wander 
after thefe ignes fatui of philofophy. If I 
am able therefore to tell you eafily, and at 
the fame time fo clearly and diftindly as to 
be eafily wnderftood, and fo ftrongly as not 
to be eafily refuted, how I have thought for 
myfelf, I fliall be perfuadcd that I have 
thought enough on thefe fubje£ts. If I am 
not able to do this, it will be evident that I 
have not thought on them enough. I muft 
review my opinions, difcover and correft my 
errors. 

I HAVE faid, that the fubjefts I meart, 
and which will be the principal objeds of 
thefe Effays, are thofe of the ifirft philofo- 
phy i and it is fit, therefore, that I (hould 
explain what I underftand by the firft philo- 
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fbphy. Do not imagine that I underftandt 
what ha^ paffcd commonly under that name^ 
metaphyfical pneumatics^ for inH^ance, or 
ontology. The firft are converfant about 
imaginary fubftances, fuch as may, and may 
not exift* That there is a God we can de-^ 
monftratc; and although we know nothing 
of his manner of being, yet we acknow- 
ledge him to be immaterial, becaufe a thou- 
fand abfurdities, and fuch as imply the 
ftrongeft contradiftion, refult from the fup^ 
pofition that the Supreme Being is a fyftem 
of matter. But of any other fpirits we nei- 
ther have, nor can have any knowledge : 
and no man will be inquifitive about fpiritual 
phyfiognomy, nor go about" to enquire, I be- 
lieve, at this time, as Evqdius enquired qf 
St. Austin, whether our immaterial parr, 
the foul, does not remain, united, when it 
forfakes this grofs terreftrial body, to fomc 
aetherial body, .more fubtil, and more fine ; 
which was one of the pythagorean, and pla- 
tonic whimfies : nor be under any concern 
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to know, if this be not the cafe of the dead, 
how fouls can be didinguifhed after their 
feparation, that of Dives, for example, from 
that of LAZARtJS. The fecond, that is on- 
tology, treats moft fcientifically of being ab- 
ilrafted from all being, ^* de ente quatcnus 
^* ens/* It came in fafhion whilft Ari- 
stotle was in falhion, and has been fpun 
into an immenfe web out of fcholaftic brains. 
But it (hould be, and I think it is already, 
left to the acute difciples of Leibj^it^, wha 
dug for gold in the ordure of the fchools, 
and to other German wits. L^t them darken 
by tedious definitions, what is too plain to 
need any 5 or let them employ their vocabu- 
lary of barbarous terms to propagate an tin- 
intelligible jargon, which is fuppofed to ex- 
press fuch ab(lra(ftions as they cannot make, 
and according to which, however, they pre- 
fume often to control the particular and moft 
evident truths of experimental knowledge. 
Such reputed fcience defervcs no rank in 

• philo- 
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pbilofophy, not ihe laft> and much left 
thefirft, 

I DESIRE you not to imagihe neither, thit 
I uadcrftand by the firft philofopby, even 
fuch a fciencc as my* Lord Bacon dcfcribe^g 
a fcicnce of general obfervations, and axiotas^ 
fuch as do not belong properVy to any parti-r 
cular part of fcience, but are cominon tq 
many, " and of an higher ftage," as he exf 
preiTes himfelf. He complaii^s, that philo* 
fophers have not gone up to the ♦* fpring- 
•* head,'* which would be of «* generalj and 
*' excellent ufe for the difclofing of naturcg 
*^ and the abridgement of art i' though they 
" draw now and then a bucket of water out 
*« of the well for fome particular ufe/* 1 re* 
fped, no man more, this great authority j 
but I refpedt no authority enough to fub- 
fcribe, on the faith of it, to that which dpi* 
pears to me fantaftical,- as if it were rtzh 

♦ Adfran* of kztn. Lib; ii^ 
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NoW'thfe fpring-head of fcicnce is purely fan-' 
taftical; and the figure conveys a falfe notion 
to the tnind, as figures, employed licenti- 
oufly; are ipt to do. . The great author him- 
felf calls theife axioms which arc t6 con- 
ftitute his fir (I philofophy, obfervations. Such* 
they are properly; for thcre^are fomc uni-' 
form printiples, or uhifbrm impreflions of 
the faint nature, to be obfcrved in very dif- 
ferent fufejefts, *« una cademque naturae 
** veftigia aut fignacula divcrfis materiis ct 
** fubjedis imprefTa/* Thefe obfervadons, 
therefore, when they are fufiiciently verified 
and well eftabliftied, may be properly ap- 
plied in difcourfe, or writing, from one fub- 
jc6l to another. But I apprehend that when 
they are fo applied, they ferve rather to il- 
luftrate a propofition, than to difclofe nature, 
or to abridge art. They may have a better 
foundation, than fimilitudes and comparifons 
more loofely and more fuperficially made. 
They' may compare realities, not- appear- 
ances 5 things that nature has made alike, 
X not 
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not things that feem only to have fbmc rc^ 
lation of this kind in our imaginations* But . 
ilill they are comparifons of things diilin£t^^ 
and independents They do not lead us, to. 
things 3 but things that are lead us to make : 
them. He who poffcffes two fciences, and. 
the fame will be often true of arts^ may find 
in certain refpe£ts a fimilitude between them 
becaufe he poflefles both. If he did not pof"-. 
fcfs both, he would be led by neither to thc; 
acquifition of the other. Such obfervatrons 
are efFeds, not means of knowledge; and 
therefore to fuppofe that any collection of 
them can conftitute a fcience of an " higher 
** ftage," from whence we -may reafon 
a priori down to particulars, is, I pre-, 
fume, to fuppofe fomething very ground- 
lefs, and very ufelcfs at beft to the advance-, 
ment of knowledge./ A pretended fcience 
of this kind muft be barren of knowledge, 
and may be fruitful of error, as the Perfian 
magic was, if it proceeded on the faint ana<^ 
logy that may be difcovered between phyfics,, 

and 
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add politics, and deduced the roles of civil 
government from what the profeflbrs of it 
obferved of the operations, ahd works of na-. 
turc in the material world. The very fpeci- 
men of their magic, which my Lord Bacon 
has given, would be fufficient to juftify what 
k here obje£tcd to his dodrine. 

Let us conclude this head by mentioning 
two examples among others^ which be brings 
to explain the better what he means by his 
firft philofophy. The firft is this axiom *, 
" If fo unequals you add equals, all will be 
•^ unequaU'V This, he fays, is an axiom of 
juftice, as well as of mathematics ; and he 
afks, whether there is not a true coincidence 
between commutative and diilributive juClice, 
and arithmetical and geometrical proportion ? 
But I would afk in my turn, whether thp 
certainty that any arithmetician^ or geomc- 
X 2 ' trician 

• Si inteqaalibas addas aeqaalla* omnia erant inae- 
qualU* 
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trician has of the arkhffletica), 6r geom^taifU' 
cal truth, will lead him to difcover this ooki^; 
ctdence ? I a(k, whether the moft pr(^)Qnd> 
lawyer, who never heard perhaps this axiom, 
would be led to it by his notions of comimi^ 
tative, 9nd diftributive judice ? Certainly iH3t« 
He who is well fldlled in arithmeitic, tjt gom 
ometry, and in jurifprudence, may obfcrve, 
perhaps, this uniformity of natural pidnciple 
or impreffion, becauffe he is fp fkilledi 
though, to fay the truth, it be not very ob- 
vious : but he will not haVe derived his 
knowledge of it from any fprii}g-head of a 
firft philofophy, from any fcience'of an 
*' higher ftage** than arithmetic, geometry, 
and jurifprudence. 

The fecond example is this axiom*, 
** that the deftrudion of things is prevented 
5* by the redudtion of them to their firft prin- 

"ciples/' 

• Intcntus rci arcetur per redu^lioncm ejus ad prin- 
cipia. 
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< '« ciplcs.*' This rule iS faid to hold in reli- 
gioDy in phyfics, and in politics; and Ma- 
CHiAVEL is quoted for having eftablifhed it 
in tbelafl; of thefe. Now^ though this axiom 
be generally, it is not univerfally true -, and^ 
to fay nothing of phyiics, it will not he hard 
to produce, in contradiction to it, examples 
of religbui, and civil inflitutions, that would 
have periihed if they had been kept (Iridly 
to their firft principles, and that have been 
fupported by departing more or lefs from 
them. It may feem juftly matter of won- 
der, that the author of the Advancement of 
learning (hould efpoufe this maxim in reli- 
gion, and politics, as well as phyfics, fo ab« 
iblutely, and that he fliould place it as an 
asdotn of his firft philofophy relatively to the 
threC) finCe he could not do it without falling 
into the abuie ho oondtmos id much in his 
Ofganum novudi *f $ the abufe philoibpbers 
: X 3 ^f9 

f —at intelledas a particala>ibas ad axiomata remota, 
A quafi gcneraliffima, — ^faliati ct volet. 
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are guilty of when they fufier the mind fo 
rife too htt, as it is apt to do^ from particu- 
lars to remote, and general axioms. That 
the author of the Political difcourfes (hould 
fall into this abufe» is not at all ftrange. The 
fame abufe runs through all his writings; in 
which, among many wife, and many wicked 
refledlions, and precepts, he eftablifhes fre- 
quently general maxims, or rules of condud, 
on a few particular examples, and fometimes 
on a fingle example. Upon the whole mat- 
ter, one of thefe axioms communicates no 
knowledge but that which we mud have be- 
fore we can know the axiom, and the other 
may betray us into great error when we 
apply it to ufe, and aSion. One is unpro- 
fitable, the other dangerous ; and the philo- 
fophy,-^hich admits them as principles of 
general knowledge, deferves ill to ht reputed 
philofopby. It would have been juft as ufe^ 
ful, and much more fafe, to admit into this 
recepticle of axioms, thofe felf-evident, and 

neceflary 
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neceflary truths abnCj, of which we have an 
immediate perception^ fince they arc not con- 
fined to any fpecial parts of fcience, but are 
common to feveral, or to all. Thus thefe 
profitable axioms, What is, is 3 The whole is 
bigger than a part; and divers others, might 
fcrve to enlarge the fpring-head of a firft phi- 
lofophy, and be of excellent ufe in arguing 
ex praecognitis et praeconcefiis, 

If you afk me now, what I underftand 
then by a firft philofophy ^ my anfwer will 
be fuch as I fuppofeypu already prepared to 
receive^ I underftand by a firft philofophy, 
that which deferves the firft place on account 
of the dignity, and importance of it's ob^i. 
jefts, natural theology or theifm, and natu- 
ral religion or ethics. If we confldcr the or- 
der of the fciences in their rife, and progrefs, 
the firft place belongs to natural philofophy, 
the mother of them all, or the trunk the tree 
of knowledge, out of which^ and in pro- 
portion to which, like (6 many branches, they 
X 4 ajl 
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all grow. Tfaefe burancbes fpi^ead wide, and 
bear evto fruits of different kinds. But tba 
fap that made them (hoot, and naak^ them 
floriih, rifes from the root through the trunk, 
and theiir produdtions are varied according 
to the variety of flrainers through which it 
flews. In plain terms, I fpeak not here of 
fupernatural, or revealed fcience } and there. 
fore, 1 fay, that all fcience, if it be real^^ 
muft rife from below, and from our own 
level. It cannot defcend froni above, nor 
from fuperior fyftems of beipg and know- 
ledge. Truth of exigence is truth of know- 
ledge, and therefore reafon fearches after 
them in one of thefe fcenes, where both are 
to be found together, and are within our 
reach; wbilfl; imagination hopes fopdly to 
find them in another, where bothr of tben;i 
are to be found, but furely not by us* The 
notices we receive from without coQcerning 
the beings that forround us, and the inward 
confcioufncfs we have of. our own, are the 
foundations, aod the true criterions too> oi 

all 
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aH |he kpowlcd^ we acquire q£ hody and of 
mind : and body and mtDd arc objeds alike 
q{ natii^al pbilofopby* We afiume com-* 
fj)ODly tba£ they are two diftin^^ fubftances. 
Pe it (0, Tbey are dill united, and blended^ 
a& it were> together, in one huncian nature ; 
f^d all natures, united or not, fall within 
the provincQ of rutural philofoj^y. On the 
hypothefis indeed that body and ibul are two 
dillind; fubilances, one of which fubfifts af- 
ter the ^olutipn of tbeothef) certain men, 
who have taken the whinnfical title of m^a* 
phyficians^ as i£ they bad fciemre beyond the 
bounds of nature, or of nature difcoverabb 
by others, have taken likewife to themfelves 
the doctrine of mind > and have left that of 
body^ under the name c^ phyfics, to a fup-* 
pofed inferior CH:der of pbilofophers. But 
the right of thefe ftands good i for all the 
knowledge ^t can be acquired dbout tnind, 
or the uncxcended febftance of the Cartefi-. 
ans, nraft be acqwred, like that about body^ 
or the extended fubftahce, witfeSn the bourids 

of 
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their province, and by the means they em-^ 
ploy, particular experiments and obferva* 
tions« Nothing can be true of mind, any 
more than of body, that is repugnant to 
thefe 5 and an intellectual hypothefis^ which 
IS not fupported by the intelledual phaeno- 
mena, is at leaft as ridiculous, as a corporeal 
hypothecs which is not fupported by the cor* 
poreal phaenomena. 

If I have faid thus much in this place 
concerning natural philofophy, it has not 
been without good reafon. I confider theo-^^ 
logy, and ethics as the firft of fciences in pre* 
eminence of rank. But I confider the con- 
ftant contemplation of nature, by which I 
mean the whole fyftcm of God's works, as 
far as it lies open to us, as the common 
fpring of all fciences, and even of thefe. 
What has been faid, agreeably to this notion, 
feems to me evidently true ; and yet meta- 
phyfical divines and philofophers proceed in 
dire^ contradi^on to it, and have thereby, 

if 
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if I miftakc not, bewildered themfelves, and 
a great part of niankind, in fuch inextricable 
labyrinths of hypothetical reafoning, that few 
men can find their way back, and none can 
find it forward into the road of truth. To, 
dwell long, atid on fome points always, in 
particular knowledge, tires the patience of 
thefe impetuous philofophers. They fly to 
generals. To confider, attentively, even the 
minuted phaenomena of body and mind 
mortifies their pride. Rather than creep up 
flowly, a pofteriori, to a little general know- 
ledge, they foar at once as far, and as high, 
M imaginatk)n can carry them. From thence 
they defcend again, armed with fyftems and 
arguments^ priori; and, regardlcfs how 
thefe agree, or clafli with the phaenomcnt 
of nature, they impofe them on mankind. 

It is this manner of philofophifingi this 
prepofierous method of beginning our fearch 
after truth out of the bounds of human 
knowledge, or of continuing it beyond them, 

that 
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that has corrupted natural theology, andna^ 
tural religion in all ages. They have been 
corrupted to fuch a degree, that it is grown, 
and was fo long lince, as neceflary to plead 
the caufe of Qod, if I may ufe this expreffion 
after Seneca, againil the divine, as againft 
the atheift ; to a0ert his exigence againft the 
latter, to defend his attributes againft the for- 
mer, and to juftify his providence againft 
both* To both, a (incere and humble theift 
might fey very properly, « I make no dif- 
** fercnce between you on many occafion?^. 
" becaufe it is indifferent * whether yoiji 
« deny, or defame the Supreoie Being:'* 
nay Plutarch, though little orthodox in 
theoiogy^ was not in the wrongi perhaps, 
when he declared the laft to be the worft. 

In treating the fubjedls about which I 
iball write to y^ in thefe letters. Or effay$, it 
iViU be therefore neceffary to diftinguHh ge« 

nutne 

* Utrum Deum neges an infames» 
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nuine aiadi pure^ theifm, from the unnatural, 
and profaM ntixtures of human imagination ; 
what cah^ we know of God, from what we 
camidt know. This }s the more neccffary 
too, becaufe, whilfl true and falfe notions 
^^ut God and religion are blended together 
m our minds^ under one fpecies name o^ 
feienctf, 4he falfe are more likely to make 
men dbifbt of the true, as it often happens, 
than to perfuade men that they are true 
themfelvis. Now in order to this purpoff, 
nothing cian be more efFei^ual than to go to 
the root of error, of that prlmitiv^e error which 
encourages our curiofity, -fuftains our pride; 
fcrtifics our prejudices, and gives pretence to 
delufion. This primitive error confifts in the 
high opinion we are apt to entertain of the 
human mind, though it holds, in truth,, a 
very low rank in the intclledual fyftem. 
To cure this error, we need only tur^i out 
^es inward, and contemplate impartially 
what paflcs there from the infaUcy to the 
maturity of ihe mind* Thus it will not be 

difficult. 
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difficult) and thus alone it is pofiibte^ to ^ 
cover the true nature of :hui|]ian knowledge, 
how far it extends, how far it is real, and 
where, and how it begins tp b^ fantaftical* 

'J J »i .. . . . . J 

Such an enquiry/ if it cannot check the 
prefumption, nor humble the pride of meta- 
phyficians, may fenre to undeceive others. 
Locke purfoed it. He grounded all he 
taught on the phaenomena of nature. He 
appealed to the experience and confcious 
knowledge of every one, and rendered all he 
advanced intelligible. Leibnitz, one of 
the vaineft, and mod chimerical men that 
ever got a name in philofophy, and who is 
often fo unintelligible, that no man ought to 
believe he underftood himfclf, cenfured 
Locke as a fuperficial philofopher. What 
has happened ? The philofophy of one has 
forced it's way into general approbation : that 
of the other has carried no convidion, and 
fcarce any information to thofe who have 
raifpent their time about it. To fpeak the 

truth, 
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truth, though it may feem a parador, our 
knowledge on many fubje<Sts, and particu* 
larly on thofe which we intend here, muft 
be fuperficial to be reaK This is the con- 
dition of humanity. We are placed, as it 
were, in an intelledlual twilight, where we 
difcover but few things clearly, and none 
entirely, and yet fee juft enough to tempt 
us with the hope of making better and more 
difcoveries. -Tl^us flattered, men pu(h their 
enquiries on, and may be properly enough 
compared to Ixion, who ^< imagined he had 
^' Juno in his arms whilft he :embraced a 
M cloud. V 

To be contented to know things as God 
has made us capable of knowing them, is 
then a firft principle neceflfary to fecure us 
from falliiig into error s and if there is any 
fubjed upon which we (hould be moft on 
our guard againft error, it is furely that which 
I have called here the firfl; philofophy. God 

is 

• Lord Bacon. 
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is hid from bs in the majcfty of his nature, 
and the little we difcover of hitn, muft be 
difcovered by the light that is reflcdcd from 
his works. Out of this light, therefore, we 
ihould never go in oar enquiries and refiCon^ 
ings about his nature, his attributes, and the 
ordet of his providence : ahd yet Upon thefe 
fubjedls, men depart the furtheft from it $ 
nay, they who depart the furtbeft are th* 
beft heard by the bulk of mankind, Thd 
Icfs men know, the more they believe that 
they know. Belief pafles in their minds for 
knowledge : and the very dri^umftancesf, 
which fliould beget doubt, produce ihcreafe 
of faith. Every glittering apparition, that is 
pointed out to them in the vaft wild of ima- 
gination, paffcs for a reality : and the morfc 
diftant, the more confufed, the more incofii^. 
prchenfible it is, the more fublime it is 
eftecmed. He who ihould attempt to (hift 
thefe fcenes of airy vHiorr, for thofe of real 
knowledge, might expeft to be treated with 
fcorn and anger, by the whole theological 

and 
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fti)d metaphyfical tribe, the mafters and the 
^holars« He would be defpifed as a ple^ 
beian philofopheri and railed at as an infi'^^ 
del. It would be founded high| that he de- 
bafed human nature, which has a cognation, 
lb the revetend and learned dodor Cud- 
Worth calls it, with the divine; that the. 
foul of man> immaterial and immortal by 
Us* nature, was made to contemplate higher 
and nobler objcdb^ than this fenfible world, 
and even than itfelf, fince it was made to 
contemplate God, and to be united to him. 
In fuch clamor as this, the voice of truth 
and of reafon would be drowned ; and, with 
bc^h of them on his fide, he who oppofed it 
would make many enemies^ and few eon- 
verts* Nay, I am apt to think that fome of 
thefe, if he made any, would fay to him, as 
foon as the gaudy vifions of error were dif- 
pelled, and till they were accuftomed to the 
fimplicity of truth, ** Pol me bccidiftis/' 
prudence forbids me, therefore, to write as 
I think fo the world, whilft fricndihip for- 

Y > bids 
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bids me to write otherwife to you. I have 
been a martyr of fadion in politics, and ha? e 
no vocation to be fo in philofophy. 

But there is another confideration which 
deferves more regard, becaufe it is of a pub- 
lic nature, and becaufe the common interefts 
of fociety may be afFeded by it. Truth and 
falfehood, knowledge and ignorance, reve- 
lations of the Creator, inventions of the 
creature, didates of xeafon, fallies of enthu- 
fiafm, have been blended fo long together in 
our fyftems of theology, that it may be 
thought dangerous to feparate them ; left by 
attacking fome parts of thefe fyftems we 
fliould (hake the whole. It may be thought 
that error, itfelf, deferves to be refpedcd on 
this account, and that men, who are deluded 
for their good, fliould be deluded on. 

Some fuch rcfleaions as thefe it is proba- 
ble that Erasmus made when he obfefved, 
in one of his letters to Melancthon, that 

Plato, 
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t*LATo, dreaming of a philofophical com- 
tbonwealth, faw ^he impoffibility of govern-^ 
ing the multitude without deceiving them. 
" Let not Chriftians lye,'* fays this great di- 
vine : " but let it dot be thought neither, 
<« that every truth ought to be thrown out to 
«* the vulgar; Non expedit omnem verita- 
« tern prodere vulgOi" ScAfivoL a and 
Varro were more explicit than Erasmus, 
and more reafonable than Pi/ATO. They 
held not only that many truths were to be 
concealed from the vulgar, but that it was 
expedient the vulgar (hould believe many 
things that were falfe. They diftinguiflied 
at the fame time very rightly, between the 
regard due to religions already eftablirtied, 
and the condudl to be held in the eftablifli* 
ment of them. The Greek affumed, that 
men could not be governed by truth, and 
eredled on this principle a fabulous theology. 
The Romans were not of the fame opinion. 
Varro declared exprefsly, that if he had ' 
been to frame a new inftitution, he v^ould 
Y 2 have 
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have framed it •• ex naturae potlus formd^." 
But they both thought that things evidently, 
i^lfe might deferve an outward refpeift, when, 
. they are interwoven into a fyftem of govepn- 
. ment. This outward tefped^ eVery good ci-!. 
tiixen will (hew them in fuch a cafe, and they^ 
can (kirn no more in any^ He will not 
propag/atc thefe errors, but he will be cauti- 
ejus how he propagates even truth, in oppo* 
fition to them. 

, There has been much noife made about 
free thinking ; and tnpn have been animated, 
in the conteft, by a fpirit that becomes nei- 
ther the charafter of divines, nor that of good 
citizens -, by an arbitrary tyrannical fpirit 
under the maik of r^ligbus zeal, and by ^ 
prefumptuous, fadio^s fpirit under that of 
liberty. If thefirft could prevail, they would ' 
cftablifli implicit belief and blind obedience, 
and an inquifition to maintain this abje(^,ier« 
vitude. To afTert antipodes might beconac 
once more as heretical as arianifm, or pela- 

gianifm; 
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giainifm : and men ratght be drjigged to the 
}ails of fcMne ho!y office, like Galilei, for 
fiiying ihey hid feen ^hat in fafiE ibcy had 
feen, anfd what every one eMe that p^cafed 
flight fee. If the fecond could prevail, they 
would deftroy at once the general influence 
ef religion, by (baking the foundations of if 
which education hid hid. Thefe are wide 
extremes. Is (here no middle path, m 
which a reafonaWe mah and a good citizen 
may diredt his fteps ? 1 think thefe h. 

Every one 'has an undoubted ri^t to 
rtilrik Freely : nay, It is tlie duty of every one 
to ^o fo, as far as he has the necefTary . 
iwcans, and oppdrturtifies. This dtity too is 
in no Cafe fo incumibent on him, as in thofe 
that regard what I calf the firlt philofophy« 
They who have neither means nor opportu- 
nities of this fort, muH; fubmit their opinions 
to authority ; aqd to what authority can they 
refign themfelves fo properly, and fo fafely, 
8S to that of the kws, and conftitution of 
:Y 3 theif 
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country? In general nothing cjan be moro 
abfurd than to take opinions of the greateft 
moment, and fuch as concern us the mod 
intimately, on truft. Bpt there is no help 
9gainft it in many particular cafes. Things 
the mod abfurd iq fpeculation become ne-^ 
cefiary in pradtiqe. Such is the human con- 
ftitution, and reafon excpfes them on the ac^ 
count of this neceffity. Reafon does even 
a little more ; and it is all (he can do. She 
gives the bed direction poflible to the abfuri- 
dity. Thus flie direds thofe, who muft bp- 
Ijcve becaufe they canpot know, to believe 
in the laws of their country, and conform 
their opinions and pradice to thofe of their 
anceftors, to thofe of Coruncanius, of 
§ciPjo, of ScAEVOLA, not to thofe of ZenQi 
jof Cleanthes, of CHRysiPPtJS if. 

But now the fame rekfpn, that gives 
ibis direction to fuch men as thefe, will give 

a ycry 

I De nat. deor^ 
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a very contrary diredion to thofc who have 
the means, and opportunities the others want. 
Far from adviiing chem to fubmit to this 
mental bondage, (he will advife them to em- 
ploy their whple induftry, to exert the lit- 
moft freedom of thought, and to reft on no 
authority but hcr's, that i«, their own. She 
will fpeak to them in the language of the 
Soufys, a fed of philofophersin Perfia, that 
travellers have mentioned. «* Doubt/' fay 
thcfe wife and honeft freethinkers, ** is 
** the key of knowledge. He who never 
«t doubts, never examjhes. He who never 
** examines, difcovers nothing. He who 
*^ difcovere nothing, is Mind, and will reaiaia 
*• fo. If you find no reafon to doubt con- 
•* cerning the opinions of your fathers, keep 
*• to them, they will be fufficient for ydu. 
•^. If you find any reafon to doubt concerning 
" them,' feek the truth quietly, but take care 
J* not to difturb the minds of other men/' 

Y 4 Let 
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Let us proceed agreeably tothefe maxim€« 
Let us feek truths but feek it quietly as well 
as freely. Let us not imagine, like fome 
who are called free-thinkers^ that every 
inan^ who can think ^nd judge for himfelf, 
as he has a right to do, has therefore a right 
of fpeaking, any more than of ading accord«» 
ing to the full freedona of his thoughts. Tho 
freedom belongs to him as a rational crea« 
ture ; he lies under the reftraint as a mem«» 
ber of fociety. 

If the religion we profefs contained no^ 
thing more than articles of faith, and pdots 
of doctrine clearly revealed ta u( in the 
gofpj^l, we might be obliged to renounce 
oyr natural freedom of thought in favor 
of this fupernatural authority. But iioca 
it js notorious that a certain ordc^r of aief>, 
who call ther^elv^s the church, have 
bee^ employed to make and propagate a 
theological fyftpm of their own, which they 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO M lU P O F £• 3*9 

call chriftianity from the days of the apoftles, 
aad even from theie days inclufively; it is 
«ar doty to c^xaimne, and analyfe the whole» 
that we may diftiDguvOi what is dirine from 
M^^at^is bumap; adhere to the firft impli^i- 
ipitly, andafcribe to the lad no more au^ho^ 
riiy than the word of man defcrves. 

Such an anamination is the more fiecef^ 
ikry to be undertaken by every one who is 
concerned for the truth of his religion, and 
for the honor of chriftianity, becaufe the firft. 
preachers of it were not, and t^iey who 
preach it (till are not, agreed about many of 
the moft important points of their fyft^m j 
becaufe the controverfies raifed by thefe meft 
have baniflied union, peace, and charity out 
of the cbriftian world; and' becaufe fome 
p«ts of the fyftem favour fo much of fuper* 
ftitido^ «nd eothufiafm, that all the prejii-* 
^ liiccs of educatbn, and the who^e weight of 
pivil and ecclefiaftical power can hardly keep 
them in qredit^ Tbefe confideratjQns deferve 

the 
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the more attention^ becaufe nothing can be 
more true, than what Plutarch faid of 
old, and my lord Bacon has faid fince; 
one, that fuperftition, and the other, that 
vain controverfies are principal caufes of 
atheifm* 

I NEITHER cxpe<a nor defire to fee anj 
public rcvifion made of the pr efent fyftem of 
chriftianity. I (hould fear an attempt ta 
alter the efiabliflied religion as much, as they 
who have the moft bigot . attachment to it, 
and for reafons as good as theirs, though not 
entirely the fame. I (jpeak only of the duty 
pf every private man to examine for himfelf, 
i9^hich would have an immediate good efied: 
relatively to himfelf, and might have in time 
a good efFed relatively to the public, fince it 
would difpofe the minds of men to a greater 
indifference about theological difputes, which 
9re the difgrace of chriftianity, and have beet) 
the plagues pf the worlds 
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Will you tell me that private judgmcot 
muft fubmit to the eftablifhed authority of 
fathers and councils ? My aqfwer (hall be, 
that the fathers, antient and modern, in coun*- 
(ils, and out of them, have raifed that im^ 
menfe fyftem of artificial theology, by which 
genuine chriftianity is perverted, and iiii which 
it is loft. Thefe fathers are fathers of the 
worft fort, fuch as contrive to keep their chil- 
dren in a perpetual ftate of infancy, that they 
may exercife perpetual, and abfolute domi- 
oion over them, « Quo tc\^g\% regnum in il- 
•* los c^erceant pro fua libidine */' I cill 
their theology artificial, becaufe it is in a mul- 
titude of inftances conformable neither to 
the religion of nature, nor to gofpel chrifi^ 
tianity, but often repugnant to both, though 
faid to be founded on (hem, I (ha|I have 
occafion to mention feveral fuch inftances ia 
tjie courfe of thefe little effays. Here ] will 
only obfcrve, thi^t if it be I^ard to conceivp 
J)PW. any thing fo abfurd, as the pagan theo- 
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logy (lands reprcfented by the father* who 
*rrote againft it, and as it reftlly was, cooM 
ever gain credit among rational crewurcs, it 
is full as hard to conceive bow the artificial 
theology we fpeak of could ever prevail, not 
only lA ages of ignorance, but in the moft 
cnligbtcped. There is a letter cf St, Aus- 
TiNi wherein he fays *, that he Was ashamed 
oi hinfifelf when he refuted the opinions of 
the former, and that be was aflwnied of marti^r 
kind when he confidered chat ftch abfirrdi- 
lies were received, aftd defended. The te*^ 
fle<aions might be retorted on the faint, finqe 
he broiached, and defended doftrines as un* 
worthy of the fupreme alUperfedl Being, as 
thofe which the heathens taught concerning 
their fiftitious, and inferior god$» IsJtne- 
ceSsLvy to quote zny other than th^t, hy 
which we are taught that God has created 
uunnbers of men for no purpofe, but tod^mn 
them?' ^^Quifquis praedeffinationrs dtodri- 

^ narii 

*— -^jam pudet me ilia rcfellew cam eos non puduerife 
ifla fentirc. Com vero auC fint ctiam 4efeadere, 5pc, 
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^* nam invidia gravat," fays Calvin, <^ a- 
*« perte i^aledicit Dkio */' Let us fay^ 
*« QjMfquis praedeftinationis dodirinarii afle- 
** rh, bkfphctnat/' Let us not impute fujch, 
cruel injufticq to the all-perfe<a Being. Let 
AirsTiN, and Calvin, and all tbofe wha 
teach it, be anfwerable for it alone. You 

. may bring fathers and councils as evidences 
in the caufe of artificial theology : but reiafon 
muft be the judge i and all I contend for is, 

• that; flie (bould be fo in the breaft of every 
cbri/tian that can appeal to her tribunal. 

Will you tdl cne that even fuch a pri- 
vate exannunation of the chriftian fyftem, as 
I propofe that every man who iS able to 
make it, (hould make for himfelf, is unlaw-^ 
ful; and that, if any doubts arife in pur 
minds concerning religion, we muft haverc* 
cpurfc for the folution of them to fome of 
that holy order, which was inftituted by God 
himfelf, and which has been continued by 

the 

^ Cal. Inf. Lib. lii. c. 21; 
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the impofition of hands in every chriftian fcf- 
ciety, from the apoftlcs down to the prefent 
clergy ? My anfwer (hall be (hortly this, it 
is repugnant to all the ideas of wifdom and 
goodnefs to believe that the univerfal terms of 
falvation are knowable by the means of one 
order of men alone, and that they continue 
to be fo even after they have been publiflied 
to all nations. Some of your diredors will 
tell you, that whilft Christ was on earth, 
the apoftles were the church ^ that he was 
the biflibp of it j that afterwards^ the admif-' 
lion of men into this order was approved, 
and confirmed by yifions and other divine 
manifeftations ; and that thefe wonderful 
proofs of God's interpofition at the ordina- 
tions, and confecrations of prefbyters,* and 
bifliops, lafted even in the time of St. Cy- 
PR I AN, that is, in the middle of the third 
century. It is pity that they lafted no 
longer, for the honor of thq church, and for 
the convidion of thofe who do not fofficientT 
ly reverence the religious Cociety, It were 

to 
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to be wiftied perhaps, that' fome of the f?- 
crets of elciSlricity were improved enough to 
be pioufly, and ufefully applied to this pur- 
pofe. If we beheld a (hecinahj or divine 
prefence, like the flame of a taper, on the 
heads of thofe v\^ho receive the impofition of 
hands, we might believe that they receive 
the Holy Ghoft at the fame time. But as . 
vfc have no reafon to believe what fuperfti- 
tbus, creduloiw, or lying meri, fuch as Cy- 
prian himfelf was, reported formerly, that 
they might eftablilh the proiid pretehfions of 
the clergy ; fo we have no reafon to believe 
that five men of this order have any more of 
the divine Spirit in our time, after they are 
ordained, than they had before. It would 
be a farce to provoke laughter, if there was 
no fufpicion of prpphanation in it, to fee them 
gravely lay hands on one another, and bid 
one another receive the Holy Ghoft. 

Will you tell me finally, in oppofition 
to what has been faid, and that you may an-. 

ticipate 
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ticipate what remains to be kid, that lay-* 
men are not only unauthorifed, but quite un^ 
equal;} without die afiiftance of divines^ to 
the taik I propofe ? If you do, I (hall make 
no fcmple to tell you, in return, that laymen^. 
inay be, if they pleaf«, i? €very refpeijt as fit^ 
^^ are in one important refpeft more fit^ 
than divines, to go through this, examina- 
tion> and to judge for themfelves upon it. 
We fay that the fcripturcs, {Concerning the 
divine authenticity of which all the profief-^ 
fors of chriftianity agree, are the fole criterioa 
of chriftianity. You add tradition, concern- 
ing which there may be, and there is much 
difpute. We have then a certain invariable 
rule, whenever the fcriptures fpeak plainly. 
Whenever they do not fpeak fo, we have 
this cqmfortable affurance, that doftrines, 
which no body underftands, are revealed to 
ho body, and are therefore improf^r objeiks 
of human inquiry. We know too, that if 
we receive the explanations and commenta- 
ries' of thefe dark faying$ from the clergy, we 

take 



Digitized by 



Google 



take tlie grckteft partof oiirrdtgion from ihtt 
word of maii, not- from the word of CSodl 
Tradition indeed, however derived, is not to 
be totally rejcdcd j for, if^t was, how came 
the canon of the fcriptures, even of- the goCi 
pels, to be fixed ? How was it conveyed 
down to us? Traditions of general faOs, 
and general proppfitions plain and uniform J 
may be of fome authority and ufe. But par- 
ticular, anecdotical traditions, whofe originar 
authority is unknown, or juflly fufpicious^' 
and that have acquired only an appearanc^ 
6f generality, and notoriety, becaufe they' 
have been frequently, and boldly refpeated* 
from age to age, deferve no more regard,^ 
than dodtrines evidently added to the fcrip*' 
tures, under pretence of explaining; aiid com- 
menting them^ by men as falhble as ourv-- 
felves. We may rfeceive the'fcripturcs, knd' 
be perfuaded of their authentidty on tbb faith' 
of eccleiiaftical tradition ; but it feems tb the, 
ihat we may rged, at thh fame time, aH thfe^ 
jtftificial theology which has been ralifed on* 
^ ^ Z thcfc 
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thcfe faipturcs by dpftors of the churdi^ 
with as much right, as they receive thp Old 
Teftament on the authority of Jcwifli fcribcs 
and doiStors, whilft they reject the Oral law, 
gnd all Rabijrical literature^ 

He who examines on fuch principles a$ 
thefe, which are conformable to truth and 
reafon, may lay afide at once the immenfe 
volumes , of fathers, and councils, orfchool- 
men, cafuifts, and comrovcrfial writers, which 
have perplexed the world fo long» Natural 
religion will be to fuch a man no longer, in- 
tricatj?,; revcale^l religion will be no longer 
myfter^uSi Aor the word of God equivocal, 
Clearnefs and precifiqn are two great exceU 
lencies of human laws. Hovv much more 
£|iou,ld we e]?pe(3: to find theni in the law 
of God? They have been baniflied from 
thence by artificial theology j and he who is 
defirpqs to find them tnuOt bani(h the profeC 
fors of it from his councils, inftead of con-r 
fnUiilg.ttiemf He uiuft icpk for genuine. 
; \ chriftianity^ 
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jchriftianhy with that iimpUcky of fpiriry wilh 
which Jt is taught in: the Gofpcl by Christ 
hlmfelf. He : muft • do the very reyerfc, of 
ivhat has beca.done hy^ the perfons you ad<- 
vife liim to confult. 

You fee that I have faid what bas.bceii 
faid> on a fuppoiidont that, however ohfcure 
theology may he^ tHe ChrifliaA^ refigipn is 
extremely |ilain>;andj:^uire8 no^tfatlearrir 
Ing^ horldeep mfed^ation to devekpe it* 
JBiH^/if it:was^not;fo pla[in, if.both^b^fe were 
n€!tc03ry.to deyelppe it, is great |?ari|ipg th? 
nw)nQp0lyiO£ th^.filefgjL fioc§ th§ f<r6irrc<aipQ 
pf. tetters, as ^ liitfel^a/jiing,wasijl^(grc, that 
^9a:^iJ$ deepn)$<J)^tjpnj ^arid juilne4 of 
reafoning confined to men of that order by ^ 
peciUiar and exclufive privilege? In (horr, 
and to afk a queftion which experience will 
decide, have thefe men/'who bbaftkhktifhey 
are appointed by God "to be the'interpi'eter^ 
II of his ferret will, to reprefcotbisr perfon^ 
Z a ' *J and 
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^* and to anfwer in hisdaoiCi as it vmCyt^bt 
'« of the fandtuary V' have thcfc mcn^ I fay, 
been abl^9 in more than feventeen cedturie^ 
to eftablifli an iinifc^m fyftem of revealed 
religion, for natural religion never wanted, 
their help, amodg the civil focieties of Chrif- 
tians, or ^eb in their bwiii? They do /not 
feen^ to have aime^ at thi$ ^efirable gnAf 
Di^idqd^ tbcy have alivays been, they ha^e 
alwa^s^ ftadijKd in o|xkr to befieve f, and to 
take i^pon truft, or to find matter of difcoyrfe^ 
br to contradict and (Confute j but nevef td 
tbhilder impartially, iior to t^e a frpejudgi* 
ment. On tlie contrary^ thty whohJiveafti 
tempted to Vfe tfajs freedom 6^ jtidgment'ha^* 
been conitahtly, an4' <^e]ly peirfecute^ t>y 



4 
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N. B. I chofp to borrow theft ,«;irpi^oi^s from Cal* 
TIN, in" order to ihew how niuc^ they alcribe^ 'who^^e 
ii^ppoM Ito^j^feribc the IM^ *) ilm Ojrder. - • 

. . t(iBacoii'« Effays. £ ^: 
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.' iTftfi foft ftcps foWaras the dftabUftmicnt 
of artificial theology, Which has ; paffed for 
chriftianity ever fince, were enthufiaftical. 
^bcjr werfe not hefctics alone, who delighted 
]n:\«tld ^legories, and the p6mpous: jargon! 
of myftery i^ they were the orthodox fathers^ 
of the lirft ages j they were the difciples 6i 
the apoftlcs, or the fcholars of their difciples : 
for the trut|i of which I may appeil tb the 
fifties, and dther writings of thefe men that 
are extant, tothofeof Clemens, ofloNA-^ 
Tit^s, or of IitENAEUs, for inflance J and 
to the vifions of Hermes, that have fo 
near a refemblance to the produ£tbns dE 

BtTNYAN. 

The next fteps of the fame kind were 
rhetorical. They were made by men who 
declaimed much, and reafoned ill, but who 
impofed on the imaginations of others by the 
heat of their own, by their hyperboles, their 
cxa^erations, the acrimony of their ftyle, 
and their violent inveAives, Such were the 

V Z 3 > Ghry- 
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Chrysostoms the Jeroms, an HiLARXts, 
a Cyril, and mofl of the fathers. 

The laft of the fleps I fhall mention were 
logical : and thcfe were made very oppor-- 
tunely, and very advantageoufly for the 
church, and for artificial theology. Abfur- 
dity in fpeculation, and fuperftition in prac- 
tice, had been cultivated fo long, and were 
become fo grofs, that men began to fee 
through the veils that had been thrown over 
them, as ignorant as thofe ages were. Then 
the fchoolm^n arofe. I need not difplay 
their charafter, it is enough known. This* 
only I will fay, that, having very, few ma- 
terials of knowledge, and much fubtilty of 
wit, they Wrought up fyftems of fancy on 
the little they knew ; and invented an art; by 
the help of, Aristotle, not of enlarging, 
but of puzzling kno.wledge with technical 
terms, with definitions, diftindions, and fyl- 
logifms merely verbal : they . taught what 
they could not explain ; evaded what they 
could not anfwer ; ancj he who had the moft 

IkiU 
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ikill to th\s art might put in filence* wheA 
it came into general ufe, the man who was 
confcioufly certain that he had truth and rea- 
foh on his fide. / 

The authority of the fohools lafted tlU 
the refurredtion of letters. But as foon a§ 
real knowledge was enlarged, and the con- 
du<a of the underftanding better underftood, 
it fell into contempt. The advocates of arti- 
ficial theology have had, fince that time, a 
very hard tafk. They have been obliged to 
defend in the light what was impofed in the 
dark, and to acquire knowledge to juftify ig- 
norance. They were* drawn to it with re- 
ludtancy. But learning, that grew up 
afiiong the laity, and controverfies with one 
another, made this unavoidable, which was 
nbt eligible on the principles of ecclefiaftical 
pblicy. They have done, with thefe new 
arms, all that great parts, great pains, and 
•great zeal could do under fuch difadvantages ; 
afid we may apply to this order, on this oc- 
Z 4 cafion. 
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cafion, " Si Pergama dcx^ra/' eta Bot • 
their Troy qannot be defended ; irreparable 
breaches h^ve been made ip it. They have 
improved in learning and knowledge : but 
this improyement has been general, and a9 
remarkable atleaft among the laity, as among 
the clergy. Befides which, i^ mud be owned 
that the former have had in this refpeSb a 
fort of indirc<9: obligation to the latter ; fof^ 
whilft thefe men have fearched into antiqui- 
ty, have improved criiicifm, and almoft ex- 
haufted fubtilty, they have furniihed fo many 
arms the more to fuch of the others, as do 
not fubmit implicitly to them, but examine 
and judge for themfelves. By refuting one 
another when they differ, they have made 
it no hard matter to refute them all when 
they agree: and, I believe, there are. few 
books written to propagate, or defend the 
received notions of artificial theology, which 
may not be refuted by the books themfetr^s* 
I conclujde on the whole, that laymen hare^ 
or need[ to have, no want of the clergy 

in 
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II) examining and analyfing the religion tbe^ 
profcfs. , 

But I faid that tb^ ajre in ope icnpor« 
tant refpci^ inore fit to go t^rpn^ this eica^ 
mination without the help (^ divines^ than 
with it. A layman, who feeks the truths 
ipay fall into error : but as he can have no 
intereii to deceive himfelf, fo he has none of 
profeflion to bias his private judgment, any 
more than to engage him to deceive others. 
Now the clergyman lies ftrongly under this 
influence id every communion. How in« 
deed ihould it be otherwife ? Theology is 
become one of thofe fciences which Seneca 
calls ^^fcientiae in lucrum exeuntes:" and 
fciences, like arts^ whofe objcd: is gain, are, 
in good English, trades. Such theology is : 
and men who could make no fortune, ex- 
cept the lowed:, in any other^ make often the 
higheft in this : for the proo£ of which afier- 
tion I might produce ibme^^nal inftances 
among my lords the biiho{>$. The confe- 

quenqe 
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quence has been uniform; for hov«r ready 
fover the tradefmen of one church are to ex^ 
pofe the falfe wares, that is, the errors, and 
a(bufes of another, they never admit that 
there are any in their own : and he who ad-* 
mittcd this, in fome particular inftance, 
would be driven out of the ecclefiaftical com- 
pany, as a falfe brother, and one who ipoiled 
^e trade. 

• Thus it comes to pafs that new phurches 
' may be eftabli(hed by the diffentions, but that 
old ones cannot be reformed by the concur- 
rence, of the clergy. There is no compofi- 
tion to be made with this order of men. He, 
who does not believe all they teach in every 
communion, is reputed nearly as criminal, as 
he who believes no part of it. He who 
cannot affent to the athanafian creed, of 
which archbifhopTiLLoTsoNfaid, as I have 
heard, that hcwiflied we were well rid, 
would receive iio better quarter, than an 
atheift, from the generality of the clergy. 

What 
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What rccourfe now has a msin who cannot 
be thus implicit ? Some have run into fcep* 
ticifm, fome into athcifm, and, for fear of 
being impofcd on by others, have impofed on 
themfelves. 'the way to avoid thefc ex- 
tremes is that, which has been chalked out 
in this introdudibn. We may think freely, 
without thinking as licentioufly as divines do 
when they raife a fyftem of imagination oa ^ 
true foundations ; or as fceptics do when they 
renounce all knowledge; or as atheifts do 
when they attempt to demoIi(h the founda-> 
tions of all religion, and reject demon(ira«* 
tion. As we think for ourfelvcs> we may 
keep our thoughts to ourfelves, or communi- 
cate them with a due referve, and in fuch a 
manner only, as it may be done without of- 
fending the laws of our country, and difturb- 
ing the public peace. 

I CANNOT conclude my difcourfe on this 
occafion better, than by putting you in mind 
of a paflage you quoted to me once, with 

great 
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great applaufc, from a ferffioti of t'oSTEU^ 
and to this effeft: "Where myftcry begihs, 
, «« religion ends.'* The apophthegm pleafed 
me much: and I was glad to hear fuch a 
truth from any pulpit, fince it fliews an in« 
clination, at.leaft, to purify chriftianity from 
the leaven of artificial theology, which con-» 
fifts principally in making things, that are 
very plain, myfterious ^ and in pretending to 
make things, that are impenetrably mylteri* 
COS, very plain. If you continue dill of the 
feme mind, I (hall have no excufe to make 
to you for what I have written, and (hall 
write. Our opinions coincidb« If you have 
changed your mind, think again, and exa^^ 
mine further. You will find that it is the 
modeft, not the prefqmptuous enquirer, who 
mak^s a real, and fafe progrefs in the difco« 
very of divine truths. One follows nature, 
and nature's God, that is, he follows God in 
his works, and in his word 5 nor prefumcr 
to go further, by metaphyfical and theologi- 
cal commentaries of his own invention, than 

the 
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the two iexts^' if I ni3a3r u(^ this expreifioo, 
carry htm very evidently. They who ha^^ 
done otberwiie, and hi^ve afFededtodifcover^ 
t^y ^ fuppofed fcience derived from tradilioii, 
4)r, taaght in th6 fdiools^ more,' thaA they 
V^bo have not fuch fcience can difcoVert 
^berning the nature* phyfica} aiid moral, 
pf the 3upripme Being, and concerning the 
fecrets of his proyidence, have been athet 
isnthufiafts, oir knaves, or elfe of that fttime** 
rooa tribe who reaibn wdl very often i but 
fckfbtt always on fome ^rbitfary fuppofi^n^ 

' Mvcn of this ehara^fter belonged to die 
lieatheti divines ; and it is» in all its parts, 
peculiarly that of the antient fathers, and 
iinbdern dodldrs of the ^hriftian churchy The 
^former had reafon, but ho revelation, to 
guide tbem ; and though reiafon be always 
onei we cannot wonder diat difierept prgu- 
^ceS| and diflSh:ent tempera c^ imagffiiltioa 
warped it in them, on fuch fiibje^ as ihefe^ 
l^nd^roduced 1(11 the e^avaganeies c^ their 

theology^ 
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geology. The latter had not the excufe 
of human frailty to make in mitigation of 
^their . prefumption. On the contrary, the 
coniidcration of this frailty, infeparable fronii 
their nature, aggravated their rprefamption* 
They had a, mudi furer criterion, than hu- 
man reafon ; they had divioe reafon, and the 
word of God to guide theiii, and.tolimk 
their enquiries. How came they to go bci- 
yond this criterion I IV^any of the firft preach^ 
ers were led into it becaufe they preached or 
lyrit before there was any fuch criterion eftar 
blifhed, in the acceptance of which they all 
^gre^rf; becaufe tb^y preached or v^rttj in 
thf mQ^n tlm^i 9^ tb^ faith of trjidition;.and 
ca.a rconfjde9co':tha<, th^y were pcffoHs ex*. 
ti^prdinarijy gif«d<.-^thtir rcafons fiiccecdcd 
ihefe,. Skill in laogilages, not. the ffftoi 
tongo^s, fome kooiyledge of the Jcwifli ca- 
bala, aj)d fome, o£ heathen philofophy,. of 
JPlato's efpecially, made them prefuineto 
cpmineot, and :urider th^t pretence to en- 
large tbefyilem of Chffiftiinify, with as much 
. » licenfe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO M It. PtO P E. 351 

licencd» as they could have taken if tb«> 
word oF man> inflead of the word of God, 
had. been concerned, and ihey had com- 
mented the civil, not the divine law. They 
did this fo copioufly, that, to give one in^ 
ilanoe of it, the expofition of 3t. Mat* 
THEw's gofpel took up ninety homelies, and 
that of St. John's eighty- fcven, in the works 
of Chrysostom : which puts me in mind of 
a puritanical parfon ♦, who, if I miflake not^ 
for I have never looked into the folio fince 
I was a boy and condemned (bmetimes to 
read in ity made one hundred and nineteen 
fermons on the hundred ^nd nineteenth 
pfalm. : ^ 

^ Now all thefe men, both heathens and 
thriftians, appeared gigantic forms through 
the falfe medium of imagination, and I^abi^ 
tuff] prejudice } but were^ in truth,^ as arrant 
dwarfs In the knowledge to which they pre^ 
M tended,' 
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tended, as you and I and all die ^s ci 
ApAm. The former, however, delwcd 
ibme excufe } the latter none* The former 
made a very HI uie of their ceafon, rib doubt; 
when they prefume to dogmatife Abodt the 
dwinc nature ; but they deceived no body; 
What they taught, they taught pn their own 
authority, vsrhich. every other man v^ras at Mh 
bcrty to receive, or reje<a, as he approved or 
^ifepptoved the do^rinp, Chriftians, on the 
other band, mack a yery ill ufe.pf rev^eUtipo 
»nd reafon both. Inftead of employing th^ 
iuperior principle to dite£t and confirte.thi in# 
fcrior, they employed it to faniftify all^ that 
wild imagination, the paflions, and the int 
terefts of the ecclefiaftical order fuggeftcd. 
This abtife of rcvblation was!fo:fcandalous, 
that whilft they vfttt building up a fyftem of 
f eligioh, under the name of chriftianity, every 
ime, /who fought to .fignalife himfdf b the 
fsnterprife, and they? were multitudes, dra^d 
|be ^j4ptures to his opinion by different \n^ 

tcrprctations 



Digitized by 



Google 



terj^r^tat^ns, parapfara&s, comments. Arius 

a»d NestoriuBi both pretended that they 

Jiad it on their fides: Athanasius and 

Cyhil on theirs. They rendered the word 

i>f God Co dubious, that it ceafed to be axil^ 

terion; and they bad r^courfe to another, 

to councils and the decrees of councils^ He 

xntKft be very ignorant in ecx:lefiaftical anti«- 

tfutt^, <vbo doejnot'fcnow by what intrigues 

of tJse.CQiiteridiQg f^^ons^ for fufch thty 

wme^ and itf itfae worft kiiid^ thefe decrees 

-weve pbtained : and ye^ adi opinion prevail^ 

ing JtiMt-diei Hciy Ohdft, the fame divine 

ijpariciwfao:didtated the fcriptures^ prefided in 

"diefe af&ihbiies and dilated, theit decreei, 

itheir J^nees ipafiiad ficir ipfaUibie decifions; 

-and fah&ifidd, little by Jitftle^ much of tfaie 

«fopetftitldn^ the nobfetofe, and even the biaf^ 

;phemy,^^hiGia the fath^ taught^ and all 

the ufurpations of the church. This bpi^ 

nion prevailed, and influenced the minds of 

4nen fo poweriullyi an^ifo long, that Eras- 

•' : : A a .;. . Mus^ 
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Mus^ who owns^ in one of his letters^ that 
the writings of Oecolampadius againft 
tranfubftantiation feemed fufficient to feduce 
even the cleft, ** ut feduci poffc vidcantur 
^* etiam elefti/* declares in another, that 
nothing hindered him from embracing the 
doftrine of Oecolampadius, but the con- 
Tent of the church to the other dodrine y' 
" nifi obftaret confenfus ccclefiae." Thus 
artificial theology rofe on the demolitions, 
not on the foundations of chriftianity $ was 
incorporated into it, and became a princi-* 
pal part of it. How much it becomes a 
good chriftian to diftihguifh them, in his 
private thoughts at lead, and how unfit 
even the greateft, the moft moderate, and 
the leaft ambitious of the ecclefiaftical or* 
der are to afiift us in making this diftinftion, 
I have endeavoured to ihew you by risafon;^ 
and by example. 

It remains then, that we apply our^^ 
felves to the fludy of the 0rft philoib- 
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phy without any other guides^ than the 
works, and the word of God. In natu- 
ral religion the clergy are unnece0aryi iit 
revealed they are dangerous guides; 



FINIS; 
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